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NARRATIVE
OF THE

VOYAGES ROUND THE WORLD,

PKRFOHMEI) BY

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK.

CHAP. ly.

tONTINUtD.

Ov tlio 15tli of May, Captain Cook anchored in

O'WIiarre Harbour, in the island of Hualicine. Ho
was immediately visited by liis friend Oree, and the

same aj^reeable intercourse subsisted between the cap-

lain and this good old chief, which had formerly taken

j>iace. Red Feathers were not here in such estimation

as they had been at Otaheite ; the natives of Hnaheino
liaving the good sense to give a preference to the more
useful articles of nails and axes. During the stay of

our voyagers in the island, some alarms were occa-

sioned by the thievish disposition of several of the in-

liabitants ; but matters subsided without any material

consequences. A solemn march, which our commander
made through part of the country, at the head of forty-

eight men, tended to impress the Indians with a sense

of his power and authority. In fact, their attempts at

stealing had been too much invited by the indiscretion

of some of the English, who unguardedly separated

themselves in the woods, for the purpose of killing

VOL. u. u

N



1 CAl'TAIN COOK S

birds ; and who niana<;(Ml tlicir tniiskcts so unskiiriill\

,

as to reiulor them less ioriiiidable in the e^es of tin;

natives.

1 cannot (MMsnade niyscli' to omit a tlramatic enter-

tainment, at wliieii sev<*ral ot* the j^entlemen helon^iiij;

to the Resolution attended one evening. The jnece

represented a girl as ruiminj^ away with our navi;iator,s

iVom Otaheite ; and the story was partly founded in

truth ; for a younj^ woman had taken a passage in the

ship, down to Ulietea. She hap|)ened to be present at

the rei)resentation of her own adventures ; w hieh had

such an eft'eet upon her, that it was with great dilll-

culty that she could be prevailed upon by the Englisli

gentlemen to see the play out, or to refrain from tears

while it was acting. The piece concluded with the

reception whicb she was supposed to meet with from
her friends at her return ; and it was a reception that

was by no means favourable. As these {)eople, when
they see occasion, can add little extempore pieces to

their entertainments, it is reasonable to imagine, that

the representation now described was intended as a

satire against the girl, and to discourage others from
following her steps. Such is the sense which they

entertain of the propriety of female decorum.
During Captain Cook's stay at Huaheine, bread-fruit,

cocoanuts, and other vegetable productions, were pro-

cured in abundance, but not a sulliciency of hogs to

supply the daily expense of the ship. This was partly

owing to a want of proper articles for traffic. The cap-

tain was obliged, therefore, to set the smiths at work,
to make different sorts of nails, iron tools, and instru-

ments, in order to enable him to obtain refreshments at

the islands he was yet to visit, and to support his credit

and influence among the natives.

When our commander was ready to sail from Hua-
heine, Oree was the last man that went out of the ves-

sel. At parting, Captain Cook told him, that they

should meet each other no more ; at which he wept,

and said^ " Let your sons come, we will treat them
well."

At Ulietea, to which the captain next directed his
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course, the events that occurred were nearly similar to

those which have already heen related. He had always

been received by the people of this island in tlu; most

hospitable manner, and they were justly entitled to

e^erv thing which it was in Ids power to grant. They
<'\prcsse(l the deei)est concern at his departure, and

were continually importuning him to return. Oreo
the chief, and liis wife and daughter, but espcciall\ tlu;

two latter, scarcely ever ceased weeping. Their gritjf

was so excessive, that it might, perliaps be doubled

whether it was entirely sincere and unafl'ected ; but

our commander was of opinion that it was real. At
b'ligth, when he was ready to sail, they took a most
att'ectionate leave. Oreo's last recjuest to Ca[>tain Cook
was, that he would return ; and when he could not

obtain a promise to that eftect, he asked the name of

his burying-place. To this strange ({uestion the cap-

tain answered, witliout hesitation, that it was Stepney
;

that being the parish in which he lived when in Lon-
don. Mr. Forster, to whom the same (|uestion was
proposed, replied with greater wisdom and recollec-

tion, that no man, who used the sea, could say where
he should be buried.

As our commander could not promise, or even tlujii

suppose, that more English ships would be sent to the

southern isles, Oedidee, who for so many months had
been the faithful companiou of our navigators, chose
to remain in his native country. But he left them with

a regret fully demonstrative of his esteem and aftec-

tion, nor could any thing have torn him from them, but
the fear of never returning. W hen Oreo pressed so

.>ardently Captain Cook's return, he sometimes gaxj
such answers, as left room for hope. At these an-

swers Oedidee would eagerly catch, take him on one
side, and ask him over again. The captain declares,

that he had not words to describe the anguish which
;ippeared in this young man's breast, when he went
away. He looked up at the ship, burst into tears, and
then sunk down into the canoe. Oedidee was a youth
of good parts, and of a docile, gentle, and humane dis-

position ; but as he wgis almost wholly ignorant of the

f
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r<lii;*n)ii, trovcrnmrnt, iiv.inru'rs, nisfcmis, and <r:ull(i«ms

oC ills rouiMi'Miirii, aiu( file noi<r|il)oui'iii<;' isluinis, iir>

iiiatcrial kiiowlcdirc <oiil(i liav(> iH-cri collected \hiui

iiiin, )iadonr(*oiiiiiiaiidei- l>n)ui;iit liiiii away, lie would,
liowL'ver, in t'\ery rcsjx'ct, have been a bettor speci-

men of the nation than Oniai.

W hen Captain Cook first (^ame to those islands, hv

had some thouj^hts of visilinsjf Tupia's lanions JJola-

bola. Hut havinjj^ obtained a plentil'ui supply of n

-

rresiinients, and tlu; route lie had in vic^w allowing him
no time to spare, he laid this desiji^n aside, an<l directed

his course to the west. Thus did ho lake his leave, as

he then thouj^ht, for ever, of these happy isles, on

Avhi(di benevolent nature has spread her luxuriant

sweets with a lavish hand; and in which the natives,

copyin»jj tin? bounty of Providence, are e<|ually liberal

;

b(!ini!; n^ady to contribute plentifully and cheerfully to

the wants of navi«;ators*.

On the Gtli of June, tin? day after our voyac^ers left

Ulictca, they saw land, which they found to be a low
rvvX island, about four lea«^ues in compass, and of a

circular form. This was Howe Island, which had Iumii

iliscovered by Captain Wallis. Nothinj^ remarkable

o(;curred from this day to the IGth, when land was
a«j;ain seen. It was another reef island ; and beini^ a

new discovery, Captain Cook gave it the name of Pal-

merston Island, in honour of Lord Palmerston. On
the 20th, fresh land appeared, which was perceived to

be inhabited. This induced our ctmimander to go on

shore with a party of gentlemen ; but the natives were
found to be fierce ami untractable. All endeavours to

bring them to a parley were to no purpose ; for they

came on with the ferocity of wild boars, and instantiv

threw their darts. Two or three muskets discharged

in the air, did not prevent one of them from advancing

still farther, and throwing another dart, or rather a

spear, which passed close over Captain Cook's shoulder.

* From Mr. Wales's observations it appeared, that, dinini;

live months, in which llie watch had passed throuji;h the ex-

tremes of heat and cold, it went better in the cold than in tlie

hot climates.

?
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'fhe ronrago of this n»an had nearly cost him his life.

NMicn he threw his spear, he >Nas not (i^e paces Inmi

the eaptain, who had resohr<l to shoot him for his own
pres('r\ation. It happened, howcAcr, that his ninsket

missed (ire; a circumstance on which he afterwards

rellectcd with pleasnrc. When he joined his party, and

tried his nuisket in the air, it went off perfectly w'<'ll.

TJiis island, from iUv. disposition and behaviour of tlie

natives, with whom no intercourse ("ould be establisln'd,

and from whom no bcnelit could be receiv<'d, was
called by our commander Savage Island, it is about

eleven leagues in circuit; is of a round form and good

lieiglit: and has deep waters close to its sli -res. Among
its other disathantages, it is not furnished with a har-

bonr.

In pnrsuing his course to the west-south-west, Cap-

tain Cook passed l>y a nund)er of small islands, and,

on the 20tli, anchored on the north side of Anrunoeka,

or Rotterdam. A trallic immediately conunenceil with

the natives, who brought what provisions they had,

being rhiellv vams and shaddocks, which tliev e\-

<;hange(l for nails, beads, an<l other small articles, ib'rc,

as in many former cases, the caj)taiii was put t() sonu;

trouble, on account of the thie>i:di disposition of tlu;

inhabitants. As they had gotten possession of an adze

and two muskets, he found it necessary to exert himself

with peculiar vigour, in order to oblige them to make
restitution. For this purpose, he commanded all the

marines to be armed, and sent on shore ; and the resnit

of this measure was, that the things which had been
stolen were restored. In the contest, Captain Cook
was under the necessity of tiring some small shot at a

native, who had distinguished himself by his resistance.

His countrymen afterwards re])orted that he was dead
;

but he was only wounded, and that not ui a dangerous
manner. Though his sulferings were th(! eftects of his

,
own misl)ehaviour, the captain endeavoured to soften

them, by making him a present, and directing his

w(mnds to be dressed by the surgeon of the shi[>.

The lirst time that our commander landed at Ana-
jnocka, an old lady presented him with a girl, and

iii-
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j^avc lilni to understand that she was at his service.

Miss, who had previously been instructed, wanted a

spikenail, or a shirt, neither of which he Iiad to i;ive

her; and he flattered himself, that, by niakinij^ the two
Avomen sensible of his poverty, he should easily ^^et

<"lear of their importunities. In this, however, lie was
mistaken. The favours of the young lady were offered

upon credit ; an<l on his declining the j)roposal, the

old woman began to argue with him, and then to

abuse him. As far as he could collect from her coun-
tenance and her actions, the design of her speech was
both to ridicule and reproach him, for refusing to

entertain so fine a young woman. Indeed, the girl

was by no means destitute of beauty ; but Captain

Cook found it more easy to withstand her allurements

thaii the abuses of the ancient matron, and therefore

hastened into his boat.

While the captain was on shore at Anamocka, he

got the names of twenty islands, which lie between tlu?

north-west and north-east. Some of them were in

sight ; and two of them, which are most to the west,

are remarkable on account of their great height. These
are Amattafoa and Oghao. From a continual column
of smoke which was seen daily ascending from the

mi<ldle of Amattafoa, it was judged that there was a

volcano in that island.

Anamocka was first discovered by Tasman, and by
liim was named Rotterdam, It is of a triangular form,

and each side extends about three and a half or four

miles. From the north-west to the south of the island,

round by the east and north, it is encompassed by a

number of small isles, sand-banks, and breakers. An
end could not be seen to their extent to the north, and

they may possibly reach as far to the south as Amster-

dam, or Tongataboo. Together with Middleburtr, or

Eaoowe, and Pilsart, these form a group, conta ing

about three degrees of latitude, and two of longitude.

To this group Captain Cook had given the name of

the Friendly Isles, or Archipelago, from the firm al-

liance and friendship which seemed to subsist among
their inhabitants, and from their courteous behaviour
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SECOND VOYAGE. T

to stranpfcrs. The same ^rou)) may perhaps be ex-

t<3nded nni(-h farther, even down to JJoscawen antl

Ki'ppel's Isles, wliieli were discovered by Captain

AValiis, and lie nearly in the same meridian.

>Vhilst our commander was at Anamocka, he was
]»articularly assiduous to prevent the introduction of a

certain disorder. As :>ome of his people brought with

lliem the remains of this disease from the Societv Isles,

he ])rohibited them from havinjjf any female intercourse

aiul he hiid reason to believe that his endeavours were
successful.

The productions of Rotterdam, and the persons,

manners, and customs of its inhabitants, are similar

to those of Amsterdam. It is not, however, equally

plentiful in its fruits, nor is every part of it in so hiji^h

a state of cultivation. Neither hath it arisen to the

same deo'ree of wealth, with regard to cloth, matting,

ornaments, and other articles, which constitute the

chief riches of the islanders of the Southern Ocean.

Pursuing their course to the west, our navigators

discovered land on the 1st of July ; and, upon a nearer

approach, found it to be a small island, to Avhich, on
aci'ount of the nundjer of turtle that were seen upon
the coast, Caj>tain Cook gave the name of Turtle Isle.

On the IGtIi, high land was seen bearing south-west,

w hicli no one doubted to be the Australis del Espirito

Santo of Quiros, and which is called by M. de Bougain-
ville the Great Cyclades. After exploring the coast for

some days, the craptain came to an anchor, in a harbour
in the island of Mallicollo. One of his first objects was
to commence a friendly intercourse with the natives

;

but, while he was thus employed, an accident occurred,
which threw all into confusion, thouurh in the end it

was rather advantageous than hurtful to the English.
A I'ellovv in a canoe, having been refused admittance
into one of our boats, bent his bow to shoot a poisoned
arrow at the boatkeeper. Some of his countrymen
having prevented his doing it that instant, time was
given to acquaint our commander with the transaction,

who immediately ran upon deck. At this minute, tho
Indian had directed his bow to the boatkeeper ; but

1^
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upon being calltMl to hy Captain Cook, Ik; pctiritt'd it :\\

him. ilafipily, the (captain had a tnusk<;t in his haittl

load(!d with small shot, and "ave him the contents. Hv
this, however, he was only stan^i^ered lor a moment :

for he still held his bow in the attitude ot'shootini^. A
second discharge of the same nature made him drop il,

and obliged him, together with the other natives who
were in the canoe, to paddle olF with all possible cele-

rity. At this time, some of the inhabitants began to

slu)ot arrows from another quarter. A musket dis

charged in the air had no eflect upon them ; but no
sooner was a four-pound ball shot over their heads
than they fled in the utmost confusion.

A few hours after these transactions, the English put
ofTin two boats, and landed in the face of four or ihv
hundred people, who were assembled on the shore

;

and who, though ihey were all armed with bows and
arrows, clubs and sj)ears, made not the least opposition.

On the contrary, when they saw Caj)tain Cook advance
with nothing but a green branch in his hand, one of

them, who appeared to be a chief, giving his bow and
arrow^s to another, met the captain in the water, bearing

also a green branch. These being mutually exchanged
in token of friendship, the chief led our commander to

the crowd, to whom he immediately distributed pre-

sents. The marines, in the mean time, were drawn up
on the beach. Captain Cook then acquainted the In-

dians, by signs, that he wanted wood ; and in the same
manner permission was granted him to cut down the

trees.

Much traffic could not be carried on with these

people, because they set no value on nails, or iron

tools, or, indeed, on any articles which our navigators

could furnish. In such exchanges as they did make,
and which were principally of arrows for pieces of

cloth, they distinguished themselves by their honesty.

When the ship had begun to sail from the island, and
ihey might easily, in consetjuence of their canoes drop-

ping astern, have avoided delivering the things they

had been ps»i<l for, they used their utmost efforts to get

up with her, that they might discharge their obliga-

til

»./
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tioiis. One man, in particular, lollowed the Resolu-

tion, a coiisiderabh; time, and did not reach her till tin;

#bj«'ct which brou<?ht him was forj^otten. As soon as

fc<' came alonj^side the vessel, he held uj) the thiiii;

which had been purchased ; and, though several of the

ercw oHered to buy it, he insisted upon delivering' it

to the person to Avhom it had been sold. That person,

not knowing him again, would have given something

ill return; but this he refused, and showed him what
he had before received. There was only a single in-

stance in which the natives took, or even attempted

to take, any thing from our voyagers, by any means
whatever ; and in that case restitution was immediately

made, without trouble and without altercation.

The inhabitants of Mallicollo, in general, are the

lost ugly and ill proportioned people that Captain

Cook had e>er seen, and are in e^ery respect ilill'erent

from all the nations which had been met with in the

Southern Ocean. They are a >ery dark -coloured, and
rather a diminutive race, with long In^ads, Hat faces,

and countenances which have some resemblance to that

of the monkey. Their hair, which is mostly hlack or

brown, is short and curly ; but not altogether so soft

and woolly as that of a negro. The dillercMice of this

people from any whom <mr commander had yet visited,

•p|)eared not only in their |)ersoiis but their languag(?.

Of ahout eighty words, which were collected by Mr.
Forster, scarcely one was found to bear any ailinity to

tile laiignaj;e spoken in any country or island hitherlo

described. It was observed by Captain Cook, that tJio

nati\es could pronimnce most of the English words
with great ease. They had not so much as a name for

ft dog, and knew nothing of that animal; for which
reason the captain left them a dog and a bitch ; and as

tliey were ^ cry fond of them, it was highly probahlo
tliat the brccil would be lostensd and increased.

To tJM' harbour, in which our commander anchored,
while he lav at MaliiiMjIlo, he gave the name of Port
fiainlwich. It has many advantages, with regard to

depth of water, shelter from winds, and lying so near
tile sIkh'c as to be a co\cr to those of a.ship's company,
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who may be carrying on any necessary operations at

land.

Soon after our navi<;ators liad gotten to sea, which
was on the 23(1 of July, they discovered three or four

small islands, that l)efore had appeared to be connected.

At this time the Resolution was not far from the Isle of

Ambrym, the Isle of Paoom, and the Isle of Apee. On
the next morning, several more islands were discovereil,

lying oft' the south-east point of A])ee, and constituting

a group, which Captain Cook called Sheph'erd's Isles,

in honour of his learned and valuable friend, Dr.

Shepherd, Plumian professor of Astronomy at Cam-
bridge. The ship was this day in some danger. It

suddenly fell calm, and our voyagers were left to the

mercy of the current, close by the isles, where no

sounding could be found with a line of a hundred and

eighty fathoms. The latids or islands, which lay around

the vessel in every direction, were so numerous, that

they could not be counted. At this crisis a bi cezc

sprung up, which happily relieved the captain and his

company from the anxiety the calm had occasioned.

Amidst the number of islands, that were continually

seen by our navigators, there was only one on which
no inhabitants were discerned. This consisted chiell)

of a remarkable peaked rock, which was only acces-

sible to birds, and which obtained the name of the

Monument.
In the farther course of the ship to the southward,

our navigators drew near to certain lands, Avhich thev

found to consist of one large island, the southern and

western extremities of which extended beyond their

sight. Three or four smaller ones lay off its north side.

To the two principal of these Captain Cook gave the

name of Montagu and Hinchinbrook ; and the large

island he named Sandwich, in honour of his noble

])atron, the Earl of Sandwich. This island, which was

spotted with woods and lawns, agreeably diversified

over the whole surface, and which had a gentle slope

from the hills down to the sea-coast, exhibited a most

beautilul and delightful prospect. The examination o''

it was not, however, so much an object with our com-
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lander, as to proceed to the south, in order to find the

oulliern extremity of the Archipelago.

Pursuing his discoveries, Captain Cook came in sight

of an island, which was afterwards known to be called

hy the natives Erromango. After coasting it for three

dftvs, he broujjht his vessel to anchor in a bay there,

on the 3d of August. The next day, he went with tw(»

boats to examine the coast, and to look for a proper

landing-place, that he might obtain a supply of wood
ilid water. At this time, the inhabitants began to

assemble on the shore, and by signs to invite our peojde

to land. Their behaviour was apparently so friendly,

that th(; captain was charmed with it; and the only

thing which could give him the least suspicion was,

tliat most of tJH'm were armed with clubs, spears, darts,

and bows and arrows. He did not, therefore, remit his

vigilance ; but kept his eye continually upon the chief,

"watching his looks, as well as his actions. It soon was
evident, that the intentions of the Indians were totally

hostile. They made a violent attempt to seize upon
on<f of the boats ; and though, on our commander's
pointing a musket at them, they in some measure de-

sisted, yet they returned in an instant, seemingly
detcrmiiuul to (!arry their design into execution. At
the head of the party was the chief; while others, who
could not come at the boat, stood behind with darts,

Stones, and bows and arrows in hand, ready to support
th(!ir countrymen. As signs and threats had no effe(;t,

the safety of Captain Cook and his ])eo|)le became the
only object of consideration ; and vet he was unwilling
to lire on the multitude. He resolved, therefore, to

make the chief alone the victim of his own treachery,

d accordingly aimed his musket at him ; but at this

critical moment it missed fire. This circumstance en-
couraged the natives to despise our weapons, and to

Ihow the superiority of their own, by throwing stones

and darts, and by shootuig arrows. Hence it becatne
ilhsolutely necessary for the captain to give orders to

fiis men to fire upon the assailants. The first discharge
threw them into confusion ; but a second was scarcely

iulficient to drive them off the beach. In consequence
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if

oi' ihls skirmish, lour of the Tiulniiis lay, to all appoHr-

aiic<S iltad on tho shore. However, two ol' them wrn
al'terwanls perceived to crawl into th<^ hushes; and ll

was happy lor these people, that not halt' of the muskets

of the Eno-lish would jjfo oil', since,' oth<M*wisc maiiv

more must have fallen. The inhahitants were, at leniijlli,

so terrilied, as to make no farther appearance ; and two

oars, Avhich had been lost in tlie conilict, Avere lelt

standing up against the bushes.

It was ohserved of these islanders, thatthcv seemed
of a dilferent race from those of MallieoUo, and that

they spoke a different language. They are of a middle

size, with a good shape and tolerable features. Their

colour is very dark ; and their aspect is not mended
by a custom they have of painting their faces, sonic

with a black, and others with a red pigment. As In

their hair, it is curly and crisp, and somewhat woollu
The 1(LMV women who Avere seen, and who appeared lo

be ugly, wore a kind of petticoat, made either of palm

lea\es, or of a plant similar in its nature ; but tin;

men, like those of Mallicollo, were almost entirel\

naked. On account of the treacherous beha>iour of

the inhabitants of Erromango, Captain Cook called a

promontory, or peninsula, near which the skirmish

iiapj)ened, Traiiors Head,
From this place the captain sailed for an island

which had been discovered before, at a distance, and

at which, on account of his wanting a large quantity of

wood and water, he was resolved to make some stay.

At llrst the natives Avere disposed to be very hostile;

but our commander, with ecpial wisdom and humanity,

contrived to terrify them, without danger to their lives.

This was principally effected by liring a few great guns,

at which they were so much alarmed, as afterwards to

be brought to tolerable order. Among these islanders,

many were inclined to be on friendly terms with our
navigators, and especially the old ]>e()ple ; Avhilst most
of the Aouniyer Averc; daring; and iusolent, and obliged

the English to keep to their arms. It Avas natural

enough, that age should lu^ prudcMit and cautious, and
youth bold and impetuous; and yet this distinction.
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Hilli reu^aid Io the lieha>iour of the various nations

wldeli had l)e(Mi visited by Captain Cook, had not

0(C<-ui'i-ed before.

Tlie island, where the captain now stayed, was found,

m)nn iiKjuirv, to be called, b\ the inhabitants, Tanna;

Uid three others in its nei«;hbourhood, and which could

be seen from it, were distinj^uislicd by the names of

Inniier, Erronan or Footoona, and Annatom.
From such information of the natives, as our com-

pander could see no reason to doubt, it app(;ared, that

<arcuni(-ision was practised amon^ them, and that they

were eaters of human flesh. Concerninj^ the latter

subject, he should never have thought of asking- them

« sini;le (juestion, if tlu^y had not introduced it them-

iel\ «'S, by in(|uirinf]f whether the English had the same
enstom. It hath been argued, that necessity alone

could be the origin of this horrid practice. But as the

peoph^ of Tanna are ])0ssessed of line pork and fowls,

tttgc^ther with an abundance of roots and fruits, the plea

Qi necessity cannot be urged in their behalf. In fact,

no instance was seen of their eating human flesh ; and,

therefore, there might, perhai)S, be some reason to

hesitat<s in pronouncing them to be cannibals.

By degrees the inhabitants grew so courteous and
€i\il, as to permit the English gentlemen to ramble
about ill the skirts of the woods, and to shoot in them,

:^ithout aflbrdinjif them the least molestation, or ^how-
hi'S anv dislike. One day, some bovs of the island

laving gotten behind thickets, and thrown two or three

stones at our ])eople, who were cutting wood, tln;y

^tre lired at by the [)etty oflicers on duty. Captain

Cook, who was then on shore, was alarmed at the report

of the muskets ; and, when he was informed of the cause,

mas much dis|)leased, that so wanton a use should be

wade of our firearms. Proper measures were taken by
iiini to prevent such conduct for the future.

In the island of Tamia was a volcano, which some-
times maile a dreadful noise, and, at each tixplosion,

^ hieli happened every thret; or four minutes, threw up
iire and smoke in pro<ligi(nis columns. At oniMime,
|ir(;at stones were seen high in the air. At the foot of
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the liill were several hot springs ; and on the sido id

it Mr. Forster found some places whence smoke of

«

sulphureous smell issued, throu<;^h cracks or lissurc^

of the earth. A thermometer, that was placed in a

little hole made in one of them, and which in the open

air stood only at eighty, rose to a hundred and seventy,

In another instance, the mercury rose to a hundred and

ninety-one. Our commander, being desirous of gettin^r

a near and good view of the volcano, set out with a

j)arty for that purpose. But the gentlemen met witii

so many obstructions from the inhabitants, who were

jealous of their penetrating far into the country, that

they thought proper to return.

It is observable, with respect to the volcano of

Tanna, that it is not on the ridge of the hill to whicli

it belongs, but on its side. Nor is that hill the high(!st

in the country, for there are others near it of more than

double its height. It was in moist and wet weather

that the volcano was most violent.

When our commander was ready to sail from Tanna,

an event happened, which gave him much concern.

Just as our people were getting some logs into tlio

boat, four or five of the natives stepped forward to see

what they were doing. In consequence of the Indians

not being allowed to come within certain limits, the

sentinel ordered them back, upon which they readily

complied. At Jiis time. Captain Cook, who had his

eyes fixed upon them, observed the sentry present his

piece to the men. The captain was going to reprove

him for this action, when, to his inexpressible astonish-

ment, the sentry fired. An attack, so causeless and

extraordinary, naturally threw^ the natives into great

confusion. Most of them fled, and it was with dilli-

culty that our commander could prevail upon a few of

them to remain. As they ran off, he perceived one of

them to fall, who was immediately lifted up by two
others, who took him into the water, washed his

wound, and then led him off. The wounded person

not being carried far. Captain Cook sent for the sur-

geon of tlw» ship, and accompanied him to the man,
whom they found expiring. The rascal that had fired

hoy
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l^petended, that an Indian had laid an arrow actress his

DOW, and was going to shoot at him ; so that lie appre-

liended himself to lie in danger. This, however, was

IK) more than what the islanders had always done, to

lAow that they were armed as well as our voyagers.

"What rendered the present incident the more unfor-

tttnatt! was, that it was not the man who bent the

bow, but one who stood near him, that w as shot by the

sentry.

The harbour where the captain anchored, during his

flay at Tanna, was called by him Port Resolution, aft(T

•the name of the ship, she being the first vessel by Avhicli

it was e\er entered. It is no more than a little creek,

three quarters of a mile in length, and about half that

•pace in breadth. No place can exceed it in its con-

venience for taking in wood and water, which are both

dose to the shore. The inhabitant of the island, with

whom our commander had the most frequent and friendly

connexions, was named Paowang.
V^ery little trade could be carried on with the people

of Tanna. They had not the least knowledge of iron
;

and coin^equently nails, tools, and other articles made
of that metal, and Avhich are so greedily sought for in

"the more eastern isles, were here of no consideration.

•Cloth could be of no service to persons who go naked.
Among the productions of thc^ island, there is reason

4o believe that the nutmeg-tree might be mentioned,
Tiiis is collected from the circumstance of Mr.Forster's

having shot a pigeon, in the craw of which a wild nut-

•»eg was discovered. However, though he took some
|iBins to find the tree, his endeavours were not attended

IWth success.

It was at first thought by our navigators, that the

Inhabitants of Tanna were a race between the nativ es

fM the Friendly Islands and those of Mallicoilo ; but
'm a short acquaintance with them they were con-

•lianced, that they had little or no affinity to either,

excepting in their hair. Some few men, women, ancl

tChildren, were seen, whose hair resembled that of the
English. With regard, however, to these pe/sons, it was
4E|bvious, that they were of auother nation 3 and it was
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iindcrslood Ibdl llioy runic iVoiii Drruiiaii. Two l;ii,

i;uai;(;s wern lound to he spokun in Taiina. One n

tlu'iii, wliirli .'i)>|)(^ar<Ml to Imvo been introcluccd Iron

Erronan, is nearly, il' not exactly, the same with tlia

of th(^ Friendly Islands. The other, which is the pro

])er languai^e of the country, and >vhich is judj^ed ti

in) ])eculiak to Tanna, Erroinan<?o, and Annatom, i-

tli/rerent from any that had hitherto been met with |j<

our voyay^ers.

The people of Tanna, are of the middle size, and

for the most part slender. There are few tall or stoui

men among them. In general, they have good feature

and agreeable countenances. Like all the tropical raci,

they are active and nimble; and seem to excel in tin

use of arms, but not to be fond of labour. With respect

to the management of their weapons, Mr. \V ales liatli

made an observation so honourable to Homer, that wen
1 to omit it, I should not be forgiven by my cfassicial

readers. " I must confess," says Mr. Wales, " I havi

often Ijecn led to think the feats which Homer repre-

sents his heroes as performing with their spears, a littlt

too much of the marvellous to be admitted into au.

heroic poem ; I mean when confined within the strait

stays of Aristotle. Nay, even so great an advocate for

him as Mr. Pope, acknowledges lliem to be surprisina,.

Jiut since I have seen what these people can do with

their wooden spears, and them badly pointed, and not

of a hard nature, 1 have not the least exception to anv

one passage in that great ])oet on this account. But it

I see fewer exceptions, I can find infinitely more beau-

ties in him ; as he has, I think, scarcely an action, cir-

cumstance, or description ofany kind whatever, relatinj;

to a spear, which I have not seen and recognised amoiiij

these people ; as, their whirling motion, and whistliiis;

noise, as they fly ; their cpiivering motion, as they stick

in the ground when they fall ; their meditating their

aim, when they are going to throw ; and their shakinj;

them in their hand, as they go along."

On the 20th of August, Captain Cook sailed from

Tanna, and employed all the remainder of the monlli

in a farther examination of the islands around hini.
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ib' had n(»\v linished his survey of the whole Archi-

ikI;i«jj(), and had <;ained a knowledii^e of it, innnitely

iu|K'ri()r to what had ever been attained belong. The
Bortlicrn islands of this Archipelajj^o were first disco-

fcnd in IGOG, by that eminent navi;»;ator Quiros, who
eoiisi(h;red them as part of the southern continent,

Uliicii, at that time, and till very lately, was supposed

4p exist. M. de Bouu^ainville was the next person by

li-honi they were visited, in 17()8. This ii^entleman,

low ever, besides landinjr in the Isle of Lepers, only

ijhade the discovery, that the country was not eon-

iectiul, but composed of islands, which he called the

Creat Cyclades. Captain Cook, besides ascertaininj^

^ic situation and extent of these islands, added to them
teveral new ones, which had hitherto been unknown,
and (>\plored tlio whole. He thouj^ht, therefore, that

%v had obtained a right to name them ; and aceord-

Miii^ly he bestowed u])on them the appellation of tlio

hew Hebrides. His title to this honour will not be
disputed in any j)art of Europe, and certainly not by
•o cnlifjjhtencd and liberal a people as the French
nation.

The season of the year now rendered it necessary for

our commander to return to the south, while he had
yet some time to explore any land he might meet with
between the New Hebrides and New Zealand ; at

Ivhich last place he intended to touch, that he nright

fefresh his people, and renew his stock of wood and
floater for another southern course. With this view,
ie sailed on the 1st of September, and on the 4th land

was discovered ; in a harbour belonging to which the

Resolution came to an anchor the next day. The de-

Hign of Captain Cook was not only to visit the country,
luit to have an opportunity of observing an eclipse of
llie sun, which was soon to hapjien. An intercourse
ibimediately commenced with the inhabitants, who,
luring the whole of the captain's stay, behaved in a
cry civil and friendly manner. In return, he was
lolicitous to render them every service in his power.
fo Teabooma the chief, he sent

serv

among
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other articles.

I (log and a bitch, both young, but nearly full grown
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It was somn time before Teabooma eoulil lielicv*- that

the two animals were intended for biin ; but when he

was convinced of it, he was b)st in an excress of Joy.

Another, and still more valuable present, was that ola

younj^ boar and sow ; which, on account of the absenct;

of the chief when they were brou«;lit to land, were re-

ceived with jjjreat hesitation and c(!remony.

The last time that our commander went on shore at

this place, he ordered an inscription to be cut on a

larp^e tree, setting forth the name of the shij), the date

of the year, and other circumstances, which testidcil

that the Enj^lish were the first discoverers of the conn

try. This he Iiad before done, wherever such a cere-

mony seemed necessary. How the island was called

by the natives, our voyagers could never learn : and,

therefore. Captain Cook gave it the name ofNew Cale-

donia. The inhabitants are strong, robust, active, and

well made. ^Vith regard to the origin of the nation,

the captain judged them to be a race between tlie

people of Tanna and the Friendly Isles ; or between
those of Tanna and the New Zealanders ; or all three.

Their language is in some respects a mixture of them
all. In their disposition they are courteous and oblig-

ing ; and they are not in the least addicted to ])ilferin}!:,

which is more than can bo asserted concerning any

other nation in this sea.

The women of New Caledonia, and those likewise

of Tanna, were found to be much chaster than the

females of the more eastern islands. Our commander
never heard that the least favour was obtained from

them by any one of his company. Sometimes, indeed,

the women would exercise a little coquetry, but they

went no farther.

The botanists of the ship did not here complain for

want of employment. They were diligent in their

researches, and their labours were amply rewarded.

Every day brought some new accession to botanical

knowledge, or that of other branches of natural his-

tory.

Every thing being ready to put to sea, Captain Cook
weighed anchor on the 13th of September, with the

i I
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/aptain Cook
ler, with the

Ipurposo of exaininini; the coast of New Caledonia.

Jti |inrsnini; this object, by which he was cnabh-d to

add ii:rcatl> to nautical and <;coi;rapliical knoulcdp',

the KcsnJiition was more than once in dan<ifcr of bcinj;

lost ; and particularly, in the ni<i;ht of the 28th of tlie

Biontii, she had a narrrtw escape. Our navi<;ators,

on iliis occasion, were much alarmetl ; and daylight

iliowrd that their fears had not he<'n ill founded. In-

Jcrd, breakers had been continually under their lee,

and at a small distance from them ; so that they were

in tlic most inmiinent dani^cr. *' \Ve owed our safely,"

|a\s the captain, " to the inter^»ositIon of Provi»lence,

ft <>-<)()d look-out, and the very brisk manner in which
Um' ship was maua<j^ed."

• Onr <'Ommander now be^j^an to be tired of a coast

l^liich he coidd no lonjifer explore but at the risk of

losinjj^ the vessel, and ruininji^ the whoh; voyaji^e. lit?

d<'tcrmined, however, not to leave it, till he knew of

Vhat kind some j^roves of trees were, which, hy their

Uncommon appearance, had occasioned much specu-

lation, and had been mistaken, by several of the p^en-

tlcmcn, for bisaltcs. Captain Cook was the more soli-

citous to ascertain the point, as these trees appeared to

be of a sort, which might be useful to shippinf^, and
bad not been se(!n any where, but in the southern parts

of New Caledonia. They proved to l)e a sj)ecies of
fpruce pine, very proper for spars, which were then
panted. The disco\ery was valuable, as, exceptini;-

ISew Zealand, tiiere was not an island known, in the
South Pacific; Ocean, where the ship could supply \wr-
•elf with a mast or yard, to whatever distress she
liiijjjht he reduced. It was the opinion of the car-

jicntcr of the Resolution, who was a niastmaker as

"Well as a shipwright, that very good masts might be
iiadc from the trees in question. The wood of them,
ivhicli is white, close-grained, tough, and light, is well
adapted to that purpose. One of the small islands

*sliere the trees were found, was called by the captain
the Isle of Pines. To another, on account of its allbrd

ing sullicienl employment to the botanists, during tho

m
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Botany lsl<'.

Captain Cook now took into serious considerati i

wliat was lartlicr to l)e done. He had ])retty Avell

determined the extent «>f the south-west coast of New
Caledonia, and wouhl gladly have proceeded to a njorc

accurate survey of the whoU% had h(; not been dc-

lt!rr( (1, not only hy the dangers he must encounter, l)iit

l»y the time recjuired for the undertaking^, and vvlii, li

he couhl not possibly spare. Indeed, when he con-

sidered the vast ocean he had to explore to the soutli

;

the state and condition of the ship; the near approach

of summer; and that any material accident might de-

tain him in this sea even for another year, he did not

think it adv^'-^'hle to make New Caledonia any longer

the object of his attention. But though he was thus

obliged, by necessity, for the first time, to leave a coast

which he had discovered, before it was fully surveycti,

he did not quit it till he had ascertained the extent ol

the country, and proved, that, exci^pting New Zealand,

it was perhaps the largest island in the ^iouth Pacilic

Ocean.

As the Resolution pursued her course from New
CaUulonia, land was discovered, which, on a nearer

approach, was found to be an island, of good height,

ami live leagues in circuit. Captain Cook named it

Norfolk Isle, in honour of the noble family of Howard.
[t was uninhabited ; and the first persons that ever set

foot on it were unquestionably our English navigators.

Various trees and plants were observed that are com-

mon at New Zealand ; and, in particular, the flax plant,

which is rather more luxuriant here than in any part ol'

that countr^^ The chief produce of the island is a kind

of spruce pine, exceedingly straight and tall, whi( li

grows in great abundance. Such is the size of many
of the trees, that, breast high, they are as thick as two
men can fathom. Among the > egetables of the place,

lh(? palm-cabl)age afTorded both a wholesome and pala-

table refreshment; and, indeed, proved the most agree-

able repast tJiat our people had for a considerable time
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SECOND VOYAGE. M
jipnjoved. In addition to this jj^ratilieation, they had the

;i)i»'Hsure of procuririjjf some excellent hsli.

From Norfolk Isb;, our comman(h'r steered for New
j^caiarid, it bein»j^ his intention to touch at Que(!n

tliarlotte's Sound, that he might refresh his crew, and

•put the sJiip in a condition to encounter tlie soutlu'rn

latitudes. On the 18th of October, he anchored before

^liip Cove in that sound; and the first thing he did,

ffter landing, was to look for the bottle he had left on

jflie shore, in which was a memorandum. It was taken

fway ; and it soon ajjpeared, from indubitable cinuim-

Itances, that the Adventure had been in the cove after

|t was iiuitted by the Resolution.

Lpon >isiting the gardens which had been formed at

jMotnara, the^ were found almost in a state of nature,

liaving been wholly ^leglected by the inhabitants,

ll'lany, however, of the articles were in a flourishing

(Rendition, and showed how well they liked the soil in

fvliieh they were planted. It was several days before

j|ny of the natives made their appearance; but when
tliey did so, and recognised Captain Cook and his

friends, joy succeeded to fear. They hurried in num-
bers out ol' the woods, ami embraced the English over
9iid over again, leaping and ski|)ping about like mad-
Ipen. Amidst all this extravagance of joy, they were

refu? to preserve the lionour of their females; for

ey would not permit some women, who were seen at

II distance, to come near our people. The captain's

Wh<»l(^ intercourse witii the New Zt^alanders, during
this his third visit to Queen Charlotte's Sound, was
HeaeeaMe ajid friendly ; and one of them, a man appa-
rently of conse(juence, whose name was Peclro, prt;-

Blinted jiim with a stall' of honour, such as the chijis

generally carry. In return, our commander dressed
J*(LMlro, who liad a line pe-son, and a good presence,
l|i a suit of old clothes, of which he was not a little

Jfoud.
Captain Cook still continued his solicitude to stock
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jjiji^s, a boar and sow, to be put on shore. Tb(n*e wns

reason to believe, that some of the coeks and hens whidi

had ibnnerly been left here still existed. None of them,

indeed, were seen ; but a hen's egg was found, whicli

had not long been laid.

Mr. Wales had now an opportunity of completliii;

his observations with regard to Queen Charlotte

<

Sound, so as to ascertain its latitude and longitudt

witli the utmost accuracy. In the captain's foriiui

voyage there had been an error in this respect. Sik li

were Mr. Wales's abilities and assiduity, that tin

same correctness was maintained by him, in deter-

mining the situations of all the other places which won.

visited by our navigators.

On the 10th of November, Captain Cook took lii>

dciparture from New Zealand, in farther pursuit of iiis

great object, the determination of the question con

cerning the existence of a southern continent. Having

sailed, till the 27th, in dillerent degrees of latitude

extending from 43 to 55° 48' south, he gave up all

hopes of finding any more land in this ocean. He caiiu',

therefore, to the resolution of steering directly for tin

west entrance of the Straits of Magalhaens, with a vicu

of coasting the south side of Terra del Fuego, rouiui

Cape Horn, to the Strait Le Maire. As the world liad

hitherto obtained but a very imperfect knowledge oi

this shore, the captain thought that the full survey oi

it would be more advantageous, both to navigation aiid

geography, than any thing he could expect to find in a

higher latitude.

In the prosecution of his voyage, our commander, on

the 17th of December, reached the west coast of Terra

del Fuego ; and having continued to range it till tin

20th, he came to an anchor in a place to which he after-

wards gave the name of Christmas Sound. Through tin

whole course of his various navigations, he had never

seen so desolate a coast. It seems to be entirely com-

posed of rocky mountains, without the least appearanct

of vegetation. These mountains terminate in horribit

precipices, the craggy summits of whicli spire up to a

a
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yast height ; so that scarcely any thing in nature can

tpjicir with a more barren and savage aspect, than the

vliolc of the country.

The run which Captain Cook had made directly

•cross the ocean in a high southern latitude, was be-

lieved by him to be the first of the kind that had ever

been carried into execution. He was, therefore, some-

what particular in remarking every circumstance which
seemed to be in the least material. However, he could

i|ot but observe, that he had never made a passage any
where, of such length, or even of a much shorter ex-

tent, in which so few things occurred, that were of an

interesting nature. Excepting the variation of the

compass, he knew of nothing else that was worthy of

notice. The captain had now done with the Southern

Pacific Ocean ; and he had explored it in such a man-
ner, that it would be impossible for any one to think

tliat more could be performed in a single voyage, to-

wards obtaining that end, than had actually been ac-

complished.

Barren and dreary as the land is about Christmas

Sound, it was not whoUv destitute of some accommo-
dations, which could not fail of being agreeable to our
navigators. Near every harbour they found fresh water
and wood for fuel. The country abounds likewise with
wild fowl, and particularly with geese ; which afforded

a refreshment to the whole crew, that was the more
acceptable on account of the approaching festival. Had
not Providence thus happily provided for them, their

Christmas cheer must have been salt beef and pork.

Some Madeira wine, the only article of provision that

was mended by keeping, was still left. This, in 'con-

Junction with the geese, which were cooked in every
variety of method, enabled our people to celebrate

Christmas as cheerfully, as perhaps was done by their

Irieiids in England.

; The inhabitants of Terra del Fuego, Captain Cook
found to be of the same nation that he had formerly
!|ecu in Success Bay ; and the same whom M. de Bou-
gainville has distinguished by the name of Pecharas.
vTliey are a little, ugly, half-starved, beardless race, and
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«^o almost naked. It is tlieir own (uult that tlicv ar.

not licttcr clotlicd, naturt^ Iiavinj^ iurnislitHl tlirni \\\\\t

ample materials for that purpose. By liniiisf their seal

skin cloaks with the skins and feathers of acjuatic hir(l>

by makini^ the cloaks themselves lar<?er ; and by ap-

plying the same materials to diileront parts of clothing,

they might render their dress much more warm and

comfortable. But while they are doomed to exist in

one of the most inhospitable climates in the globe,

they have not sagacity enough to avail themselves ot

those means of adding to the conveniences of lill,

which Providence has put into their power. In shorl,

the captain, after having been a witness to so mam
varieties of the human race, hath pronounced, that, oi

all the nations he had seen, the Pecharas are the most

wretched.

Notwithstanding the barrenness of the country, it

abounds with a variety of unknown plants, and gave

suHicient employment to the botanists of the Resolu-

tion. " Almost every plant " says Mr. Forster, " whicli

we gathered" on the rocks, " was new to us, and souk

species were remarkable for the beauty of their flowers,

or their smell."

On the 28th of December, our commander sailed

from Christmas Sound, and ])rocceded on his voyage,

round Cape Horn, through Strait le Mai re, to Stateii

Land. This famous Cape was passed by him on the next

dav, when he entered the Southern Atlantic Ocean. In

some charts, Cape Horn is laid down as belonging to a

small island ; but this was neither confirmed, nor could

it be contradicted by our navigators ; for sevei :il

breakers appeared in the coast, both to the east and

west of it, and the hazy weather rendered every object

very indistinct. Though the summits of some of tlio

hills were rock}, the sides and valleys seemed covered

with a green turf, and wooded in tufts.

In ranging Staten Island, a good |)ort was fouiitl,

situated three leagues to the westward of St. Jolm, and

in a northern direction. Upon account of the day on

whii'h th(! discovery of this port was made, (being tlir

1st of January) Captain Cook gave it the name of New
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l^far's Harbour. Th»; knowledi»<! of it may he of ser-

ine \o future na> i<:;ators. Indeed, it w(»ul«l be more
flp)\enient for ships bound to the west, or round Cape
3)rn, if its situation would permit them to put to s(>a

til an easterly and northerly wind. 13ut this incon-

vanienee is not of great consequence, since these winds

1^ seldom known to be of loii}? duration. The captain,

J^wever, has declared, that if he were on a voya«;e

B0und Cape Horn to the west, and not in want of wood

0t water, or any other thinj^ which might make it

fiK'<'ssary to put into port, he would not approach the

llpd at all. By keeping out at sea, the currents Avould

h$ avoided, which, he was satisfied, would lose their

ftiree at ten or twelve leagues from land, and be totally

,|^tliout influence at a greater distance.

The extent of Terra del Fuego, and consequently

lliat of the Straits of Magalhaens, our commander aseer-

jbl^ned to be less than has been laid down by the geinv

nJity of navigators. Nor was the coast, upon the

sfl^ole, found to be so dangerous as has often been
represented. The weather, at the same time, was re-

^mrkably temperate.

Jn one of the little isles near Staten Land, and
iptiich had l>een called by Captain Cook, New Year's

liles, there was obser^ ed a harmony between the dif-

i§Wrent animals of the place, which is too curious to he

Ojftitted. It seemed as if they had entered into a

Ulligue not to disturb each other's tran(juiliity. The
aafeater part of the seacoast is occupi(!d by the sea-

Wns ; the sea-bears take up their abode in the isle
;

tbe shags are posted in the highest clitts ; the penguins
jBx their quarters where there is the most easy com-
n^iication to and from the sea; and the rest of the

wds choose more retired places. All these animals
ll^re occasionally seen to mix together, like domestic
cittle and poultry in a farmyard, without one attempt-
ix^ to molest the other. Nay, the captain had often

<rffeerved the eagles and vultures sitting on the hills

pong the shags, while none of the latter, whether old
oi*young, appeared to hr in the least disturbed at their
ppseiiee. It may be asked, then, how do these birdii

m

.'
i

1

I

»hJ •

'.



§\

20 CAPTAIN cook's

of prey live } This question our cominaiitler liatli ar

sw(!red, by supposiiif^ that they feed on the carcasses,

seals and birds which die by various causes. It is pn.

bable, from the immense quantity of animals with wliii;

this isle abounds, that such carcasses exist in grt-

numbers.
From Staten Island, Captain Cook sailed, on the It

of January, with a view, in the first place, of discover

in^ that extensive coast, laid down by Mr. Dalr^ni)!;

in his chart, in which is the gulf of St. Sebastian. 1

order to have all other parts before him, the captai:

designed to make the western point of that gulf. A

he had some doubt of the existence of such a coast, thi

appeared to him the best route for determining tli

matter, and for exploring the southern part of tli;

ocean. When he came to the situations assigned to tl

different points of the gulf of St. Sebastian, neither laii

nor any unequivocal signs of land were discovered

On the contrary, it was evident, that there could ik

be any extensive tract of country in the direction wliic:

had been supposed.

Proceeding in his voyage, land was seen on the 14tl

which was at first mistaken for an island of ice. It wa

in a manner wholly covered with snow. From the jk:

son by whom it was first discovered, it obtained tli

name of Wallis's Island. It is a high rock, of no gres

extent, near to which are some rocky islots. Anotlir

island, of a larger compass, on account of the vast niiiii

ber of birds which were upon it, was called Bird Isk

A more extensive range of country had been seen ft

some time, which Captain Cook reached on the ITll

and where he landed, on the same day, in three di!

ferent places. The head of the bay, in which he cam

to shore, was terminated by particular ice cliffs, i

considerable height. Pieces were continually breaklii.

off*, and floating out to sea ; and while our navigator

were in the bay, a great fall happened, which made:

noise like a cannon. No less savage and horrible wtr

the inner parts of the country. The wild rocks raise

their summits till they were lost in the clouds, and tli

valleys lay covered with everlasting snow. There wi'

-Vr,
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Ikbt a tree to be seen, or a shrub found, that was even

iMg enough to make a toothpick. The only vegetation,

lliat was mot with, was a <'oarsc slrong-bladcd grass,

^rowing in tufts, wild burnet, and a plant like moss,

wliicli sprang from the rocks.

AVIieii our commander f.inded in the bay, he dis-

tlftvcd the English colours; and, under a discharge of

mall arms took possession of the country in his ma-

jesty's name. It was not, however, a discovery which

was ever likely to be ])roductive of any considerable

liencfit. In his return to the ship. Captain Cook
brought with him a quantity of seals and penguins,

wliicli were an acceptable present to the crew ; not

^ni th(! want of provisions, which were plentiful in

<l?^ery kind, but from a change of diet. Any sort of

fresh nu!at was j)referrcd by most on board to salt.

TIic captain himself was now, for the first time, tired

of the suited meats of the ship; and though the (lesli

of the penguins could scarcely vie with bullock's liver,

its freshness was suHicient to render it comparatively

•greeable to the; palate. To the bay in which he had
Jjeeii, he gave the name of Possession Bay.

The land in which this bay lies, was at first judged
by our navigators to be part of a great continent. But,

Upon coasting round the whole country, it w^as proved
to a demonstration that it was only an island of seventy

leagues in circuit. In honour of his majesty. Captain

Cook called it the Isle of Georgia. It could scarcely

S.ve
been thought, that an island of no greater extent

an this, situated between the latitude of fifty-four and
^ly-five, should, in a manner, be wholly covered, many
i|tlioins deep, with frozen snow, in the height of sum-
Iper. The sides and summits of the lofty mountains
ifcre cased with snow and ice ; and an incredible

flruaiitity lay in the valleys. So immense was the (juan-

toty that our commander did not think that it could be
tilt' i)roduce of the island. Some land, therefore, which
be had seen at a distance, induced him to believe, that

f
might belong to an extensive tract ; and gave him

opes of discovering a continent. In this respect, how-

jj> er, he was disappointed ; but the disappointment did
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Tt^ till' more (lislini;iiislied Iraets of country, which

W*r<' <lis«-o\en-d from the 31st of January to the (>tli

<yf I'cliniarv, Captain Cook ^^ave the names of Cape

Bllsl<tl, Ca|)(^ >l()iitaii;u, Saimder's Isle, Candh'nuLS

Idfcs, ami Sandwicli's Land. The last is either a si^roup

of islamis, or else a point of the continent. For that

tlltrc is a tract of land near the pole, which is tin;

SOdr'-c of most of the ice that is spread over this vast

SOtotlirni Ocean, was the captain's iirm opinion. Jlo

alio thoui^ht it prohahle, that this land must evtend

ftarthcst to the; north, where it is ojiposite to the SoutluM'ii

^aiitic and Indian Oceans. Ice had always been found

bjliiin farther to the north in these oceans, than any

wfcerc else, and this he judj^ed could not be the case,

if there were not land of considerable extent to the

fMMltli. However, the i;reatest part of this southern

bQnt incut, if it actually exists, must lie within the polar

d^le, where the sea is so encumbered with ice, that

tlii land is rendered inaccessible. So u^reat is the risk

lli^ich is run, in examininjif a coast in these unknown
•Md i(^y seas, that our commander, with a modest and

"I ii^rounded boldness, could assert, that no man
lid ever venture farther than he had done ; and that

lands which may lie to the south will never be
lored. Thick foi^s, snow storms, intense cold, and

•Sfl^ry thini^ beside, that can render navij^ation daii-

gilrous, must be encountered ; all w hich ditliculties arc

gi^atly heiiijhtened by the inexpressibly horrid aspect

Orihe country. It is a country doomed by nature never
ortfcc to l*e(d the warmth of the sun's rays, but to lie

bttricd in everlasting; snow and ice. Whatever ports

there may be on the coast, they are almost entirely

cot( red with frozen snow of a vast thickness. If, how-
ever, any one of them should be so far open as to invito

aiihip into it, -she would run the risk of bein«]f fixed

thii'c for ever, or of cominjj^ out in an ice island. To
this it may be added, that the islands and floats on the
ootst, th

fivya lie

bef'<piall^'

» i^oihinj

e great falls from the ice clifl's in the port, or
snow storm, attended with a sharp frost, might
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Cook, if it had been practicable, to penetrate faril

to tlie south: but dilliculties like these were not t(i

surmounted. It' he had risked all that had been dd

durin<^ the voyai^e, lor the sake of discoveriii«; ;i

exploring a coast, which, when discovered and t

j)lored, would have answered no end whatever,

Iiave been of the least use either to navij^ation or
\i>

jifraphy, or indeed to any other science, he would jiw

have been charged with inexcusable temerity, l!

determined, therefore, to alter his course to the oa

and to sail in quest of Bouvet's Land, the existence

which was yet to be settled. Accordingly, this v

the principal object of his pursuit, from the 6th to t'

22d of the month. By that day he had run down tlii

teen degrees of longitude, in the v ery latitude assi<,ni'

for Bouvet's Land. No such land, however, was I
covered; nor did any proofs occur of the existeiici

Cape Circumcision. Our commander Avas at this tii;

no more than two degrees of longitude from the roir

lie had taken to the south, when he left the Cape

Good Hope. It would, therefore, have been to i

purpose to proceed any farther to the east in this
[

rallel. But being desirous of determining the questi

concerning some land that was supposed to have be

seen more to the south, he directed his course for i

situation in which the discovery of it might be expecti

Two days were spent by him in this pursuit, to i

efiectual purpose. After having run over the pla^

where the land was imagined to lie, without meetii,

with the least signs of any, it became certain that tL

ice islands had deceived our navigators, as well i

Mr. Bouvet.
Captain Cook had now made the circuit of the soutl

ern ocean in a high latitude, and traversed it in suili

manner as to leave not the least room for the possil

lity of there being a continent, unless near the polt

and out of the reach of navigation. By twice visitiii.

the tropical sea, he had not only settled the situalii;

of some old discoveries, but made many new one?

and, indeed, even in that part, had left little more i

be accomplished. The intention of the voyage hai

m
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ill every respect, been fully answered, and the southern

hCBjisphere suflieiently explored. A linal end was

hopebv |)ut to the searching after a southern continent,

wide h, lor nearly two centuries past, had occasionally

«ll»r<)ss<'d the attention of some of the maritime powers,

and l»H(l been urged w ith great ardour by philosophers

<uy geographers in different ages.

"Tlie great purpose of his na\igation round the globe

beilig thus completed, the captain began to direct his

Tiefws towards England. He had, indeed, some thoughts

ol|>rotracting his course a little longer, for the sake of

Wfisiting the place where the French discovery is said

to be situated. But, upon mature deliberation, he

delermined to lay aside his intention. He considered,

ikiit if this dist;overy had really been made, the end

would be as fully answered, as if it had been done by

bbBself. It could only be an island ; and, if a Judg-

ment might be formed from the degree of cold which

our voyagers had experienced in that latitude, it could

oel be a fertile one. Besides, our commander would
hlNreby have been kept two months longer at sea, and

Ulit in a tempestuous latitude, with which the ship

nm not in a condition to struggle. Her sails and

ringing were so much worn, that something was giving

itlSf every hour ; and there was nothing left, either to

Impair or to replace them. The provisions of the vessel

Wf^Fe in such a state of decay, that they aftbrded little

nfcilrishment, and the company had been long without

iweshments. Indeed, the crew were yet healthy,

aiii would cheerfully have gone wherever the captain

jw|g*ed it proper to lead them ; but he was fearful, lest

tllO scurvy should lay hold of them, at a time, when
iie|te of the remedies were left by which it could be

reiloved. He thought, likewise, that it would have
beln cruel in him to have continued the fatigues and
hiiidships they were perpetually exposed to, longer

was absolutely necessary. Throughout the whole
Ofage, they had merited by their behaviour every

Igence which it was in his power to bestow. Ani-
d by the conduct of the oflicers, they had shown

th|| no dilliculties or dangers which came in their way

I
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\v«!io iiK;a|K)l)Io of l)('in<i; siirniountcHl ; nor Iia<l tl|.

artivity, eoura^ts and clicerriilncss been in the li

,

ahated by the st'i)aration from thorn of their consult !!

Adveiitun^
From all these eonsiderations, whicdi were evidnii

the dietates of wisdom and humanity, Captain CVi

was indneed to S|)end no Icnijjfer time in seareliiii;,^

the FnMieh dis(!OAeries, bnt to steer for tlio C:i|)t

Good Hope. He determined, however, to direct
I

course in such a manner, as to h)ok for tl»e JsUs

Denia and Marseveen, which art; hiid down in I>

Hailev's variation chart. After sailing in the i»roi.^

Jatitu(h;s from the 2oth of February to tlie \'M\\

Mareli, no such islands were discos ered. Notliii.

indeed, had been se«!n that could encouraj^^e our m

Risers to persevere in a search after them; and iim

time could not now be spared, either for the ]»ui'|i(iv

of linding them, or of provinj^ their nonexistni.

Every one on board was for good reasons impatient

^o\ into port. The captain, therefore, could no Ioiil'

avoid yieldin<^ to the <!^eneral wishes, and resolvin;;

pro(;eed to the Cape without fnrther delay.

Soon after our commander had come to this dot*'

ruination, he demanded of the oilicers and petty otlictr

in pursuance of his instructions, the lop; books a;

journals they had kept; which were deliNcred to lik

accordingly, and sealed up for the inspection of tl
,;

Admiralt}'. He enjoined them also, and the \\iii

crew, not to divulge where they had been, till tb

were permitted to do so by their lordships; an injiiiii

tion, a compliance with which might probably be n:
j

dered sonvewhat dillicult, from the natural tendon

there is in men, to relate the extraordinary enterpriM

and adventures wherein they have been concerned.

As the Resolution approached towards the Cape i

Good Hope, she fell in first with a Dutch East Iiulir

man from Bengal, commanded by Captain Bosch ;
an

next with an English Indiaman, being the True Britu'

from China, of which Captain Broadly was the coin

mander. Mr. Bosch very obligingly offered to on; I

nm igators sugar, arrack, and whatever he had to spun

^
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il raptaiii Broadly, >\ith the most ready pcnerosily,

|»rtit tliem i'resli provisions, tea, and various articles

hirli could not fail ol'beinj^ peculiarly acceptable to

hropic in their situation. Even a parcel Oi'old news-

iHi)ers furnished no sli<fht <j^ratilication to persons who
Iiad so lonp; been deprived ot'obtaiiiini? any intelli<»;ence

^uiiccrnini!^ their country and the state ol' Europe.

pi(»ni these vessels Captain Cook recei\ed some inlor-

nation with ref;ard to what had happened to the Ad-
iciiture after her separation from the Resolution.

On AVednesday, tlie 22d of iMarch *, he anchored in

Table Bay; where he found se\eral Dutch ships, some
French, and the Ceres, an English East Indiaman,

jxiund directly for En«j;land, under the command of

['aptain Newte. By this j^entleman he sent a copy of

llie preceding part of his journal, some charts, and

i>tlier drawings, to the Admiralty.

During the circumnavigation of the globe, from the

|)t'riod of our commander's leaving the Cape of Good
Hope lo his return to it again, he had sailed no less

llian twontv thousand leagues. This was an extent of

lOyage nearly e{jual to three times the equatorial cir-

•lunference of the earth, and v hich had never been
iccomplished before, ])y any ship, in the same compass
nf duration. In such a case, it could not be a matter

i»f surprise, that the rigging and sails of the Resolu-

ti(tn should be essentially damaged, and even worn
put: and ^et, in all this great run, >vhich had been
made in every latitude between nine and seventy-one,

she did not spring either low mast, topmast, lower or

topsail yard ; nor did she so much as break a lower or

lt)|)mast shroud. These happy circumstances were
)wing to the good properties of the vessel, and the

|^iIlgular care and abilities of her ofHcers.

On the remainder of the voyage it is not necessary

Ito eidarge. Though it was conducted with the same
jattcntion to navigation and geography, and with the

|same sagacity in marking whatever was worthy of

* With our navigators, who had sailed round the world, it

[was Wednesday, the 22d of March ; but at the Cape of Good
'Hope it was Tuesday the 21st.

VM.. u. t>

J"!

>fr::
) ;

•f



CAPTAIN COOK S

I.:

•'\

u
observation, nevertheless, as it was not employed in

traversing unknown seas, or in discovering coiintriiv

that had not been heard of before, it may be sufficieti!

briefly to mention the places at which Captain Cook

touched, before his arrival in England. The repair;

of the ship having been completed, and the neccssar\

stores gotten on board, together with a fresh supply oi

provisions and water, he left the Cape of Good Hopf

on the 27th of April, and reached the Island of St. Hi-

lena on the 15th of May. Here he staid till the 21st,

when he sailed for the Island of Ascension, where h

anchored on the 28th. From this place he directed

his course, on the 31st, for the Island of Fernando <]•

Noronha, at which he arrived on the 9th of June.

In the progress of the voyage, our commander madf

an experiment upon the still for procuring fresh wator,

and the result of the trial was, that the invention is

useful upon the whole, but that to trust entirely to it

would by no means be advisable. Indeed, provided

there is not a scarcity of fuel, and the coppers arc

good, as much water may be obtained as will support

life ; but no efforts will be able to procure a quantity

sufficient for the preservation of health, especially in

hot climates. Captain Cook was convinced, by expe-

rience, that nothing contributes more to the health of

seamen, than having plenty of water.

On the 14th '^f July, the captain came to an anchor

in the Bay of FayaK one of the Azores islands. His

sole design in stopping here was to give Mr. Wales an

opportunity of finding the rate of the watch, that

hereby he might be enabled to fix the longituf'^i of thes

islands v^ith the greater degree of certainty, ^o

sooner, therefore, had our commander anchored, tliaii

he sent an oflicer to wait on the English consul, and

to acquaint the govcnor with the rrrival of oar navi

gators, requesting his permission for Mr. Wales to

make obse^'vations on shore, for the purpose now men-

tioned. Mr. Dent, who then acted as consul, not only

obtained this permission, but accommodated Mr. Wales

with a convenient place in his garden, to set up his

instruments.

4^q
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This object being accomplished, Captain Cook pro-

M'ded, on the 19th, with all expedition for England,

ill the 30th of the same month, he anchored at Spit-

Jicad, and landed at Portsmouth ; having been absent

Join Great Britain three years and eighteen days, in

irlii<'li time, and under all changes of climate, he had

|Dst but four men, and only one of them by sickness.

r'i

CHAP. V.

Iccoiint of Captain CiMk during the Period between Ids

Second Voyage and his Voyage to the Pacijic Ocean.

[he able maimer in which Captain Cook had conducted

le |)receding voyage, the discoveries he had made,

1(1 his complete determination of the grand point he

id been sent to ascertain, justly and pow^erfully re-

)mineii(led him to the protection and encouragement
all those who had patronized the undertaking. Mo

Iterations had occurred, during his absence, in the

residency of the a^'miralty department. The noble

}n\, Aviiose extensive views had taken such a lead in

|e plans of navigation and discovery, still continued

the head of that board ; and it could not be other-

[ise than a high satisfaction to him, that so extraordi-

iry a degree of S'iCcess had attended his designs for

^e enlargement oi science. His lordshij) lost no time

represennng Captain Cook's jnerits to the king; nor
Id his majesty stand in need of soli(;itations to show
|V(>ar to a man, who had .0 eminently fulfilled his

Jival and muniticent intentions. Accordinglv, our
\.\ igator, o'- the l)th of August, was raised to the rank
a post eriptain. Three days afterwards, he received

jniore distinguished and substantial mark of the ap-

rohation of government ; for he was tlien a|)pointed a

iptain vy Greenwich Hospital ; a situation which was
jtended to afford him a pleasing and honourable re-

pard for his illustrious labours and ser\ ices.

m it will easily be supposed, that the lovers of science
'>uld, in general, be peculiarly attentive to the eflects

"Iting from Captain ''ook's discoveries. The addi-
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tions he had made to the knowledge of geography, na\i

gation, and astronomy, and the new views lie 'm

opened of the diversified state of human life and man

ners, could not avoid commanding their esteem, aiK

exciting their admiration. With many persons ofplij.

losophic literature he was in the habits of intimacy anr

friendship ; he was particularly acquainted with >Si'

John Pringle, at that time president of the Royal Sf>

ciety. It Avas natural, therefore, that his scientili

friends should wish him to become a member of tli;

learned body; the consequeiice of which was, that,!;

the latter end of the year 1775, he was pioposcd as;

candidate for election. On the 29th of February, 17TiJ

he was unanimously chosen ; and he was admitted k

the 7th of March. That same evening, a ^^?'per < ?s read

which he had addressed to Sir John Prin*^' vinic.

an account of the method he had taken to preserve tli

health of the crew of his majesty's ship the Resolutk

daring her voyage round the world. Another papei

at the request of the president, was communicated \>

him on the 18th of April, relative ^o the tides in tl

^South Seas. The lides particularly considered wer

those in the Lndeavour River, on the east coast of Kc
Holland.

A still greater honour was in reserve for Captai:

Cook, than the election of him to be a common rneir

l)er of the Royal Society. It was resolved by Sir Joli:

Pringle and the council of the society, to bestow U|w

him the estimable prize of the gold medal, for the be?

experimental paper of the year ; and no determinatioi

could be founded in greater wisdom and justice. !

Captain Cook had made no important discoveries, if 1

had not determined the question conct. ng a souther;

continent, his name would have been entitled to im

mortality, on account of his humane attention to, anc

his unparalleled success in preserving the lives aii'

health of his seamen.

He had good reason, upon this head, to assume •'

pleasurable, but modest language, with which he (

<;oncluded his narrative of his second itHvigation roun'

Uie globe : "Whatever," says he, " nia be the publi'
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(lo-ment about other matters, it is with real satl.^fae-

<)!i, and without claiming? any merit but that of atteii-

on to my duty, that I can conclude this account with

in observation, which facts enable us to make, that our

iavini^ discovered the possibility of preservings health

tnong a numerous ship's company, for such a lenojth of

nie, in such varieties of climate, and amidst such con-

^iiued hardships and fatigues, will make this voyage

markable, in the opinion of every benevolent person,

hen the disputes about the southern continent shall

ve ceased to engage the attention, and to divide the

dgnient of philosophers."

It was the custom of Sir John Pringle, at the deli-

ry of Sir Godfrey Copley's annual medal, to give an

aborate discourse, containing the history of that part

science for the improvement of which the medal was
nferred. Upon the present occasion, the president

d a subject to enlarge upon, which was perfectly

ngenial to his disposition and studies. His own life

(I been much employed in pointing out the means
hioh tended not only to cure, but to prevent, the

jseases of mankind ; and, therefore, it was with oecu-

ar pleasure and affection that he celebrated the con-

juct of his friend, who, by precautions equally wise

id simple, had rendered the circumnavigation of the

*H()l)e, so far as health is concerned, quite a harmless

li'lcrtaking. Tqwards the beginnii;g of his discourse

^'/r John justly asks, "What inquiry can be so useful

*> i!at which hath for its object the saving the lives of

{ and when shall we find one more successful than

jat oefore us? Here," ad<ls the president, "are no
lin boastings of the empiric, nor ingenious and delu-

l\e theories of the dogmatist; but a concise and art-

Jss, and an incontested relation of the means by which,
[nder divine favour. Captain Cook, with a company of

hundred and eighteen men, performed a voyage of
iree years and eighteen days, throughout all the di-
lates, from fifty-two degrees north to seventy-one

I'grces south, with Mie loss of only one man by sidi-

^ss.'—I would now inquire," proceeds Sir John Prin-
lie, " of the most conversant in the study of bills of

'*.^
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mortality, whether, in the mdst healthful elimato, aiij

in the best condition of life, they have ever found y

small a number of deaths within that space of t'mii

How great and agreeable then must our surprise li^

after perusing the histories of long navigations in for

mer days, when so many perished by marine disease*.

to find the air of the sea acquitted of all malignity

and, in fine, that a voyage round the world mav l»

undertaken with less danger, perhaps, to health, that

a common tour in Europe !"

In the progress of his discourse, the president rr

counted the dreadful calamities and destruction tik

scurvy had heretofore brought upon mariners in vo\

. s of great length ; after which he pointed out 2

i. ge, and illustrated with his own observations, tli-

methods pursued by Captain Cook for preserving tli'

health of his men. In conclusion, Sir John remarked

that the Royal Society never more cordially or niof

meritoriously bestowed the gold medal, that faithtii

symbol of their esteem and affection. " For if," say

lie, '* Rome decreed the civic crown to him who savtv

the life of a single citizen, what wreaths are due t

that man, who, having himself saved many, perpetuatb

in your transactions the means by which Britain iiiai

now, on the most distant v oyages, preserve numbers t

her intrepid sons, her mariners ; who, braving even

danger, have so liberally contribute^ .0 the fame, t^

the opulence, and to the maritime empire of thti

country*!"

* Sir John Pruigle's Six Discourses, p. 145—147, 199.-

It cannot but be acceptable to insert here Captair Cook

enumeration of the several causes to which, under the carer

Providence, the uncommon good state of health, experioncr

by his people, was owing. I shall not trespass upon tb

reader's time in mentioning them all, but confine myself 1;

such as were found the most useful.
" We were furnished with a quantity of malt, of wliicl

was made sweet wort. To such of the men as showed tlit

least symptoms of the scurvy, and also to such as Mif

thought to be threatened with that disorder, this was givm

from one to two or three pints a day each man ; or in siu'

proportion as the surgeon found necessary, which sometinif

amounted to three quarts. This is, without doubt, one of tli

wr



TWEEN

ill climate, aiM

ever Ibund v

space of tirn.

ar surprise li^

ij^ations in for

larine disease*

all malignitv

world may I

to health, that

3 president rf

lestriiction tlit

ariners in to\

pointed out 3

serrations, tli-

preserving tlir

oh II remarked

dially or inoiv

il, that faitlitii

" For if," sav

lim who savtt

;hs are due ti

ly, perpetuate

h Britain iiiai

ve numbers •

jraving even

the fame, tfl

lire of theii

5—147, 199.-

Captair. Cook'

ider the care c.

th,experienw
pass upon tli;

itine myself K

nalt, of wliici

as showed tlit

such as Wirt

his was givi'ii

ui; or in mi
lich somctinif

iibt, one of tli'

HIS SECOND AND THIRD VOYAGE. 39

tOne circumstance alone was wanting to complete

e pleasure and celebrity arising from the assignment

it'st ant! corbutic sea medicines yet discovered; and if used

il tinit , will, with proper attention to other things, I am
iisnaded, prevent the scurvy from making any great pro-

ress for a considerable while. But I am not altogether of

)inion that it will cure it at sea.
'" Sour krout, of which we had a large quantity, is not

ily a wholesome vegetable food, but, in my judgment,

Ighly antiscorbutic ; and it spoils not by keeping. A pound
this was served to each man, when at sea, twice a week,
oftener, as was thought necessary.
•' Portable broth was another great article of which we
id a large supply. An ounce of this to each man, or such

iher proportion as circumstances pointed out, was boiled in

ieir pease, three days in the week ; and when we were in

laces where vegetables were to be got, it was boiled with
ieni, and wheat or oatmeal, every morning for breakfast

;

id also with pease and vegetables for dinner. It enabled us

make several nourishing and wholesome messes, and was
|e means of making the people eat a greater quantity of
L'getables than they would otherwise have done.

Rob of lemon and orange is an antiscorbutic we were
)t without. The surgeon made use of it in many cases with
reat success.
" Amongst the articles of victualling, we were supplied

^ith sugar in the room of oil, and with wheat for a part of
ir oatmeal ; and were certainly gainers by the exchange,
hjgar, I apprehend, is a very good antiscorbutic ; whereas
li (such as the navy is usually supplied with), I am of opi-

pou, has the contrary effect.
" But the introduction of the most salutary articles, either

provisions or medicines, will generally prove unsuccessful,
iless supported by certain regulations. On this principle,
lany years experience, together with some hints I had from
|ir Hugh Palliser, Captains Campbell, Wallis, and other in-

slligent officers, enabled me to lay a plan whereby all was to
governed.

'* The crew were at three watches, except upon some ex-
faordinary occasions. By this means they were not so much
[xposed to the weather, as if they had been at watch and
ifatch ; and had generally dry clothes to shift themselves,
dicn they happened to get wet. Care was also taken to ex-
pose them as little to wet weather as possible.
" Proper methods were used to keep their persons, ham-

locks, bedding, clothes, &c. constantly clean and dry.
ilqual care was taken to keep the ship clean and dry betwixt
It'cks. Once or twice a week she was aired with fires ; and
I'iien this could not be done, she was smoked with gunpow*

i
• <M:\
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of Sir Godfrey Copley's medal. Captain Cook v:.

not himself present, to hear the discourse of tlie pi,

der, mixed with vinegar and water. I had also, frequenth

a fire made in an iron pot at the bottom of the well, whic,

was of great use in purifying the air in the lower parts of Hk

ship. To this, and to cleanliness, as well in the ship t

amongst the people, too great attention cannot be paid ; ih-

least neglect occasions a putrid and disagreeable smell below

which nothing but fires will remove.
" Proper attention was paid to the ship's coppers, so tha:

they were kept constantly clean.
" The fat, which boiled out of the salt beef and pork,

I

never suffered to be given to the people ; being of oplni ,,

that it promotes the scurvy.
" I was careful to take in water wherever it was to be goi

even though we did not want it. Because I look upon fit;

water from the shore to be more wholesome than that whici

has been kept some time on board a ship. Of this essenti:

article we were never at an allowance, but had always pleii!

for every necessary purpose. Navigators in general caniiu;

indeed, expect, nor would they wish to meet with such i^

vantages in this respect, as fell to my lot. The nature of oi

voyage carried us into very high latitudes. But the hardship;

and dangers, inseparable from that situation, were in soni

degree compensated by the singular felicity we enjoyed,:

extracting inexhaustible supplies of fresh water from an occai

strewed with ice.
" We came to few places, where either the art of mini,oi

ti.e bounty of nature, had not provided some sort of refrejli

ment or other, either in the animal or vegetable way. It sn-

my first care to procure whatever of any kind could be ine

with, by every means in my power ; and to oblige our peopi;

to make use thereof, both by my example and authority ; but

the benefits arising from refreshments of any kind soon becaau

80 obvious, that I had little occasion to recommend the om

or to exert the other."

In a letter which Captain Cook wrote to Sir John Prinolt

just before he embarked on his last voyage, dated Plymoiii.

Sound, July 7, 1776, he expressed himself as follows :
"

I

entirely agree with you, that the dearness of the rob of lemoii:

and of oranges will hinder them from being furnished in lari:t

quantities. But I do not think this so necessary : for, thoii^r

they may assist other things, I have no great opinion of tluiii

alone. Nor have I a higher opinion of vinegar. My peoplt

had it very sparingly during the late voyage, and, towards tlit

latter part, none at all ; and yet we experienced no ill effed

from the want of it. The custom of washing the inside of tin

ship with vinegar, I seldom observed ; thinking that fire ami

smoke answered the purpose much better."

til
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tnt, and to rcct'ivo the honour conferred upon him.

le months before the anniversary of St. Andrew's

dkir, he iiad sailed on his last expedition. The medal,

3Bret'ore, was delivered into the hands of Mrs. Cook,

Sose satisfaction at being intrusted with so valuable

HT||«'(|jre of her husband's reputation cannot be ques-
*

('(I. Neither can it be doubted, but that the cap-

, before his departure from England, was fully ap-

;('(! of the mark of distinction which was intended

liim by the Royal Society.

Jjaptain Cook, after the conclusion of his second

age, was called upon to appear in the world in the

Sracter of an author. In the account that was pub-

cd, by authority, of his former circumnavigation of

globe, as well as of those which had been performed

the Captains Byron, Carteret, and Wallis, it was
ught requisite to procure the assistance of a pro-

ed literary man, whose business it should be to

w up a narrative from the several journals of these

imanders. Accordingly, Dr. Havvkesworth, as is

versally known, was employed for the purpose. In

present case, it was not esteemed necessary to have
ourse to such an expedient. Captain Cook was
ly regarded as sulficiently qualified to relate his

story. His journal only required to be divided

chapters, and perhaps to be amended by a few
bal corrections. It is not speaking extravagantly

ay, that, in point of composition, his history of his

age reflects upon him no small degree of credit.

style is natural, clear, and manly; being well

pted to the subject and to his own character : and

« possible that a pen of more studied elegance would
have given any additional advantage to the narra-

. It was not till some time after Captain Cook's
l||viiig England that the work was published ; but, in

meanwhile, the superintendence of it was under-
en by his learned and valuable friend. Dr. Douglas,
ose late promotion to the mitre hath aft'orded plea-

3 to every literary man, of every denomination.
en the Voyage appeared, it came recommended by
accuracy and excellence of its charts, and by a

m
m
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great variety of engravings, from the curious
i

beautiful drawings of Mr. Hodges. This work t

followed by the publication of the original astronomi

observations, which had been made by Mr. Wale*

the Resolution, and by Mr. Bayley in the Adveiitur

It was at the expense of the commissioners of lonj^'itc

that these observations were made, and it was by tli*

order that they w ere printed. The book of Mr. Ma
and Mr. Bayley displays, in the strongest light,,-

scientific use and value of Captain Cook's voyage.

Some of the circumstances which have now bt

mentioned have designedly been brought forward nic

early in point of time than should otherwise have k
done, in order to prevent any interruption in the cour

of the subsequent narrative.

Though Captain Cook was expected to sit dovo

repose, after his toils and labours, the design of fartli

discoveries was not laid aside. The illusion, indet

of a Terra Australis incognita, to any purposes ofco!

merce, colonization, and utility, had been dispellei

but there was .'mother grand question which remain'

to be determined ; and that was the practicability oi

northern passage to the Pacific Ocean.
It had long been a favourite object with navigatoi

and particularly with the English, to discover a shorit

a more commodious, and a more profitable course

sailing to Japan and China, and, indeed, to the Ei

Indies in general, than by making the tedious circuit

the Cape of Good Hope. To find a western passa;

round North America had been attempted by sever

bold adventurers, from Frobisher's first voyage,

1576, to those of James and of Fox, in 1631. By thb

expeditions a large addition was made to the knc

ledge of the northern extent of America, and Hudsot

and Bafiin's Bays were discovered. But the wisliK

for passage, on that side, into the Pacific Ocean, f-.

still unattained. Nor were the various attempts of oi

countrymen, and of the Dutch, to find such a passaj

by sailing round the north of Asia, in an eastern dirt^

tion, attended with better success. Wood's failure!

1676, appears to have concluded the long list of uiifoi
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lie expeditions in that century. The discovery, if

absolutely despaired of, had been unsuccessful in

n a number of instances, that it ceased, for many
|rs, to bt; an object of pursuit.

'he (lucstion was again revived in the present cen-

, Mr. Dobbs, a warm advocate for the probability

north-west passage through Hudson's Bay, once

re recalled the attention of this country to that

lertaking. In consequence of the spirit by him
^ited, Captain Middleton was sent out by govern-

it, in 1741, and Captains Smith and More, in 1746.

though an act of Parliament had been passed,

(ch secured a reward of twenty thousand pounds to

discovery of a passage, the accomplishment of this

)urite object continued at as great a distance as

fr.

ro ascertain a matter of such importance and magni-

|e in navigation, was reserved to be another glory

his present majesty's reign. The idea was pecu-

^ly suited to the enlightened mind of the noble lord

the head of the admiralty, and he adopted it with

lour. Preparatory to the execution of the design,

rd Mulgrave sailed with two ships, to determine

far navigation was practicable towards the north

|e. In this expedition, his lordship met with the

le insuperable difliculties which had been expe-
hced by former voyagers. Nevertheless, the ex])ec-

lon of opening a communication between the Pacific

Atlantic Oceans, by a northerly course, was not

^ndoned; and it was resolved that a voyage should
[undertaken to. that purpose.

For the conduct of an enterprise, the operations ol

jich were intended to be so new, so extensive, and
Ivarious, it was evident that great ability, skill, and
3crience were indispensably necessary. That Cap-
I Cook was of all men the best qualified for carry-

it intc execution was a matter that could not be
led in question. But, however ardently it might be
^hed that he would lake upon him the command of
' service, no one (not even his friend and patron,

rd Sandwich himself) presumed to solicit him upou £1
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the subject. The benefits he had already conferrpil

science and navin^atlon, and the labours and Ami^

he had gone through were so many and great, thai

was not deemed reasonable to ask him to eiiffairt -.1

fresh perils. At the same time, nothing could be m •

natural, than to consult him upon every thing relai

to the business ; and his advice was particularl\

quested with regard to the properest person for t

ducting the vovage. To determine this point, i

captain, Sir Hugh Palliser, and Mr. Stephens, w*

invited to Lord Sandwich's to dinner. Here, besk

taking into consideration what otticer should be recc

mended to his majesty for accomplishing the purpov

in view, many things were ssxid concerning the natt

of the design. Its grandeur and dignity, the con*

quences of it to navigation and science, and the n;

pletion it would give to the whole system of discov

ries, were enlarged upon in the course of the convr

sation. Captain Cook was so fired with the coiite:

plation and representation of the object, that he star!

up, and declared, that he himself would undertake ii

direction of the enterprise. It is easy to suppose, v.

what pleasure the noble lord, and the other gentlenit

received a proposal, which was so agreeable to tk

secret wishes, and which they thought of the higtic

importance towards attaining the ends of the voya:

No time was lost by the Earl of Sandwich, in lavi:

the matter before the king ; and Captain Cook %

appointed to the command of the expedition, ou It

10th of February, 1776. At the same time, it \!:

agreed that, ou his return to England, he should J

restored to his situation at Greenwich ; and, it

;

vacancy occurred during the interval, the ciliccrMi

succeeded him was to resign in his favour.

The command and the direction of the enterpri»

being thus happily settled, it became an object of gre^

importance to determine what might be the best cour*

tliat could be given to the voyagfi. All former na\ii.i

tors round the globe had returned to Europe by ti

Cape of Good Hope. But to V'-i ntain Cook the arduof

task was now assigned, of atic; ^[)ting it by reacliii
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hi"""!! northern latitudes between Asia and America
;

the adoption of tliis resolution was, 1 believe, the

It of his own reflections upon the subject. The

al plan, therefore, of discovery was reversed ; so

, instead of a passage from the Atlantic to the Pa-

, one from the latter into the former was to be

(I. Wiiatcver openings or inlets there might-be on

east side of America, that lie in a direction which

Id aflbrd any hopes of a passage, it was wisely fore-

I, that the ultimate success of the expedition would
end upon there being an open sea between the west

of that continent and the extremities of Asia.

ordingly Captain Cook was ordered to proceed

tile Pacific Ocean, through the chain of the new
jids which had been visited by him in the soutliern

After having crossed the equator into the1)1 (

Ftliern parts of that ocean, he was then to hold such

)urse as might probably fix many interesting points

geography, and produce intermediate discoveries,

(lis progress northward to the principal scene of his

{rations. With regard to his grand object, it was
?rmined, for the wisest reasons, and after the most
lure deliberation and inquiry, that upon his arrival

[the coast of New Albion, he should proceed north-

rd as far as the latitude of 65°, and not lose any
^e in exploring rivers or inlets, or upon any other

punt, until he had gotten into that latitude.

o give every possible encouragement to the pro-

[ution of the great design in view, the motives of

?rest were added to the obligations of duty. In the

of parliament which passed in 1745, the reward of

?nty thousand pounds had been only held out to the

jps belonging to any of his majestyi's subjects, while
majesty s own ships were excluded. Another, and

^re capital defect in this act was, that It confined the

mrd to such ships alone as should discover a passage
h)ugh Hudson's Bay. By a new law, which passed

|1 776, both these deficiencies were eflectually reme-
M. It was now enacted, " That if any ship, belong-
to any of his majesty's subjects, or to his majesty,

dl fine! out, and sail through any passage by sea,

u.
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between the Atlantic; and Paeific Oceans, in ami dt

thriy or parallel of the northern hemisphere, tot

northward of the 52° of northern latitnde, the owih

of such ships, if beionj^injf to any of his majesty's su

jects, or the commander, officers, and seamen of such <

belonging to his majestif, shall receive, as a reward

i

such discovery, the sum of twenty thousand pouiuk

That every thin<f mi^ht he done which could I'ai

tate the success of the j^rand expcnlition, Li«,'iiUhm
Pickersgill was sent out, in I77(i, with directions

explore the coasts of Baflin's Bay ; and in tin; iii

year, Lieutenant Yount^ was commissioned not nr

to examine the western parts of that bay, but to ciide,

vour to find a pavssage on that side, from the Atlaii'

to the Pacific Ocean. Nothinj? was performeil

either of these gentlemen that promoted the purpov.i

of Captain Cook's voyage. a

Two vessels were fixed upon by government fort

intended service ; the Resolution and ^''e Discovir

The command of the former was gi to Capta

Cook, and of the other to Captain C.-.«e. To i!

Resolution was assigned the same complement of oilict

and men which she had during her preceding voyant

and tJie only diflercnce in the establishment of tt

Discovery from that of the Adventure, was in t:

single instance of her having no marine oflicer i

board.

From the time of the two ships being put into m
mission, the greatest degree of attention and zeal «/

exerted by the Earl of Sandwich and the rest of t:

board of admiralty, to have them ecpiipped in the nii>

complete manner. Both the vessels were suppll'

with as much of every necessary article as could coi

veniently be stowed, and with the best of each kit

that could be procured. Whatever, likewise, the t

perience of the former voyages had shown to be ofai

utility in preserving the health ofseamen, was provid

in a large abundance. That some permanent hem;

might be conveved to the inhabitants of Otaheite, ai

of the other islands of the Pacific Ocean, whom oii

navigators might happen to visit, it was gracious;
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lanilcd by his majesty, that an assortment ()f useful

iais should be carried out to those countries. Ac-

(iiii^lv, a bull, two cows with their calves, and seve-

hcep, with hay and corn for their subsistence, were

on board ; and it was intended to add otln-r ser-

ihle animals to these, when Captain Cook shouhl

N' at the Cape of Good Hope. With the sann?

volent purposes, the captain was furnished with a

jicrit quantity of such of our European «j:arden

5, as could not fail of beinj:: a valuable present to

lewly discovered islands, by addinjjf fresh supplies

|o(l to their own vejifctable productions. By onler

kc board of admiralty, many articles besides were

rcred to our commander, which were calculated,

irious ways, to improve the condition of the na-

of the other hemisphere. Still farther to ])romote

Icndly intercourse with them, and to carry on a

Ic that might Im; profitable on both sid s, an ample

^tment was provided of iron tools and trinkets.

ittention no less humane was extended to the

[s of our own people. Some additional clothin<<^,

((!(! to a cold climate, was ordered for the crews
le two ships; and nothing was denied to our navi-

rs, that could be supposed to be in the least con-

,e to their health, or even to their convenience.

I

was not to the^e things only, that the extraordi-

care of Lord Sandwich, and of the other gentle-

iat the head of the naval department, was confined.

were equally solicitous to afford every assistance

was calculated to render the expedition of public

[y. Several astronomical and nautical instruments
intrusted, by the board of longitude, to Captain

c, and Mr. King his second lieutenant ; Avho had
Irtaken to make the necessary observations, during
oyage, for the improvement of astronomy and

l^ation. It was originally intended that a professed
•vator should be sent out in the Resolution ; but
'ientific abilities of the captain and his lieutenant
?red the appointment of such a person absolutely

:;es8arv. The case was somewhat difierent with
rd to the Discovery. Mr. William Bayley, who

mm

< y
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had already given satisfactory proofs of the skill
{|

diligence as an observator, while he was einplovtv

Captain Furneaux's ship, during the late voyage.

i

engaged a second time in that capacity, and apjici:

to sail on board Captain Clerke's vessel. The (1([;

ment oi" natural history was assigned to Mr. AndeN

the surgeon of the Resolution, who was as wi!li

he was well qualified, to describe every thing in:

branch of science which should occur worthy of iin;;

From the remarks of thi? gentleman, Captain (

had derived considerable assistance in hi.' last naV^

tion ; especially with regard to the very copious vj

bulary of the language of Otaheite, and the compi

tive specimen of the languages of the other \ikl

which had then been visited. There were sevrj

young men among our commander's sea officers, i

under his direction, could be usefully emoloyed

constructing charts, in taking view«t of the coasts

s

heaf"ands near Avhich our voyagers might pass,

drawing plans of the bays anil harbours in which t

should anohor. Without a constant attention to:

object, t'^c captain w^as sensible, that his. discover

could not be rendered profitable to future navigat

That he might go out with every help, which cd

serve to make the result of the voyage entertaiiiiii; |
the generality of readers, as well as instructive to

sailor and the scholar, Mr. Webber was fixed ufi

and engaged to embark in the Resolution, for the

;

press purpose of supplying the unavoidable iinpei'

tions of written accounts, by enabling our peoplfj

prcaorve and to b;mg home, such drawings of tiieitl

memorable scenes of their transactions, as could (v'

be executed by a professed and skilful artist.

As the last mark of the extraordinary attcii5|

which the Earl of Sandwich, Sir Hugh Palliser.i

others of the board of admiralty had uniformly slif

to the preparations for the expedition, they went k
to Long Reach, and paid a visit to the ships, on

8th of June, to examine whether every thing was ft

pleted conformably to their intentions and orders,! ?|(

to the satisfaction of all who were to emlmrk in
'
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rage. His lordship and the rest of the admiralty

rd, together with several noblemen and gentlemen

heir acquaintance, honoured Captain Cook, on that

, with their company at dinner. Both upon their

Ing on board, and their going ashore, they were

ted with seventeen guns, and with three cheers.

s the ships were to touch at Otaheite and the So-

V Islands, it had been determined not to omit the

opportunity which might ever offer of carrying

|ai back to his native country. Accordingly, he

London, on the 24th of June, in company with

tain Cook ; and it was with a mixture of regret

satisfaction that he took his departure. When
land, and those who, during his stay, had honoured

with their protection or friendship, were spoken

his spirits were sensibly affected, and it was with

culty that he could refrain from tears. But his

began to sparkle with joy, as soon as ever the

ersation was turned to his own islands. The good
tment he received in England had made a deep
ression upon his mind ; and he entertained the

est ideas of the country and of the people. Never-
ess, ihe pleasing prospect he now had before him
eturning home, loaded with what, he well knew,
id there be esteemed invaluable treasures, and the

ering hope, which the possession of these afforded

1, of attaining to a distinguished superiority among
countrymen, were considerations which operated,

'egrees, to suppress every uneasy sensation. By
time he had gotten on board the ship, he appeared
3 quite happy.

is majesty had furnished Omai with an ample pro-

n of every article which our English navigators,

ng their former intercourse with Otaheite and the
ety Islands, had observed to be in any estimation

e, either as useful, or ornamental. Many presents,

ise, of the same nature, had been made him by
Sandwich, Sir Joseph Banks, and several other

lemen and ladies of his acquaintance. In short,

during his residenct; in England, and at his de

hV
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lard, till ike arrival of our people at the Cape of

lod Hope, Captain Cook determined to touch at

[nerifle. This island he thought better adapted to

purposes of procuring these articles, and other

frcslinients, than Madeira. On the 1st of August, he

•liored in the road of Santa Cruz, and immetliately

^patched an ofliccr to the governor, who, with the

nost politeness, granted every thing which our coin-

Under requested.

\\ ere a judgment to be formed from the appearance

Itlie country in the neighbourhood of Santa Crnz, it

;lit be concluded that Teneriff'e is so barren u spot,

to be insuflicicnt for the maintenance even of iis

fn inhabitants. It was proved, however, by the ample
)plies which our navigators received, that the island-

had enough to spare for visitors. The necessary

[ides of relreshment were procured at such moderate
ices, as to conlii ni Captain Cook in his opinion, that

jneriirc is a more eligible ])lace than Madeira, for

Ips to touch ai, which are bound on long voyages.

peed, llie wine of the latter island is far superior to

It of the former.; but then it can only be ])urchased

a sum of moUv^y ])roportionably larger,

'during the short stay which the (-MtHin made at

ncrifl'e, he continued with great assnn »v his astro-

lical observations ; and Mr. Anderson lias not a
le contributed to the farther knowledge of the

mtry, by his remarks on its general state, its natui al

)carances, its productions, and its inhabit-^nts. He
rned, from a sensible and well informed gentleman,

\o resided in the island, that a shrub is common
5rc, which agrees exactly with the description ghen
Tournefort and Linnseus, of the tea shrub, as grow-
in China and Japan. It is reckoned a weed, and
My year is rooted out in large quantities from the
l< yards. The Spaniards, however, sometimes use it

ha, and a:scribe to it all the qualities of that which
Imported from China. They give it also the name
\U'i{, and say that it was found in the country when

islands wfere first discovered. Another botanic al

riosity is called the impregnated lemon ; which is a

i
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perfect and distinct lemon enclosed within anotlior.ai

difl'erini^ from the outer one only in being a little mor

globular.

The air and climate of Teneriife are, in gcnea

remarkably healthful, and particularly adapted to o;ii

relief in pulmonary complaints. This the geiitleint

before mentioned endeavoured to account for, IVoin
i.

being alvva)j4 in a person's power to procure a dlHVrf:

temperature of the air, by residing at different \w\^\:

in the island. He expressed, therefore, his surpri.

that the physicians of England should neve»* b
thought of sending their consumptive patients to 'hi-,

riffe, instead of Nice or Lisbon.

Although it ii. not understood that there is anv gw,

similarity between the manners of the Englisli ai.

those of the Spaniards, it was observal)le, that tlied;

ference between them was very little perceived i

Omai. He only said, that the Spaniards did not appPi

to be so friendly as the English ; and that, in tik

persons, they approached to some resemblance ofi

own countrymen.
On the 4th, Captain Cook sailed from Teneriflc, an

proceeded on his voyage. Such was his attention, hi

to the disciplin" A the health of his company, tli:

twice in the space of five days, he exercised thciii;

great guns and small arms, and cleared and smoked !i

ship below decks. On the evening of the lOtii, wli

the Resolution was at a small distance from the islai

of Bonavista, shc^ ran so close upon a number of sunk'

rocks, that she did but just weather the breakers. T:

situation of our voyagers, for a few minutes, wasvc

alarming. In this situation tiie captain, with the::

trepid coolness which dTstinguished his character, d

not choose to sound, as that, without any possibilitv

lessening, might htive heightened the danger.

While our commander was near the Cape de ^cr;

Islands, he had an opportunity of correcting an asst

tion of Mr. Nichelson's with regprd to the manner

sailing by those islands, >vhich, if implicitly trusted!.

might prove of dangerous consequence. On the 13k

our navigators arrived before PortPraya, in the Islai.

/
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iSt.Jaj^o; but as the Discovery was not tliere, and

iUi water had been expended in the passajre from

kneritre, Captain Cook did not think proper to go in;

It stood to the southward.

Ill the course of the voyage, between the latitudes

\i° and 7° north, the weather was generally dark

kl jflooniy. The rains were frequent, and acconi-

liied with that close and sultry weather, which too

Jell brings on sickness in this passage. At such a

10, the worst consequences are to be apprehended
;

^onnnanders of ships cannot be too much upon their

ird. It is necessary for them to purify the air between

?ks with fire and smoke, and to oblige their people

dry their clothes at every opportunity. The cou-

nt observance of these precautions on board the

^solution was attended with such success, that the

)tain had now fewer sick men than on either of his

iner vo}ages. This was the more remarkable, as, in

isf'quence of the seams of the vessel having opened

will ^ as to admit the rain when it fell, there was

ircelv a man who could lie dry in his bed ; and the

leers in the gun-room were all driven out of their

>ins by the water that came through the sides. W hen

led weather returned, the caulkers were employed
(•pairing these defects, by caulking the decks and

(ie weather-works of the ship ; for the humanity of

commander would not trust the workmen over the

s, while the Resolution was at sea.

n the 1st of September, our navigators crossed the

ator. While, on the 8th, Captain Cook was near

eastern coast of Brazil, he was at considerable pains

ettle its longitude, which, till some better astrono-

al observations are made on shore in that country,

concluded to be thirty- five degrees and a half, or
tv-six degrees west, at most.
s our people proceeded on their voyage, they fre-

ntly saw, in the night, those luminous marine ani-

8s, which have formerly been mentioned and de-
ibed. Some of them appeared to be considerably
jer than any which the captain had met with be-

m
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fore ; and sometimes they were so numerous, tlial k
dreds of them were visible at the same moment.
On the 18th of October, the Resolution eamcio;

anchor in Table Bay, at the Cape of Good Hopi-aj

the usual compliments havinu^ been paid to Bar

Plettenberg the u^overnor, Captain Cook imnicdiath

applied himself to his customary operations. Nollii.

remarkable occurred till the evening of the 31st, wl

a tempest arose from the south-east, whi(;li lasted tlir

days, and which was so violent that the Resolution

the only ship in the bay that rode out the <;ale witln

dra2^<)^in^ her anchors. The eftects of the storm w

sensibly felt by our peop'e on shore ; for their dt

and observatory were torn to pieces, and their asir

nomical quadrant narrowly escaped irreparable dania:

On the 3d of November, the tempest ceased, audi;

next day the English were enabled to resume their

i

ferent employments.
It was not till the 10th of the month, that Capt;

Cook had the satisfaction of seeing the Discovfi

arrive in the bay, and effect her junction with the I

solution. She had sailed from England on the 1st

August, and would have reached the Cape of Go

Hope a week sooner, if she had not been driven k
the coast by the late storm. Every assistance «i

immediately given to put her into a proper conditi

for proceeding on the voyage.

While the necessary preparations for the futures

vigation was completing, a disaster happened w

regard to the cattle which had been carried out iii':

Resolution. They had been conveyed on shore fori:

purpose of grazing. The bull, and two cows, w:.

their calves, had been sent to graze along with son

other cattle ; but Captain Cook was advised to ke

the sheep, which were sixteen in number, close tot

tentS; where they were penned up every eveninj^. D

ring the night preceding the 14th, some dogs ha^ii

gotten in among them, forced them out of the pt

killed four, and dispersed the rest. Six of them w;

recovered the next day ; but the two rams, and t»

[
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the finest ewes in the whoh^ lloc^k, were amonj^st

i.s»' which were inissins;. Baron Plettenber<^ being-

{his time in the country, our commander applied to

Hemmv, the lieutenant-governor, and to the fiscal,

redress ; and both these gentlemen promis<>d to use

jir endeavours for the recovery of the lost sheep,

[is the boast of the Dutch, that the police at the

te is so carefully executed, that it is scarcely pos-

le for a slave, with all h: • cunning and knowledge

^lic country, to effectuate liis escape. Nevertheless,

jlain Cook's sheep evaded all the vigilance of the

[al's ollieers and people. At length, after much
ul)le and expense, by employing some of the meanest

lowest scoundrels in the place, he recovered all but

two ewes, of which he never could hear the least

lugs. The character given of the fellows to whom
captain was obliged to have recourse, by the per-

who reeommendc«l their being applied to, was, that

a ducatoon they would cut their mr*ter's throat,

'H the house over his head, and bury him and the

lole family in the ashes.

During the stay of our voyagers at the Cape, some
[the oflicers, accompanied by Mr. Anderson, made a

n*t excursion into the neighbouring country. This

itleman, as usual, was very diligent in recording

;ry thing which a])peared to him worthy of observa-

His remarks, however, in the present case, will

deemed of little consecjuence, compared with the

11, accurate, and curious account of the Cape of Good
)pe, with which Dr. Sparrman hath lately favoured
literary world.

With respect to Captain Cook, besides the Uiiavoid-

le care which lay u|)on him, in providing his ships

[til whatever was recjuisite for the commodious and
M;cssful prosecution of the voyage, his attention was
liiiently directed to scientific objects. He was anx'ous

!
ascertain the currents, the variations of the eoir pass,

uie latitude and longitude of the places to -.vhich

came. The observations which he collected, and
corded in his journal, while he was at the Cape of

Im

I
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Good Hope, will be esteemed of the greatest iniu,

tance by judicious navigators.

After tlie disaster which had happened to the sIich

it may well be supposed that our commander did l*

long trust on shore those which remained. Atwiri

ingly, he gave orders to have them, and the other tatt

conveyed on board as fast as possible. Ho madej

addition, also, to the original stock, by the purchase

two young bulls, two heifers, two young stallions, u

mares, two rams, several ewes and goats, and some rj;

bits and poultry. All these animals were intended li,

New Zealand, Otaheite, and the neighbouring islamii

and, indeed, for any other places, in the course of i!.

voyage, where the leaving of any of them might be

service to posterity.

In the supplies which were provided at the Ca['

Captain Cook paid a particular regard to the natcr

and extent of his undertaking. As it was impossible!

tell when or where he might meet with a place, wlii(:

could so amply contribute to his necessities, he thoiijl

proper to lay in such a store of provisions for bot

ships, as would be suffici'^nt to last them for two \ea^

and upwards.

Our commander h. i^ing given a copy of his instm

tions to Captain Clerke, and an order directing liiu

how to proceed in ci j of a separation, weighed frot

Table Bay on the 30th of November, though it wasn«

till the 3d of December that he got clear of the laii

On the 6th the ships passed through several spots

water, nearly of a red colour. When some of this ws

taken up, it was found to contain a large quantity?!

small animals, of a reddish hue, and which the mitrfr

scope discovered to resemble a cray-fish. As our navi

gators pursued their course to the south-east, a vcr

strong gale, which they had from the Avestward, m
followed by a mountainous sea, in consequence ci

which the Resolution rolled and tumbled so mucli,

that the c ittle on board were preserved with the ut

most difliculty. Soon after, several of the goats, espe

cially the males, together with some sheep, died, not
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istaiiding all the care to prevent it, that was exer-

(I by our |)€0|)le. This .iiistbrtune was chiefly owin^

le coldness of the weather, which now began io be

in the most sensible manner.

)n the 12th, land was seen, which, u])on a nearer

roach, was found to consist of two islands. That

ich lies most to the south, and is the largest, was

red by Captain Cook to be about fifteen leagues in

|uit. The northerly one is about nine leagues in

[uit; and the two islands are at the distance of five

l^ucs from each other. As the ships passed through

channel between them, our voyagers could not dis-

?r, with the aSvsistance of their best glasses, either

or shrub on either of them. They seemed to have

cky and bold shore, and their surface is for the most

composed of barren mountains, the summits and

is of which were covered with snow. These two
ids, together with four others which lie from nine

elve degrees of longitude mure to the east, and

rly in the same latitude, had been discovered by

laiiis Marion du Fresne and Crozet, French navi-

\y% in January, 1772, on their passage, in two ships

the Cape of Good Hope to the Philippine Islands.

10 names had been assigned to them in a chart of

[Southern Ocean, which Captain Crozet communi-
" to Captain Cook in 1775, our commander distin-

|hed the two larger ones by calling them Prince
Fard s J

'

' Hnris, after his majesty's fourth son. To the

\y four H view ofcommemorating the discover-

[he gave ilic name of Marion's and Crozet's Islands.

]iough it was now the middle of summer in this

psphere, the weather was not less severe than what
^uerally met with in England in the very depth of

ler. Instead, however, of being discouraged by

circumstance, the captain shaped his c urse in

a manner, as to pass to the southward of Marion's
"Jrozet's Islands, that he might get into the lati-

of land which had been discovered by M. de Ker-
pen, another Front '. i, Jgator. It was part of our
lander's instruv iioir to examine whether
)ur might not here be found.

h\

a good
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As our vovagers, on the 24th, were steering to

eastward, a fo^ elearing; up a little, whieh had invuli..

them tor some tiirie, and whieh had rendered tliiir;.

vijj^ation both tedious and dangerous, land was v

bearing south-south- east. Upon a nearer approad

was found to be an island ot* considerable lici^jjliu

about three leagues in circuit. Another islam!, ot

,

same magnitude, was soon after discovered, audi:

short space a third, besides some smaller ones.

times, as the fog broke away, there was the apjuara;

of land over the small islands, and Captain Cook tin

tained thoughts of steering for it, by running in

tween them. But, on drawing nearer, he found tl

so long as the weather continued foggy, this Avoiild

a perilous attempt. For if there should be no pasw,

or if our people should meet with any sudden dan.

there was such a prodigious sea, breaking on all

shores in a frightful surf, that it would have been

possible for the vessels to be gotten off. At the ji

time, the captain saw another island; and as lie

not know how many more might succeed, he jnd;;((

prudent, in order to avoid getting entangled ami ^^
unknown lands in a thick fog, to wait for clear |^K]i
weather.

The island last mentioned is a high round rock,^i

was named Bligh's Cap. Our commander had rcceii

some very slight information concerning it at Tcneri:

and his sagacity in tracing it was such, as immediai'

led him to determine, that it was the same that 1
Kerguelen had called the Isle of Rendezvous, t

reason for giving it that name is not very appart:

for nothing can rendezvous upon it but fowls ot" tliei

it being certaiidy inaccessible to every other aiiii

The weather beginning to clear up. Captain C'

steered in for the land, of which a faint view had k

obtained in the morning. This was Kerguelen's k

No sooner had our navigators gotten off Cape Franc

than they observed the coast, to the southward, to

much indented by projecting points and bays;tr

which circumstance they were sure of finding a i?'

liarbouv. Accordingly, such a harbour was speed
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)vrrr(l, in whicli tlie slii[>s came to an anchor on

2.)tli, hcins? Christmas Day. Upon landin*?, our

Imaiidcr fouiul the siiorc almost entirely covered

luiij^uins and other hirds, and with seals. Tlni

uliich were not numerous, havin«^ been unae-

loined to visitors, were so insensible of fear, that as

Iv !is wen; wanted, for the purpose of makina^ use of

Ir fat or blubber, were killed without dillieulty.

di water was so plentiful, that every gnlly afforded

[rije stream ; Imt not a sins?le tree or shrub, or the

It si«;n of it, could be met with, and but very little

fcaii^e of any sort. Before Captain Cook returned to

|sliip, lie ascended the first ridge of rocks, that rise

kind of amphitheatre, above one another, in hopes

>btainin«^ a view of the country ; in which, how-
he was disappointed : for, previously to his

:huvr the to|), there came on so thick a fog, that he

|ld scarcely find his way down again. In the even-

the seine was hauled at the head of the harbour,

only half a dozen small fish were caught. As no

ler success attended a trial which was made the

It day with hook and line, the only resource for

h provision was in birds, the store of which was
[haustible.

he j)eople having wrought hard for two days, and
riy completed their water, the captain allowed them
27tli, as a day of rest, to celebrate Christmas,

ly of them, in consequence. of this indulgence, went
shore, and made excursions, in different directions,

the country, Avhich they found barren and desolate

[he highest degree. One of them, in his ramble, dis-

[ered, and brought to our commander, in the even-
a quart bottle, fastened Avith some wire to a pro-

ving rock on the north side of the harbour. This
tie contained a piece of parchment, on which was
|tten the following inscription :

Ludovico XV. GaUiarum
rege et d, de Boynes

regi a Secretis ad Res
maritimas armis 1772 et

1773.

In
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It was clear, from tlsis inscription, that our Enj

navigators were not the first who had been in*.

place. As a memorial of our people's having toml

Ht the same harhour. Captain Cook wrote, as lollii

on the other side of the parchment

:

Naves Resolution

et Discovery

de Ues;e Magn(C Briiarmi(ef

Vecembns, 1776.

He then put it again into a bottle, together wit*

silver twopenny piece of 1772. Having covered

mouth of the bottle with a leaden cap, he
j lam

the next morning, in a pile of stones, erected tor

purpose, upon a little eminence on the north sbr^

the harbour, and near to the place where it was £

found. In this position it cannot escape the notice

any European, whom accident or design may brin<rif

the port. Here the captain displayed the Britisli tli

and named the place Christmas Harbour, from <

voyagers having arrived in it on that festival.

After our commander had finished the business oti:

inscription, he went in his boat round the harbour

examine what the shore afforded. His more particE:

object was to look for drift-wood ; but he did iioti:

a single piece throughout the whole extent of the plaf

On the same day, accompanied by Mr. King, his sen

lieutenant, he went upon Cape Fran9ois, with the In;

that, from this elevation, he might obtain a view of i

seacoast, and of the adjoining islands. But when;

had gotten up, he found, that every distant objr

below him was obscured in a thick fog. The laiii!

the same plain, or of a greater height, was sufficicu'j

visible, and appeared naked and desolate in the hiijlif

degree ; some hills to the southAvard excepted, >vliit

were covered with snow.

On the 29th, Captain Cook departed from Christi

Harbour, and proceeded to range along the coast, wi'

a view of discovering its position and extent. In pi

suing his course he met with several promontories at

bays, together with a peninsula, all of which he k
'
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rihed arul named, cliirfly in honour of his various

i«ls. Such was thi; daugc^r of the navigation, that

Ishlps had more than once u very narrow escape.

^Iie same day, another harl)our was discovered, in

;li the vessels came to an anchor for one night.

the captain, Mr. Gore, and Mr. Bayley went ou

}i> to <'\amine tlie country, v', liich they found, if

phU', more harren and desolate than the land that

about Christmas Harbour: and yet, if tlie least

llitv were any where to be expect«'d, it ought to

existed in tliis place, which is completely sheltered

tiie i)leak and predominating southerly and wes-

uinds. Our commander observed, with regret,

[there was neither food nor covering for cattle of

sort ; and that, if he left any, they must inevitably

sli. Finding no encouragement to continue his

u'ches, he weighed anchor and put to sea on the

I,
having given to the harbour the name of Port

fiser. On the same day, he came to a point, which
]ed to be the very eastern evtremity of Kerguelen s

In a large bay, near this point, there was a

ligious quantity of sea-weed, some of which is of a

extraordinary length. It seemed to be the same
of vegetable production that Sir Joseph Banks had

lerly distinguished by the appellation offucus gigan-

Although the stem is not much thicker than a
[s hand. Captain Cook thought himself well vvar-

h1 to say, that part of it grows to the length of sixty

)nis and upward.
le result of the examination of Kerguelen's Land

j

that the quantity of latitude which it occupies doth
uich exceed one degree and a quarter. Its extent,

east to west, still remains undecided. At its first

)vcry, it was probably supposed to belong to a
icrn continent; but, in fact, it is an island, and
of no great extent. If our commander had not
unwilling to deprive M. Kerguelen of the honour

'» bearing his name, lie would have been disposed,

its sterility, to call it the Island of Desolation.
should here be mentioned, that M. de Kerguelen

t* two visits to the coast of this country ; one in

, ,n I
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1772, and anotlier in 1773. With tlic first of th

t oyajjfcs Captain Cook had only a very slight acquai:

ftnce, and to tlie second he was totally a strHnijer:

that he seareel\ had any opportunity of eoniparin:,Miii

own diseov<'ries with those of the French na\i;i;at(

M. de Ker<i^uelen was peculiarly unfortunate, in ]ia\it

done hut little to complete what he had bc«^un;i(|

thoujyh he discovered a new land, he could not, in in

expeditions to it, once brinu; his ships to an ami,

U|>on any part of its coasts. Captain Cook had cit!;

fewer diflic^ilties to struj^gle with, or was niore suc(t>

ful in surmounting^ them.

Durini^ the short time in which our voyaq^ers lav:

Christmas Harbour, Mr. Anderson lost no opjmrtiir

of searchiny: the country in everv direction. Perk; a

no place, hitherto discovered, under the same paiaii

(d' latitude, afl'ords so scanty a field for a natural \m

rian. All that could be known in the space of tin

allotted him, and probably all that will ever be wort;

to be known, was collected by this j^entleman. A \> :i

dure, yvhich had been seen at a little distance IVoiiiti

shore, gave our people the flattering expectation

meeting with a variety of herbage : but in this tli-

yvere greatly deceived. On landing, it was percci^t

that the lively colour yvhich had imposed upon ilm

yvas occasioned only by one small ])lant, not uiili!

some sorts of saxifrage. It grows in large spreadir

tufts, a considerable yvay up the hills. The wh

catalogue of plants does not exceed sixteen or eiglitte

inclu<ling several kinds of moss, and a beautiful spd

of lichen, which rises higher lip from the rocks tl

the rest of the vegetable productions. There is nott

aj)pearance of a shrub in the yvhole country. Natii

has been somewhat more bountiful in furnishing it v
|

animals; though, strictly speaking, they are not in!

|

bitants of the place, being ?V, of the marine kind. \

general, the land is only used by them for brccdi

and as a resting j)Iace. Ol' these animals the most n

siderable are seals; being of thiit sort yvhich is fall

the ursine seal. The birds, which have already In

mentioned as >ery nuuierous, chiefly consist of |«
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ins, (lucks, petrels, albatrosst's, shacks, jj;ulls, and sea

allows. Penj^uins, wliieli are I'ar superior in number
flic rest, are ot'tliree kinds, one of which had never

pii seen by any of our voyai^ers before. The rocks,

oundations of tlic hills, are |)rincipally composed of

at (lark blue and very liard stone, which seems to be

IC of the most universal productions of nature. No-

iiisj was discovered that had the least appearance of

(' or metal.

From this desolate eoast Ca])tain Cook took his de-

tureon the 31st, intendiny;, agreeably to his instrue-

)iis, to touch next at New Zealand ; that he mi^^^ht

tain a recruit of water, take in wood, and make hay
' the cattle. Their number was now considerably

•tion. Pork < iiiiiiisiied ; for two younj^ bulls, one of the heifers,

ir

le same parai

a natural \\]<

c space of ti!

ever be wor;

tieman. A \
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rains, and several of the <:^oats, had died while our
\i<,^ators were employed in cNploriiifj Kert^uelen's

iiid. For some time; they had fresh 2;ales, and loler-

ly dear weather. But on the 3d of January, 1777,
I' wind A eered to the north, wIkm-c it continued eijj^ht

ys, and was attended with so thick a foy;, tliat the

i|ts ran above three hundred lea«;ues in the dark,

(asionally the weather would clear up, and <i;ive our
o|)lc a si»i^ht of the sun ; but this happened ver\ sel-

mi, and was alw ays of short continuance. However,
liilst all the darkness produced by the fog, the ves-

s, tliouy-h thev seldom saw each other, were so for-

ii;itc, in consequence of fre<|uently (irin;j^ j^^uns as

HihIs, that they did not lose company. On the 12th,

« northerly winds ended in a calm. This was sue-

• <!('(!, in a little time, by a wind fnmi the soutiiwani,

licli l)rou«ht on a rain that continued for twenty-four
urs. At the end of the rain, the wind fnshened, and
ciinsi^ to the west and north-west, was followed by
r and clear weather.

NOthinu^ very remarkable occurred to our ^oyajj;ers

1 the 21th, when they discovered tin; coast of \ an
if'niaii's Land ; and, on the 2()tl), the ships came to

rtiichor in Adventure Bay. Captain Cook, as soon
lie had anchored, ordered the boats to be hoisted
t; in one of which he went himself, to look for the

* ;«,
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ar
most commodious place for obtaining the necessai

supplies. "Wood and water were found in abundaiioj

and in places sufficiently convenient ; but grass, wliii

was most wanted, was scarce, and, at the same timft

very coarse. Necessity, however, obliged our people

to take up with such as could be procured.

On the 28th, the English, who were employed
i

cutting wood, were agreeably surprised with a vis

from some of the natives. They consisted of eight m >l

and a boy, who approached our voyagers not ooi
'.

without fear, but with the most perfect confidence m

freedom. There was only a single person among tlifi

who had any thing which bore the least appearance'

'

a weapon, and that was no more than a stick about ts

feet long, and pointed at one end. These people wei

quite naked, and wore no kind of ornaments ; uiilei &

some large punctures, or ridges, raised in differei ?

;

parts of their bodies, either in straight or curved line

may be considered in that light. Most of them lii

their hair and beards smeared with a red ointmen;

and the faces of some of them were painted with tt*

same composition. Every present which Captain Co«

made them they received without the least appearaci

of satisfaction. Of bread and elephant fish, which wet

offered them, they refused to taste, but showed tk

they were fond of birds, as an article of food. !«

pigs, which the captain had brought on shore, havin

come within their reach, they seized them by the ean

as a dog would have done, and would have carric -

them ofl* immediately, apparently with no other intet ^

tion than to kill them. Our commander being desirou

of knowing the use of the stick which one of the Ib

dians had in his hands, he signified, by signs, his wislir

to that purpose. His intimations so far succeeded, llii

one of them set up a piece of wood as a mark, ac!

threw at it at the distance of about twenty yanlv

There was but little reason to commend hisdexterit)

for, after repeated trials, he was still very wide froii

his object. Omai, to convince the natives how muc:

our weapons were superior to theirs, then fired lii

^

musket at the mark, by which they were so great!"

.1 I

^!!
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Irrificd, that, notwithstanding all the endeavours of

lo English to quiet their minds, they ran instantly into

Ic woods.

After the retreat of the Indians, Captain Cook,

Ljfiiiw that their fears would prevent their remaining

)ar enough to observe what passedf ordered the two
io^ ])eing a boar and a sow, to be carried about a milo

ithin the head of the bay, and saw tliem left there, by

le side of a fresh water brook. Jt was, at first, his

jnevolent intention to make an additional present to

ill Dieman's Land, of a young bull and cow, together

^tli some sheep and goats. But, upon reflection, he

aside this design ; being persuaded that the natives

)uld destroy them, from their incapacity of entering

to his views with regard to the imj)rovement of their

iuutry. As pigs are animals which soon become wild,

Id are fond " f the thickest cover of the woods, there

IS the greater probability of their being preserved.

)r the accommodation of tLe other cattle, an open

re must have been chosen ; in which situation they

[uld not possibly have been concealed many days.

On the 29th, about twenty of the inhabitants, men
id boys, joined Captain Cook and such of his people

had landed with him, without manifesting the least

^n of fear or distrust. It was remarkable, that one

the Indians was conspicuously deformed ; nor was
more distinguished by the hump upon his ba(;k,

[an hy the drollery of his gestures, and the humour
his speeches, which had the appearance of being

Itended for the entertainment of our voyagers. Uii-

rtuuately, the language in which he spake to them
as wholly unintelligible. To each of the present

joup the captain gave a string of beads and a medal,
jhich they seemed to receive with some satisfaction.

In iron, and iron tools, they appeared to set no value.

lifre was reason to believe, that they were even igno-

iiit of fishhooks ; and yet it is diilicult to suppose,
|!il a people who inhabit a seacoast, and who were not

)served to derive any part of their sustenance from
Reproductions of the ground, should be unacquainted
|ith some mode of catching tish. However, they were
VOL. 11. F
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parts of the South Sea where I have been. W hy

I siiouhl men act so absurd a part, as to risk their

wn safety, and that of all their companions, in pursuit

f a gratification, which they have no probability of

btaining?"

While our navigators were at Van Dieman's Land,

hey \vere successful in obtaining a plentiful crop of

rrass for their cattle, and such as was far more excel-

lent than what they had met with at their first goifig

n shore. The quantity collected was judged by the

aptain to be sufficient to last till his arrival in New
ealand.

\'an Dieman's Land had been visited twice before,

hat name had been given it by Tasman, Avho dis-

jovered it in 1642 ; from which time it had escaped

ill notice of European navigators, till Captain Fur-

leaux touched at it, in 1773. It is well known that

t is the southern point of New Holland, which is by

ar the largest island in the world ; indeed, so large

,n island, as almost to deserve the appellation of a

ontinent.

While Captain Cook was at this country, he neg-

['oted nothing which could promote the knowledge of

cience and navigation. Here, as every where else, he
ettled the latitude and longitude of places ; marked
he variations of the compass, and recorded the nature

f the tides. He corrected, likewise, an error of Cap-
in Furneaux, with respeqt to the situation of Maria's

slands ; on which subject he hath candidly remarked,
;hat his own idea is not the result of a more faithful,

ut merely of a second, examination.

Mr. Anderson, during the few days in which the

liips remained in Adventure Bay, exerted his usual

ilij,^ence in collecting as full an account as could be
htained, in so short a period of time, of the natural

roductions and the inhabitants of the country. Little

an be said concerning either the personal activity or
enius of the natives. The first, they do not seem to

ossess in any remarkable degree ; and, to all appear-
nee, they have less of the last, than even the half-

iiimated inhabitants of Terra del Fuego. Their not

ii-'
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expressing that surprise which nii«^ht have been (\

pected, from their seeing men so much unlike llnm.

selves, and things to which they had hitherto hcin

utter strangers; their indifrerence for the presents of

our people, and their general inattention, were sutli,

cient testimonies that they were not endued witli am

acuteness of understanding. What the ancient poets

tell us of Fauns and Satyrs living in hollow trees,
ij

realized at Van Dieman's Land. Some wretched con

struetions of sticks, covered with bark, and whicii di!

not deserve the name of huts, were indeed found nni

the shore ; but these seemed only to have been ereiti

for temporary purposes. The most comfortal)ie lialii

tations of the natives were afforded bv the lar<^e»

trees. These had their trunks hollowed out by lire,

.'

t the height of six or seven feet ; and there was rooni

enough in them for three or four persons to sit round

a hearth, made of clay. At the same time, these place*

of shelter are durable ; for the people take earc t;

leave one side of the tree sound, which is sufftciciil i

keep it in luxuriant growth. The inhabitants of Vaj

Dieman's Land are undoubtedly from the same stoti;

with those of the northern parts of New Hollainl

Their language, indeed, appeared to be different ; \m

how far the difference extended, our voyagers couli]

not have an opportunity of detennining. With re;!;arrf

to the New Hollanders in general, there is reason K

suppose that they originally came from the same plaet

with all the Indians of the South Sea.

On the 30th of January, 1777, Captain Cook saikc

from Adventure Bay, and on the 12th of Febriian

came to an anchor at his old station of Queen Cliar

lotte's Sound, in New Zealand. Being unwillinii^lc

lose any time, he commenced his operations that von

afternoon. By his order, several of the empty waUf

casks were immediately landed, and a place was beifiiii

to be cleared for setting up the two observatories, aiii^

the erection of tents, to accommodate a guard, ami

the rest of the company, Avhose business might reqiiirf

them to remain on shore. Our navigators had not

long been at anchor, before a number of canoes, iiM

1 J
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Iwith natives, eame alongside of the ships. However,

Ktry ft3W of them woukl venture on board ; whieh a|>-

liicarcd the more extraordinary, as the eaptain was well

^nown to them all, and they eould not be insensible

)]i(»\v liberally he had behaved to them on former oeea-

]^i()ns. There was one man in partieular, whom he had

ticatod with remarkable kindness, durirtg the whole of

^lis last stay in this place ; and yet, neither professions

ol friendship, nor presents, could prevail upon him to

ivntcv the Resolution.

'i There was a real cause for this shyness on the part

©f ilie New Zealanders. A dreadful event had hap-

iKMicd to some of Captain Furneaux's crew, while he

lav in Queen Charlotte's Sound, after he had finally

^separated I'rom Captain Cook, in the former voyage.

Pen men, who had been sent out in the large cutter to

rather wild greens, for the ship's company, were killed

\n a skirmish with the natives. What was the cause of

^he quarrel could not be ascertained, as not one of the

[•onipany survived to ndate the story. Lieutenant

Hurney, who was ordered to go in search of them,

JTound only some fragments of their bodies, from whieh
It appeared that they had been converted into the food

)f the inhabitants. It was the remembrance of this

^vent, and the fear of its being revenged, which now
rendered the New Zealanders so fearful of entering the

ilii^jlish vessels. From the conversation of Omai, who
^v;is on board the Adventure when the melancholy
Tair happened, they knew that it could not be un-
aiown to Captain Cook. The captain, therefore, judged
|t necessary to use every endeavour to assure them of
Ihe continuance of his friendship, and that he should
kiot disturb them on account of the catastrophe. It

Was most probably in consequence of this assurance,

lliat they soon laid aside all manner of restraint and
^listrust.

In the meanwhile, the operations for refitting the
Bhi|)s, and for obtaining provisions, were carri(>d on
vilh great vigour. For the protection of the party on
Sliorc, our commander appointed a guanl of t6n marines,

Hid ordered arms for all the workmen; with whom

If
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Mr. Kinjj;, and two or three petty officers, constanlK

remained. A boat was never sent to a consiileralili
f

di;>t.ancc without being armed, or without beinjjf undtr

the direction of such officers as migiit be dcpeiulil

upon, and who were well acquainted with the nativK

In Captain Cook's former visits to this country, lie lia(|

never made use of such precautions ; nor was he now

convinced of their absolute necessity. But, after tli^

tragical fate of the crew of the Adventure's boat in tlii<

sound, and of Captain Marion du Fresne, and some ci

his people, in the Bay of Islands (in 1772), it was im-

possible to free our navigators from all apprehensioDi

of experiencing a similar calamity.

Whatever suspicions the inhabitants might at firjt

entertain, that their acts of barbarity would be re-

venged, they very speedily became so perfectly easv

upon the subject, as to take up their residence closet!)

our voyagers ; and the advantage of their coming to

live Avith the English was not inconsiderable. Even

day, when the weather would permit, some of tlieni

went out to catch fish, and our people generally ol)

tained, by exchanges, a good share of the produce of

their labours, in addition to the supply which \m

afforded by our own nets and lines. Nor was there

deficiency of vegetable refreshments ; to which was

united sprucebeer for drink ; so that if the seeds of tlie

scurvy had been contracted by any of the crew, tliev

would speedily have been removed by such a regimeii,

The fact, however, was, that there were only two in-

valids upon the sick lists in both ships.

Curiosities, fish, and women, were the articles of

commerce supplied by the New Zealanders. The two

first always came to a good market ; but the latter diil

not happen, at this time, to be an acceptable commo-

dity. Our seamen had conceived a dislike to tiiesi'

people, and were either unwilling or afraid to asso-

ciate with them ; the good effect of which was, that

our commander knew no instance of a man's quitting

his station, to go to the habitations of the Indians.

A connexion with women it was out of Captain Cooks

power to prevent; but he never encouraged it, and
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jwavs was fearful of its conse(|uences. Many, indeed,

of opinion, that such an intercourse is a great

pcurity among savages. But if this should ever he

^t' case with tliose who remain and settle among them,

is generally otherwise with respect to travellers and

raiisient \isitoi'S. In such a situation as was that of

[iir navigators, a connexion with the women of the

lativcs, betrays more men than it saves. " W hat else,"

ivs the captain, " can reasonably be expected, since

|li their views are scllish, without the least mixture of

iijard or attachment ] My own experience, at least,

tliich hath been pretty extensive, hath not pointed out

fi) me one instance to the contrary."

Amongst the persons who occasionally visited the

^n|j;lish, was a chief of tlie name of Kahoora, who, as

^aptain Cook was informed, had headed the party that

lilt off Captain Furneaux's people, and had himself

\ilied Mr. Rovve, the officer who commanded. This

lian our commander was strongly solicited to put to

icath, even by some of the natives ; and Omai was
Perfectly eager and violent upon the subject. To these

jlicitations the captain paid not the least degree of

littention. He even admired Kahoora's courage, and
kas not a little pleased with the confidence with which
ie had pnt himself into his j)Ower. Kahoora had
jjaced his whole safety in the declarations that Cap-

tain Cook had uniformly made to the New Zealanders;

diich were, that he had always been a friend to them
ill, and would continue to be so, unless they gave him
cause to act otherwise ; that as to their inhuman treat-

ment of our people, he should think no more of it, the

transaction having happened long ago, and when he
[was not present ; but that, if ever they made a second
attempt of the same kind, they might rest assured of
feeling the weight of his resentment.

While our commander, on the 16th, was making an

sxcursion for the purposes of collecting food for his

cattle, he embraced the opportunity to inquire, as ac-

Iciirately as possible, into the circumstances which
fliad attended the melancholy fate of our countrymen.
lOmai was his interpreter on this occasion. The result
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of ilio inquiry Avas, tiini tlio quarrel first took itsiw

from soino tiu^fls, in tlu* eoinmiHsioii of wiiicli tlio n^,

tivrs were detectcMl ; that tliere whs no |ireninlitalt,i

])laii of 1)Ioo(1sIi(h1 ; and tiiat if tliese thefts had u,^

unfortunately, been too hastily resented, no niisclii

>vould hav(^ happcMied. Kahoora's jjjreatest erieiiiit

and (nen the wvy men that had most earnestly mi|

eited his destruction, confessed, at the same time, tlu;

he had no intention of (|uarrcUin<i^ with Captain Fur

neaux's people, and much less of killin<^ any of tlunL

till the fra\ had actually commenced.
Captain Cook continued, in this his last Aisit toAV

Zealand, the solicitude he had formerly shown to lici;

some CvSsential future service to the country. To dn,

chief he «^ave two ofoats, a male and female, with a kid

and to another two pigs, a boar and a sow. Altlioii!;!!

he obtained a promise from both these chiefs, that tlit\

WM)uld not kill the animals which had been presents

to them, he couh' not venture to place any s^reat ivli

anee upon their a ii ranees. It was his full intention

on his present arrival in Queen Charlotte's Sound, i

have left not only j^oats and hoj^s, but sheep, togctlie;

with a youn«5 bull and two heifers. The accoinplisli

ment, however, of this resolution depended either upot

his findinii^ a chief, who was pow erful enough to protpi

and keep the cattle, or upon his meeting with a placi

where there might be a probability of their being m
cealed from those who would ignorantly attempt ti

destroy them. Neither of these circumstances hapjRiK

to be conformable to his wishes. At different times lit

had leit in New Zealand ten or a dozen hogs, himh
those which had been put oa shore by Captain Fur-

neaux. It will, therefore, be a little extraordinary, if

this race of animals should not increase and be pn^

served, either in a wild or a domestic state, or in both.

Our commander was inlbrmed, that Tiratou, a popular

chief among the natives, had a number of cocks ami

hens, and one sovv, in his separate possession. Witli

regard to the gardens which had formerly been planted,

though they had almost entirely been neglected, and

some of them destroyed, they were not wholly unpro



it took its ii„

aUivU the iij

pn-inrditali

liefts had n-t

I, no riiisdii

itt'St Ollt'lllio

jariiL'stly Mil

line time, tlii

Captain Fur

any ol' tlum

it ^isit toV
llOWII to l)Ci

itry. To (I

e, with a kid

kV. Allhoiiw

icfs, that till

een pn\seiiti(i

,ny j^reat reli

full intentior

te\s Sound, ii

c|), togctlie;

accompli

d either upon

gh to protPd

with a plati

ir being cun

y attempt ti

ces happt'iKi

rent times li-

loj^^vS, besidis

aptain Fur-

aordinarv, if

and be pre

or in both,

II, a popular

f cocks ami

Ision. IVitli

leen planted,

lected, and

lolly unprfr

.1

THIRD VOYAGE. T3

urtiv(% They were found to contain cabbages, onions,

rks, purslain, radishes, mustard, and a tew potatoes.

he potatoes, which had first bciMi brou«;ht JVoni tlic

'ai)e of Good Hope, were greatly meliorated by change

if soil ; and, with proper cultivation, would be supe-

li( r to those produced in most otlwir countries.

A i^reat a<ldition ot" knowledge was obtained, during

liis u)vHg(% with respect to the producti<)ns of Mew
^aiaiKJ, and the manners and customs of its inhabi-

jnts. The /cal of Captain Cook upon the subject was

l(l:niral»lv seconded })y the sedulous diligence of Mr.

mderson, who omitted no opportunity of collecting

(\ei\ kind and degree of information. 1 shall only so

ir trespass on the patience of my readers, as to men-

lion a few circumstances tending to delineate the cha-

faeter of the natives. They seemed to be a people

ferfeetiy satisfied with the little they already possess;

lor are they remarkably curious either in their obser-

jations or their inquiries. New objects are so far from

Itriking them with sucli a degree of surprise as might

iaturally be expected, that they scarcely fix their

ttention even for a moment. In the arts with which

ley are acquainted, they show as much ingenuity,

loth in invention and execution, as any uncivilized

lations under similar circumstances. Without the least

Ise of those tools which are formed of metal, they

lake every thing that is necessary to procure their

Subsistence, clotfiing, and military weapons ; and all

his is done by them with a neatness, a stn'iigth, and a

ionvenience, that arc well adapted to the accomplish-

fient of the several purposes they have in view. No
V'ople can have a quicker sense of an injury done to

hem than the New Zealanders, or be more ready to

resent it : and yet they want one characteristic of true

>ravery ; for they will take an opportunity of being
iisident, when they think that there is no danger of

heir being punished. From the number of their wea-
»ons, and their dexterity in using them, it appears, that

tar is their principal profession. Indeed, their public

Contentions are so frequent, or rather so perpetual,

hat they must live under continual apprehensions of

rtjli:
'
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: Jl';

Uvin^ (K'strovrjl Uy cjh'Ii oilier. From tlicir liorri^

nistoiii of (Htin<; tlio ticsli of their eiiciiiies, not oiih

without r(;liHtuiu'e, hut with po(;uliHr ssitisfaction,
i,

wouhl ho natural to suppose that they must he tloii

tute of every huuiaiK! feelini;, even with regard tolliiir

own party. This, howeu'r, is not th<!<as»!: lor tin

i

lament the loss (»f their frii-nds with a violence ol'n

pression wliieh ary;ues the most tender n'menihrHiicci,

them. At a very early ay;e the (children are i'litiatt^o

into all the praeti<'es, whether ^ood or had, of tlieir

fathers ; so that a hoy or ftirl, when only nine or M
years old, ean ])erform tht; motions, and imitat(; tli>

frii^htful jj^estures, by whieh the more aajed are acniv

tomed to inspire their enemies with terror. Thcvwa

keep likewise the strictest time in their soi\^ ; and iti.

with some dejjree of melody that they sini? the tradilioB

of their forefathers, their actions in war, and other sulh

jects. The military aehievements of their anecstoh

the New Zealanders eeh^hrate with the highest plea

sure, and spend much of their time in diversions of tlii*

sort, and in playin«^ upon a musical instrument, wliicli

partakes of the nature of a flute- With respect to tlieit

language, it is far from being harsh or disagreoablf,

though the pronunciation of it is freciuently guttural:

nor, if we may judge from the melody of some kinds

of their songs, is it destitute of those qualities, wliicli

fit it to be associated with music. Of its ideiitilt

with the languages of the other islands througlioui

the South Sea, fresh proofs were exhibited during tk

present voyage.

At the request of Omai, Captain Cook consented to

take with him two youths from New Zealand. Tlia!

they might not quit their native country under m
deluding ideas of visiting it again, the captain toot

care to inform their parents, in the strongest tenuj

that they would never return. This declaration seemed

however, to make no kind of impression. The father

of the youngest had resigned him with an indilFereiiet,

which he would scarcely have shown at parting witt

his dog, and even stripped the boy of the little clotli

ing he possessed, delivering him quite naked into lli;
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11,1s of our voy augers. This was not the case with

i> mother ol' tht^ oth(!r youth. Siie took Jut leave of

III witii all tilt; marks of tender all'dM-tion, that might

tAiieeted between a parent and a child on sn<*h an

I'iision ; hut she soon resum<>d her cheerfulness, and

lit away wholly uneontierned.

On the 25th of the month, (/aptain Cook stood out

Queen Charlotte's Sound, and hy the 27th got clear

New Zealand. No sooner had the ships lost sight

the land, than the two young adventurers from that

untrv, one of whom was nearly (eighteen years of

(', aiid the other about tt;n, began deeply to njpent

the ste|> they had taken. It was tin; cxperii^nce of

(• sea-si«'kness, which gave this turn to their rellec-

(ins; and all tiic soothing encouragement the English

)ul(l think of, was but of little avail. They wept,

)tli in pul)li(; and in private, and made their lamenta-

oii ill a kind of song, that setimed to be expressive of

lie praises of their country and people, from whi(th

ii'v were to be separated for ever. In this disposition

ty eoiitinued for many days: but as their sea sick-

'>s wore off, and the tumult of their minds subsided,

»(' fits of lamentation became less and less frequent,

1(1 at hnigth entirely ceased. By degrees, tlu;ir na-

ve country and their friends were forgotten, and they

ipjteared to be as lirmly attached to our navigators, as

they had been born in England.
In tlie prosecution of the voyage, Captain Cook met

litli unfavourable winds; and it was not till the 2{)th

March that land was discovered. It was found to be
II inhabited island, the name of which, as was learned
roin two of the natives, who came off in a canoe, is

Ian<;eea. Our commander examined the coast with
is boats, and had a short intercourse with some of the

nhabitaiits. Not being able to find a proper harbour
:)r bringing the ships to an anchorage, he was obliged
leave the country unvisited, though it seemed capa-

»le of supplying all the wants of our voyagers. The
sland of Mangeea is full five leagues in circuit, and of
moderate and pretty equal height. It has, upon the
holo, a pleasing" aspect, and might be made a beauti-

].
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fill spot by cultivation. The inliabitants, who appean:

to be both numerous and well led, seenied to rt'stnil;.

those of Otuheite and the Mar(juesa.s in tlie beaut\

their persons; and the resemblance, as far as coulM
'

judy^ed in so short a e(»nipass of time, takes j)|}u;e \^i;.

respect to their general disposition and characler.

From the coast of Mangeea our commander sail.;

in the afternoon of the 30th, and on the next dav lai

was aj^ain seen, within iour lea^fues of which tlic slii;,

arrived on the 1st of April. Our people could ilns

pronounce it to be an island, nearly of the same appfai

ance and extent with that which had so latelv l)ceiil i.

Some of the natives speedily put olV in their caiiui,

and three of them were persuaded to come on l>nar«

the Resolution ; on which occasion, their whole bcli;

viour marked that they were quite at. their ease, a:

felt no kind of apprehension that tl'.ey should be d

tained, or ill used. In a visit from several others

the inhabitants, they manifested a dread of approaoliiii!

near the cows and horses; nor could they form tl

lea[;L c< *u;e})tion of their nature. But the sheep an

goats did not, in their opinion, surpass the limits <;

their ideas; for they gave our navigators to urn

stand that they knew them to be birds. As there is iic
ft/

the most distant resemblance between a sheep or p'n

and an}^ w.inged anim>^, this may if. ^bought to be al^

most an incredible example of human ignorance. Bci

it should be remembered, that, excepting hogs, dup

and birds, these people were strangers to the existtiif-

of any other land mimals.
In a farther interccurse with the natives, who lia

brought a hog, together with some plantains and eod i

liuts, they demanded a dog from our voyagers, w.

refused every thing besides whicdi was oilered in r

change. One of the gentlemen on board happened i

have a dog and a bitch which were great nuisanc'si

the ship ; and these he might n w have disposed ot i

a manner that would have been of real future utilit} i

the island. But he had no such views in making tlin

the companions of nis voyage. Omai, however, \N't

a goodnature thut retlects honour upon him, pari
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fitli a favourite do<^ which he had l)roup;hl from Etii;-

inil; and with this acquisition the people departed

hulily satisfied.

Oil tlie 3d of April, Captain Cook dispatched Mr.

Jore, with three boats, to en<leavour to ^et iH)on the

land. Mr. Gore himself, Omai, Mr. Anderson, and

[r. iJnrney, were the only persons that landed. The
§aiisaciions of the day, of which Mr. Anderson drew

p ail inj^enious and entertaining account, added to tlie

\[)vk of knowledge gained hy our navig-ators, but did

)t accomplish Ca])tain Cook's principal object. No-

liiii^was procured by the gentlemcu. from the island,

lat supplied the waius of the ship.^.. In this expedi-

loii, Omai displayed that turn for exj'ggcration, witli

fliicii travellers have so frequently been charged.

teiiisj asked by the natives concerning the English,

leir sli ps, their country, and the arms they made use

C his answers were not a little marvellous. He told

icse people, ihh.: our country had ships as large as

irir island ; on board wiiich w ere instruments of war
lescribing our guiis) of such dimensions, that several

'isons might sit within them. At the same time, ho
ssured the inhabitants, that one of these guns was
iliicient to crush their w hole island at a single shot,

[hough he was obliged to acknowledge that the guns
n board the vessels upon their coast were but small,

contrived, by aa explosion of gunpowder, to inspire

lein with a formidable idea of tlieir nature and eilect.

is probable, that this representation of tilings con
•ibuted to the preservatioa of the gentlemen, in their

enterprise on shore ; for a strong disposition to retain

fiieiii had been shown by Ihe natives.

it seemed destined that this dav should give Omai
lore occasions than one of bearing a principal part in

ts transactions. The island, though never visit<'d by
-uropeans before, hap»)ened to have other strangers
siding in it; and it was entirely owing to Omais

|aving attended on thr expedition, that a circumstance
eurious came to the knowledge of the English,

jcar-ely had he been landed u])on the beacdi, when he
pund, among the crowd which had assembled there,

)
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TIk

r>iir"<

Iho ii;

f(im;i(

cniu

fits

jiatiy

l)csi(l<'

tlieso

t'licr

lltl

:() tl)(

three of his own countrj^inen, natives of the Sori.

Islands. That, at the distance of about two hiindr

leagues from those islands, an immense unknown (mk

intervening, with the wretched boats their Inhahitar

are known to make use of, and fit only for a passa;'.

where sight of land is scarcely ever lost, such a int,

ing, at such a place, so accidentally visited, sIkh;

occur, may well be regarded as one of those uiu

pected situations with which the writers of fcigiituh

ventures love to surprise their readers. When e\.

of this kind really happen in common lite, they dest n-

to be recorded for their singularity. It may easily

supposed with what mutual surprise and satisl'acti

this interview of Omai with his countrymen was j;^ §ii(l th

tended. Twelve years before, about twenty persoiisji

number, of both sexes, had embarked on board a can*

at Otaheite, to cross over to the neighbouring; islai

of L'lietea. A violent storm having arisen, Avhicli dnn*

them out of their course, and their provisions lieit;

very scanty, they suffered incredible hardships, andtl.

greatest part of them perished by famine and latigii^

Four men only survived when the boat overset, as

then the destruction of this small remnant appeand;

be inevitable. However, they kept hanging by tiicsk

of the vessel, which they continued to do for sou

days, when they were providentially brought witlii

iaight of the people of this island, who imnictliatei

sent out canoes, and brought them on shore. 11

three men who now survived, expressed a strong sri

of the kind treatment thev had received ; and so yvi!

satisfied were they with their present situation, \k

they refused an offer which was made them of lidiii

convened to their native country. A very importa:

instruction may be derived from the preceding narra

tive. It will serve to explain, better than a tliousm

conjectures of speculative reasoners, how^ the detat

parts of the earth, and, in particular, how the isiaiulsi

the South Sea, thougli lying remote from any inliahit' 1"^-^'^

continent, or from each other, may have originaMv Im!
f'*'"'

''

peopled. Similar adventures have occurred iu tii
•"•""g

iiistory of navigation and shipw recks. *' '"'•'
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Tlic island on which Mr. Gore, Mr. Anderson, Mr.

iirnev, and Oniai, had landed, is called Wateeoo by

he natives, and is a beautiful spot, having a surfaci?

imiiosed of hills and plains, which are covered with a

enlure rendered extremely pleasant by the diversity

f its hues. Its inhabitants are v ery numerous ; and

anv of the young men were perfect models in shape
;

(sides which, they had complexions as delicate as

lose of the women, and appeared to be equally ami

ble in their dispositions. In their manners, their

tneral habits of life, and their religious ceremonies

ikI ojfinions, these islanders have a near resemblance

;i) the people of Otaheite and its neighbouring isles

;

11(1 their language was well understood, both by Omai
11(1 the two New Zealanders.

The next place visited by Captain Cook was a small

land, called Wennooa-ette, or Otakootaia, to which
Ir. Gore was sent, at the head of a party who pro-

iiired about a hundred cocoanuts for each ship, and

oinc grass, together with a quantity of the leaves and
nanches of young trees, for the cttle. Though, at

liis time, no inhabitants were found in W(;nn()oa-ette,

et, as there remained indubitable marks of its being,

t least, occasionally frequented, Mr. Gore left a hat-

iliet, and several nails, to the full value of what had
leen taken away.

On the 5th, our commander directed his course for

arve>'s Island, which was onlv at the distance of

tteen leagues, and where he hoped to procure some
ef'reshments. This island had been discovered by lum,

1773, during his last voyage, when no traces were
iseerned of its hav ing any inhabitants. It was now
xperienc^ed to be well peopled, and by a race of men
lio appeared to differ much, both in person and dis-

osition, from the nativesof \\ ateeoo. Their behaviour
as disorderly and clamorous; their colour as of a

t'e|ier cast ; and several of them had a ce and
iij;ij;ed aspect. It was remarkable, that not one of
K'ln had adoj)ted the practice, so generally prevalent

•in»n;>^the jjcople of tin" Southern Ocean, of pnncturing
^r latooiiig their bodies. But, notwitlistanding this

\'A\
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singularity, the most iiiiequi ocal proofs were exhil/iti

;

of their having the same common origin; ami tli.in

language, in particular, approaclied still nearer to \l-

dialect of Otaheite, than that of Watceoo, or Maiitj;! i a,

No anchorage for the shijjs being found in Har\t\.

Island, Captain Cook (juitted it without delay.

The captain being thus disappointed at all the islamk

lie had met with, since his leaving New Zealand, aini

his progress having unavoidably been retarded bv iiii

favourable winds, and other unforeseen circumstaiKtvl

it became impossible to think of doing any thinsi; tlii>|

year i ^ the high latitudes of the northern hemisplun,

from which he was still at so great a distance, tliouii,

the season for his operations there was already Ijciri'i.

In this situation, it was absolutely necessary, in t!it|

first place, to pursue such measures as were most iikdi

to preser^ e the cattle that were on board. A vStiil inuai

capital object was to save the stores and provisions o(

I

the ships, that he might the better be enabled to piol

secute his discoveries to the north, which coulil noti

now be commenced till a ^ear later than was orit^inallvl

intended. If he had been so fortunate as to have pio-l

cured a supply of water, and of grass, at any of thel

islands he had lately visited, it was his purpose to lia\tl

stood back to the south, till he had met with a westerly

wind. But the certain consequence of doing this, \vil!i-

out such a supply, would have been the loss of all tliej

cattle ; while, at the same time, not a single advaiitas;f

would have been gained, with regard to the grand eiiil.*]

of the voyage. He determined, therefore, to bearawaj

for the Friendly Islands, where he was sure of beiuJ

abundantly provided.

In pursuing his course, agreeably to this rcsol

tion, our commander, on the 14th, reached Palmeistoii]

Island, where, and at a neighbouring islot, both ti

which were uninhabited, some little relief was ohlainnl.

The boats soon procured a load of scurvygrass antil

voung cocoanut trees, which was a feast for the < .mt

and the same feast, with the addition of palm caliiiii:'

anil the tender branches of the whurra tre(;, >>as(iifl|

linued fur t^c\eral davs. On the IGth, Omai, being otl



THIRD VOYAGK. 81
'I • i!

^Itnre with tlic captain, caunjlit, with a sooop-net, in a

u IV short time, as much fish as served the whole party

for iliiiiK'r, besides sending a quantity td both the ships.

Birds, too, and particularly men-of-war and tropic

birds, were plentilully obtained ; so that our navigators

liad sumptuous entertainment. Omai acted as cook

upon the occasion. The fish and the birds he dressed

with heated stones, after the manner of his country
;

;iml performed the operation with a dexterity and good

liiiinour which were greatly to his credit. From the

islol before mentioned, twelve hundred cocoanuts were
piiKured, whicli being Cijually divided among the crew,

were of great use to them, both on account of the juice

and the kernel. There is no water in the islots which
iinconipreheiidcd under the name of Palmerston Island.

It that article could be obtained, and good anchorage

(!)uld be accomplished within the reef. Captain Cook
[would prefer this island to any of the uninhabited ones,

for tiie mere purpose of refreshment. The <|uantity of

^lisli that might be caught would be sullieient ; and a

fsliip's company could it>am about unmolested by the

|l]ittiilan«'e of the inhabit.-uits.

Different opinions have been entertained concerning

l|1iio formation of the low islands in the great oeean.

Il'rom the observations whi(di our commander now
biiadc, he vvas convinced, that such islands are formed
Ifnmi shoals, or coral banks, and, consequently, that

^llicy are always increasing.

After leaving Palnierston's Island, Captain Cook
ijitLrrod to the west, with a view of making the best

m his way to Annamtioka. During his course, tin-:

^.vliuwors were so copious, that our uavisrators saved a

I'oiisiderable quantity of water. Finding that a greater

iMMiply could be obtained by the rain in o«»- hour, than

|<<. fi 1)0 gotten bv distillation in a moiith, the captain

llaid aside the still as a thiaa: which ^as attended with
pjiiorc trouble than ]»rolit. 'It this time, tiie united lK*at

P«iid moisture of the vveasher, in additujn to the inqtos-

|.^il)iiity of keeping the ships drv, threatened to be

l»K'\ious to tht health of (;ur p« rh*. It was, however,
I'liiarkalde, thai ueitbei tiic tt.m>,iun1 use of suit food,

\ J II. G
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nor the vicissitudes ofeliinato, were productive of anr

evil efl'ects. Tliouj^li tlie oidv iiiaterinl rel'resluin

m

our voyaj^ers had received, since their lea\in^r tin

Cape of Good Hope, was tliat which they had [>ro(;uri(!

at New Zealand, there was not, as yet, a sinirjt! siik

person on board. This happy situation of things w^s

undouhte'dly owinu^ to the unremitting attention of our

commander, in seeing that no circumstance was Jici;.

hu'ted, which could contribute to the preservation u\

the health of his company.
On the 28tli of April, Captain Cook touched at tlic

Island of Komango ; and, on the 1st of May, he arri\t(|

at Annamooka. The station he took was the very saiiii

which he had occupied when he > isited the country

three years before; and it was probably almost in tin

same }>lace where Tasman, the first discoverer of this

and some of the neighbouring islands, anchored ia

10 13. A friendly intercourse was immediately opcntd

Avith the natives, and every thing was settled to tin

captain's satisfaction. He recei> ed the greatest civili-

ties from Toobou, the chief of Annamooka ; and 'iai|)a,

a chi<'f from the Island of Komango, attached liiniscit

to the English in so extraordinary a manner, that, in

order to be near them in the night, as well as in tin-

day, he had a house brought on men's shoulders, a liili

quarter of a mile, and placed close to the shed, wiiidi

was occu|)ied by our party on shore. On the Gtli, our

commander was visited by a great chief from Tonj^atii-

boo, whose name was Feenou, and who was faisilv

represented, by Taipa, to be the king of all the Friendly

IslcH. The only interruption to the harmony wliicii

subsisted between our people and the natives of Anna-

mooka arose from the thievish disposition of mauv nl

the inhabitants. They afforded frequent opportunities

of renjarkiiig, how <'xpert they were in the business nil

stealing. E\ en some of the chiefs did not think tlic

profession unbecoming their dignity. One of them was I

detected in carrying a bolt out of the ship, conceal
dj

under his clothes ; for which Captain Cook sentencdl

him lt» retu^ive a dozen lashes, and kept him eonlimili

till he had paid a hog for iiis liberty. After this act nt
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justice, our navigators were no longer troubled witli

thlivts of rank : l>ut llieir ser> ants, or slaves, were still

( iii|)l()ved in the (!irty work ; and upon tlieni a flogging

stetiu'd to make no greater impression than it would

have done U|»on the mainmast. " \N hen any of them

liapiicried to be caught in the act, so far were their

iiiaslcis from interceding in their favour, that they

(ittt'ii aihised our gentlemen to kill them. This, how-
ever, being a punishment too severe to be inflicted,

tlicv o;rnerally escaped without being punished at all
;

fitrOf the shame, as well as of the pain of corporal

I Iiaslisement, they appeared to be equally insensible.

At length, Captain Clerke invented a mode of treat-

iiitiit, >\liich was thcmght to be productive of some

[
;;(i(i(l cllect. He put the thieves into the hands of the

harlRT, and completely shaved their heads. In con-

bt'(|U(Mi('e of this operation, they became objects of

ri(li( ule to their own countrymen ; and our people, by
keeping tlieni at a distance, were enabled to deprive

I tin 111 (»f future opportunities for a repetition of their

roLiiHM'les.

Tliu island of Annamooka being exhausted of its

articles of food, Captain Cook proposed, on the 11th,

(to |)n)(!ced directly for Tongataboo. From this resolu-

tion, however, he was diverted, at the instance of Fee-
iiuii, who warmly reconnnended, in preference to it, an
inland, or rather a group of islands, called Hapaee,
l\iiig to the north-east. There, he assured our voy-
M^nfi, they could be plentifully supplied with every
retrt'slnnent, in the easiest maimer ; and he enforced
liis achice by engaging to attend them thither in per-

I

.son. Accordingly, Hapaee was n«ade choice of for the
iie\t stati(ui ; and the examination of it became an

|ol)it'ct vvith the captain, as it had never been visited

l)v any European ships.

On tlie 17th, our commander arrived at Hapaee,
^\li< re he met with a m(»st friendly reception from the

|iiil:al)itants, and from Earoupa, the chief of the island.

During the whole stay of our navigators, the time wiis

^s|i(iit in a reciprocation of presents, civilities, and
FMiJcninilics. On the part of the natives were displaced

1111
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iicat house, wlilcli, lie was t<)l<l, was at liis ser\ic(',

mirliijj; iiis stay iutlie island. The house was situated

a little within the skirts otthe woods, and had a hue

lars;!' ai**-a jjefore it; so that a more agreeable spot

coiilil not have ])een provided. Our eoninianders

arrival at Tono^ataboo was followed In a sueeession of

ntertainmeiits, similar to those whieh had oeeurred at

Hapaee, though somewhat divei-sitied in eircumstanees,

and exhibited with additional splendour. The plea-

sure, however, of the visit was oeeasioiuilly interrupted

bv tile thieveries of many of the inhabitants. Nothing

(•(>uld prevent their plundering our vo>agers, in every

(|iiarter; and they did it in the most daring and inso-

lent manner. TJiere was scai'eely any thing wliieli

tbey did not attempt to steal ; and yet, as the crowd
was always great, the eaptain would not j)ermit tlio

sentinels to tire, lest the innoceut should sull'er with

the guilty.

Captain Cook, on the 19th, made a distribution of

the animals which he had selected as presents for the

jiriiicipal men of the island. To Poulaho, the king,

lie gave a young English bull and a cow, together w itii

three goats ; to Mareewagee, a chief of co!»*equenee,

a Cape ram and two ewes ; and to Feenou, a hor^•e and
a mare. He likewise left in the island a young boar
and three young sows, of the English breed ; and two
rabbits, a buck and a doe. Omai, at the same time,

was instructed to represent the importance of these

animals, and to explain, as far as he was capable of

doing it, the manner in which they should be preserved
and treated. Even the generosity of the captain was
not without its inconveniences. It soon api)eared that

some were dissatisfied with the allotment of the ani-

mals; for, next morning, two kids and two turkey-
cocks were missing. As our commander could not
suppose, that this was an accidental loss, he determined
to have them again. The first step he took was to

seize on three canoes, that happened to be alongside
the ships ; after which he went on shore, and having
louud the king, his brother, Feeiiou, and some other
chiefs, he immediately put a guard over them, aiul
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ji^ave thorn to \in(lrrslan<1, that they imist remain inidtr

restraint, till not only the kid aiul the turke\s, init thi

rest of the thinj^s which, at dilVerent times, had lictn

stolen from onr voyagers, should be restored. This

bold st(^|) o(" Captain Cook was attended with a V( rv

good effect. Some of the articles which liad been lost

were instantly broujj^ht back, and such g-ood assm

ances were »;[\en with rejj^ard to the remainder, tliat,

in the afternoon, the chiefs were n^leased. It was a

happy circumstance, with respect to this transaction,

that it did not abate the future confidence of Pouiafm

and his friends in the captain's kind and generous

treatment.

On the 5th of July was an eclipse of the sun, wliidi,

however, in consequence of unfavourable weather, was

» ery imperfectly observed. Happily, the disappoint

ment wa}i of little consequence, as the longitude was

j.ore than sulliciently determined by lunar observa-

tions.

Captain Cook sailed from Tongataboo on the lOth,

and, two days after, came to anchor at the island of

Middleburg, or Eooa, as it is called by the inhabitants.

Here he Avas immediately visited by Taoofa, the eliid

with whom he had formerly been accjuainted. Tin

intercourse now renewed was friendly in the liij;li(^t

degree, both with Taoofa and the rest o'" the natlvts;

and our commander endeavoured to nu uorale tlitir

condition by planting a pineapple and sowinji; tin

seeds of melons, and other vegetables, in the cliitt s

plantation. To this he was encouraged by a proof tliiit

j

liis past endeavours had not been wholly unsucccsst'iil,
j

He had, one day, served up to him at his dinner, a di^li

ofturnips, being the produce of the seeds which he liitl

left at Eooa in his last voyage.

The stay which Captain Cook made at the Frieinll\

Islands was between two and three months; duriii,|

which time, some accidental differences excepted, tin n

subsisted the utmost cordiality between the Euglis'i

and the natives. These differences were nev( r at

tended with any fatal conse<|uences ; whi(;h happy <'ii
I

cunistancc was principally owing to the unremitting
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itttiitioii oIIIk^ (-aptiiin, \\\u> tHrcctt'd all liis iDLasuie.s

uitli a view lo tlu; provcntioii ot" siicli (juarrt'ls, as

would be injurious uitlicr to tiie iiilialiitaiits or to liis

(twn people. JSo lonj:; as our navij^alors sliiid at llie

islands, tli(\v e\p(!ii(le(l very little of their sea pro\ i-

Moiis, suljsistiiij^, in f^eneral, upon the [jrodueo of the

onntrv, and earrvini; away with them a <iuantity <d'

n rreshnients, suHieient to last till their arrival at ano-

ther station, where they could depend upon a Iresh

sii|»ply. It was a sinj^ular pleasure to our eonunander,

tliiit he possessed an op[K)rtunity ol" addinp^ to the hap

|iint*ss of these j^ood Indians, by the usel'ui animals

^\llich he left among them. Uj)on the whole, the ad-

vaiitajres of having touched at the Friendly Islands

were very great ; and Captain Cook rellecled upon it

with peculiar satisfaction, that these advantages were
obtained without retarding, for a single mouient, the

|imsccution of the great object of his voyage ; the

season for proceeding to the nortii ha\ itig been prev i-

ously lost.

Besides the immediate benefits which both the na-

tives and the English derived from their mutual inter-

(oiu,,. on {\w ])resent occasion, such a large addition

was now nuide to the geographical knowledge of this

part of the Pacific Oc( an, as may render no small ser-

vice to future na^ igat(»rs. Under the denominjition of

the Friendly Islands Moist be included not only the

ifroup of Hapaee, but . 'I those inlands that have been
(liscoNt red nearly undci the same meridian, to the

north, as well as some others, v\hich, though they ha\e
never hitherto been seen by any European vo^agcTS,

are under the dominion of Tongataboo. From the?

information which our commander received, it appears,

that this archipelago is very extensive. Above one
hundred and fifty islands were reckoned up b\ the

natives, who made us€ of bits of leaves to ascertain

their number; and Mr. An<b'rson, with his usual dili-

j;ence, procured all their names. Fifteen of them are

said to be bigli or hilly, and tbirty-five of them large.

Con(;erninir th< size of the thirtv-two which were un-

explored, it can only be mentioned, that they must be

Wm
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larger tfaan Annaiiiooka, ^vhicli >vas ranked aiiioii:;>i

the smaller isles. Several, indeed, ol' those wjilili

belong to this latter denomination, are mere spots,

without inhabitants. Captain Cook had not the Ica-vt

doubt but that Prince William's Islands, discoAcml

and so named by Tasman, were comprehended in tli(

list furnished by the nati\es. He had also good auUio-

rity for believing that Ke|)pcrs and Boscaweu's Islands,

two of Captain Wallis's discoveries in 176i), wtre in-

cluded in the same list ; and that they vvere under tlic

sovereign of Tougataboo, which is the grand scat of

government. It must be left to future navigators tn

extend the geography of this part of the South Patilir

Ocean, by ascertaining the exact situation and sizf of

nearly a hundred islands, in the neighbourhood, whiili

our commander had no Oj)portunity of exploring.

During the present visit to tlie Friendly islands,

large additions were made to the knowledge which

was obtained, in the last voyage, of the natural history

and productions of the country, and the manners and

customs of its inhabitants. Though it does not fall

witliin the plan of this narrative to enter into a detail

of the particulars recorded, I cannot help taking notice

of the explanation which Captain Cook has given of

the thievish disposition of the natives. It is an expla-

nation which reflects honour upon his sagacity, huma-

nity, and candour; and therefore I shall rcHte it in

his own words :
" The only defect," says he, " sullviny;

their character, that we know of, is a propensil} lu

thieving; to which we found those of all ages, and

both sexes, addicted, and to an uncommon degree. It

should, however, be considered, that this ex(;eptional»le

part of their conduct seemed to exist merely uitli

respect to us ; for, in their general intercourse witli

one another, I had reason to be of opinion, that tiici'ts

do not happen more fre(|uently (perhaps less so) than

in other countries, the tdishonest practices of whose

worthless individuals are not supposed to authorizf

any indiscriminate censure on the whole body of tlic

people. Great allowances should be made for tlic

foibles of these poor natives of the Pacific Ocean,
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wliosr minds were overpowered with the glare ofobjeeis,

(i|ually new to them as they were eaptivatin^. Steal-

ing, among the eivilized nations of the world, may
well be eonsidered as denoting a eharaeter deeply

stained with moral turpitude ; with avarice, unre-

.strained by the known rules of right; and with prolli-

;;acy, producing extreme indigence, and neglecting the

niea/is of relieving it. But at the Friendly and otlier

islands which we visited, the tlieft»s, so frequently eom-
niitted by the natives, of what we had brought along

with us, may be fairly traced to less culpable motives.

They seemed to arise solely from an intense curiosity

or desire to possess something which they had not

kin accustomed to before, and belonging to a sort of

j»e()|)leso different from themselves. And, perhaps, if

it were possible, that a set of beings, seemingly as

superior in our judgment, as we are in theirs, should

a|)|)ear amongst us, it might be doubted, whether our
natural regard to justice would be able to restrain

mail V from fallinii: into the same error. That I have
assigned the true motive for their propensity to this

(iractice, appears from tlieir stealing every thing indis-

(riminately at first sight, before they could have the

least conception of converting their prize to any one
useful purpose. But, I believt^ with us, no person
would forfeit his reputation, or ex[»ose himself to

jiunishment, without knowing, beforehand, how to em-
|iloy the stolen goods. Upon the whole, the pilfering

disposition of these islanders, though certainly disa-

{Creeahle and troublesome to strangers, was the means
of affording us some information as to the tpiickness of
their intellects."

With respect to the religion of tliese Indians, Mr.
Anderson maintains, that they have very proper senti-

ments concerning the immateriality and immortality of
the soul ; and thinks himself sufHcieiitiy authorized to

aj^sert, that they <lo not worship any thing which is the
work of their own hands, or any visible; part of the
< reatioii. The language of the Friendly Islands has
t lie greatest imaginable conformity with that of New

!
Zealai; f, of Wateeoo, and Mangeca, Se\ oral hundreds

•'jpli

^v
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of Ihc words of it were colleeteil l)V Mr. Atidnsor

and amongst (liese, are terms that express iiuiiil»(r>

reachiri,:^ to a hundred thousand. Be^'ond this limii

they never went, and [)rohably were not able to ^o lar

ther ; for it was observed, that when they had j;ott( n

thus far, they commonly used a word which exprts;

an indefinite number.
On the 17th of July, cur commander took his

leave of the Friendly Islands, and resumed his vovair).

An eclipse was observed in the nigiil between the 'iotli

and the 21st ; and on the 8th of August land was dis-

covered. Some of the inhabitants, who came oil' io
|

canoes, seemed earnestly to invite our people to i>;o on

shore ; but Captain Cook did not think proper to run

the risk of losing the advantage of a fair wind, for tlie

sake of examining an island which appeared to be of

little consequence. Its name, as was learned from the

natives, who spake the Otaheite language, is Too-

bonai.

Pursuing his course, the captain reached Otaheite

on the 12tli, and steered for Oheitepeha Bay, with an

intention to anchor there, in order to draw what re-

freshments he could from the south-east part of tlif 1

island, before he went down to Matavai. Omai's fir>t

reception amongst his countrymen was not entirely ot

a flattering nature. Though several persons came on

board 'vho knew him, and one of them was his brother

in-law, there was nothing remarkably tender or strik-

ing in their meeting. An interview which Omai had,

on the 13th, with his sister, was agreeable to the feel

ings of nature; for their meeting was marked Wi\\\\

expressions of tender aflection, more easy to be con-

ceived than described. In a visit, likewise, which lie|

received from an aunt, the old lady threw herself at hii

feet, and plentifully bedewed them with tears of joy.

Captain Cook was informed by the natives, that,!

since he was last at the island, in 1774, two ships had

been twice in Oheitepeha Bay, and had left animals in

the country. These, on farther inquiry, were found to|

be hogs, dogs, goats, one bull, and a ram. That tlu

vessels which had visited Otaheite were Spanish, wail
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yUln from an insc ri|itioii that was cut upon a wooden
cruss, standing at some distance from tlie front of a

liouse wliicli had heen occupied by the stranj^ers. On
tlie transverse part of the cross was inscribed,

Christus vincit.

And on the perpendicular part,

Carolus IIL imperat, 1774.

Our commander took this occasion to preserve the

memory of the prior visits of the English, by inscribing,

oD the other side of the post,

Georgius tertius Rex,

Annis 1767,

1769, 1773, 1774, ^ 1777.

Whatever might be the intentions of the Spaniards in

their visit to the island, it ought to be remembered to

their honour, that they behaved so well to the inhabi-

tants, as always to be spoken of in the strongest expres-

sions of esteem and veneration.

Captain Cook had at this time an important affair

to settle. As he knew that he could now be furnished

with a plentiful supply of cocoanuts, the liquor of

which is an excellent and wholesome beverage, he was
desirous of prevailing upon his people to consent to

their being abridged, during their stay at Otaheite and
the neighbouring islands, of their stated allowance of

spirits to mix with water. But as this stoppage of a

favourite article, without assigning some reason for it,

might occasion a general murmur, he thought it most
prudent to assemble the ship's company, and to make
known to them the design of the voyage, and the ex-

tent of the future operations. To animate them in

undertaking with cheerfulness and perseverance what
lay before them, he took notice of the rewards offered

by parliament, to such of his majesty's subjects as

sliould first discover a communication between the

Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, in any direction whatever,

in the northern hemisphere ; and also to such as should

first penetrate beyond the eighty-ninth degree of nor-
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thcrn latitude. The captain made no doubt, lie toM

tliein, tliat he should find them willing to eooperate

with him in attemptini^, as far as might be possible, to

beeome entitled to one or both these rewards; but

that, to give the best chance of success, it would \w

ne(;essary to observe the utmost economy in the expen-

diture of the stores and provisions, particularly tlic

latter, as there was no probability of getting a su|>[)lv

any where, after leaving these islands. He stren<rtli-

ened his argument by reminding them, that, in consi-

1

quence of the opportunity's having been lost of gettin;'

to the north this summer, the voyage must last at least

a year longer than had originally been supposed. Hi

entreated them to consider the various obstructions

and difliculties they might still meet with, and the

aggravated hardships they would endure, if it shonld

be found necessary to put them to short allowance, of

any species of provisions, in a cold climate. For these

very substantial reasons, he submitted to them, whe-

ther it would not be better to be prudent in time, and,

rather than to incur the hazard of having no spirits

left, when such a cordial would most be wanted, to

consent to give up their grog now, when so excellent

a liquor as that of cocoanuts could be substituted in il>

place. In conclusion, our commander left the deter-

mination of the matter entirely to their own choice.

This speech, which certainly partook much of the

nature of true eloquence, if a discourse admirably cal-

culated for persuasion be entitled to that character,

produced its full effect on the generous minds of Eng-

lish seamen. Captain Cook had the satisfaction ut*

finding that his proposal did not remain a single mo-

ment under consideration; being unanimously and

immediately approved of, without the least objectiou.

By our commander's order, Captain Clerke made the

same proposal to his people, to which they, likewise,

agreed. Accordingly, grog was no longer served, ex-

cepting on Saturday nights ; when the companies of

both ships had a full allowance of it, that they mi^ht

drink the healths of their friends in England.

On the 24th, Captain Cook quitted the soutli-cast
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part of Otalieito, and refs.imcd his old station in Ma-
tavai Bav. Immediately upon his arrival, \ut was

^isiled by Otoo, the kin^ of the whole island, and their

former friendship was renewed ; a friendship which

was continued without interruption, and cemented by

a jterpetual succession of civiliti(;s, "food otlices, and

rntertainmenls. One of our commander's first objects

was to dispose of all the Euro|>ean animals which were

ill the ships. Accordingly, he conveyed to Oparre,

Otoo's place of residence, a peacock and hen ; a turkey

cock and hen, one j^ander and three j^eese, a drake and

lour ducks. The jjeese and ducks began to breed

before our navigators left their present station. There
were already, at Otoo's, several goats, and the Spanish

hull; which was one of the finest animals of the kind

that was ever seen. To the bull Captain Cook sent

the three cows he had on board, together with a bull

of his own ; to all which were added the horse and

mare, and the sheep that had still remained in the

>essels.

The captain found himself lightened of a very heavy
burden, in having disposed of these passengers. It

is not easy to conceive the trouble and vexation, which
had attended the conveyance of this living cargo,

through such various hazards, and to so immense a

distance. But the satisfaction which our commander
felt, in having been so fortunate as to fulfil his ma-

I

jcsty's humane designs, in sending such valuable ani-

mals, to supply the wants of the two worthy nations, af-

forded him an ample recompense for the many anxious

hours he had passed, before this subordinate object of

his vovajje could be carried into execution.

At this time a war was on the point of breaking out,

between the inhabitants of Einieo and those of Ota-

iieite ; and by the latter Captain Cook was requested
to take a part in tlieir favour. With this request,

however, though enforced by frequent and urgent

solicitations, the captain, according to his usual wis-

dom, refused to comply. He alleged, that, as he was
not tlioroughly acquainted with the dispute, and the

|»^opie of Eimeo hud iie\er olfeuded him, he could nut

I'i.
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think himself at liberty' to ent^agt' in hostilitif's R<i^aiiist

them. With these reasons Otoo and must ut'the ciiiiis

appeared to be satisfied ; but one of tJn'ni, Towha whn

so highly displeased, that our commander ne^er aiU|.

ward recovered his friendship.

Upon the present occasion, Captain Cook had full

and undeniable proof, that the oft'erinjif of human satri-

lie(!s forms a part of the religious institutions of Ota-

heite. Indeed, he was a witness to a solemnity of tins

kind ; the process of which he has particularly ilt-

sitribed, and has related it with the just sentiments oi

inili<rnation and abhorrence. The unhappy ^ictiin,

who wivS now offered to the object of worship, seemcil

to be a middle aj^ed man, and was said to be one of tlm

lowest class of the people. But the captain could not

learn, after all his in(|uiries, whether the wretch liad

been lixed upon on account of his having comniithil

any crime which was supposed to be deser>in}j; oi

death. It is certain, that a choice is j^enerally niadt-,

either of such guilty |)ersons for the sacrifices, or of

common low fellows, who stroll about from place to

place, without any visible methods of obtainin«; an

Jionest subsistence. Those who are devoted to suflVr,

are ne^er ap|)rized of their fate, till the blow is given,

that puts an end to their being. Whenever, upon any

particular emergency, one of the great chiefs considers

a human sacrifice to be necessary, he pitches upon tlio

victim, and then orders him to be suddenly fallen u|)un

and killed, either with clubs or stones. Although it

should be supposed, that no more than one person is

ever devoted to destruction on any single occasion, at

Otalieite, it will still be found that these occurrences

are so frequent, as to cause a shocking waste of 1 lie

human race; for our commander counted no less than

forty-nine skulls of former victims, \y}n^ before the

Morai, where he had seen another added to the num-

ber. It was apparent, from the freshness of the^e

skulls, that no great length of time had elapsed since

the wretches to whom they belonged had been oflered

upon the altar of blood.

There is reason to fear, that this custom is as exku-
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,s as exlt'ii-

Livo HS it is horrid. It i» liiglily probable that it |)n>-

KaiU tlirou<;-hout the widely diflused islands of the

I'milic Ocean; and Captain Cook had particular e\i-

liiicc of its subsistiniif at the Friendly islands. To
|^^|lHt an extent the practice of human sacrifices was
larrit'd in the ancient world, is not unknown to the

l.Hiiicd. Scarcely any nation was free from it in a

[(trlain slate of society; and, as relij^ious reformation

lisuiie of the last efforts of the human mind, the prac-

liicf may be continued, even when the manners are

itlierwise far removed from savaf^e life. It may have

[iHTiia long time before civilization has made such a

prosfrcss as to deprive superstition of its cruelty, and
tixiiurt it from barbarous rites to ceremonies which,

tliou^'j] foolish enough, are comparatively mild, gentle,

laiul iniiocent.

On the 5th of September, an accident liappened,

I

wliitli, though slight in itself, was of some consetiuence

llruiii tiie situation of things. A young ram of the Cape
linrd, which had been landied and brought up with

u'lcat care on board the ship, was killed by a dog.

i

Desirous as Captain Cook was of propagating so usefnl

la race among the Society Islands, the loss of a ram was
la serious misfortune. It was the only one he had of
Itliat breed ; and of the English breed a single ram was
[all that remained.

Captain Cook and Captain Clerke, on the 14th,

Imouiitcd on horseback, and took a ride round the plain

N Matavai, to the great surprise of a large number of
the natives, who attended upon the occasion, and gazed
ii|»on the gentlemen with as much astonishment as if

|tlie> had been Centaurs. "NVhat the two captains had
Itei^un was afterwards repeated every day, by one and
janother of our people ; notwithstanding w hieli, the
curiosity of the Otaheitans still continued unabated.
They were exceedingly delighted with these animals,
[after tliey had seen the use which was made of them.
Not all the novelties put together, which European

j visitors had carried amongst the inhabitants, inspired
li<*m with so high ;in idea of the greatness of distant

i'lafions, ^ . ,,» -•
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Tiioiiirli Captniii (*ook woiiM not \ttKv a part in tin

(]iiai'n'ls lu'twrrii the islands, ho was rradv Ut protivi

liis parlicnIarlVitMuls, wIumi in danger <>(' hciii^ injiirnl,

Towliu, \vlio roinmaiuicd tlir ('xpcdition a<;ainst Kiinni,

had hiM'U ohlii^cd to sulmiit to a dis;;rarorul an'onunn

iiation. Hrini>; full of n^scntincnt, on account ol'liisl

not havini; been properly snpport«'d, h(; was said tn

lia\e tlircaten(Mi, (hat, as soon as the captain shoiiM

leave the island, he would join his forces to lliusr oi

Tiarahoo, and attack Otoo, at iVIatavai orOparre. Tins I

induced our comniander to declare, in thtr most pulilir

manner, that he was d<;terniined to espouse tin; intercut

of his friend, ai^ainst anv such condunation ; and tliat,

whoever presumed to assault him, should feci tliH

weiifht of his heavy displeasure, when he n'turmd

aj;ain to Otaheile. ('aptain Cook's dcidaratioa had

probably the desired eflect ; for, if Tow ha had formtd

iiostih? intentions, no more wits heard of the matter.

The inanniM' in which our commander was freed from

a rheumatics complaint, that consisted of a pain cxt(Mi(l-

insjf from the hip to the foot, deserves to bo recordd. I

Otoo's mother, his three sisters, and eij^ht other wfiriut

went on board, for the express purpose of undertakins;
|

the cure of his disorder. He accepted of their friendly

oll'er, had a bed spread for them on the cabin floor,]

and submitted himself to their directions. IJein;;^ de-

siretl to lay himself down amonj^st them, then, as many

of them as could j;et round him bejj^an to squeeze \m\

with both hands, from head to foot, but more particu-

larly in the part where the pain was lodpjed, till tlieyl

made his bones crack, and his llesli became a period

mummy. After under<«^oinjj^ this discipline al)Out a

fjuarter of an hour, he was glad to be released fiom|

the women. The operation, however, j^ave him imnu'-

diate relief; so that he was encouraged to submit to i

another rubbing down before he went to bed; tlie

consecpiencc of which was, that he was tolerably easy

all the succeeding night. His female physicians re-

peated their prescription the next morning, and a^aiii|

in the evening; after which his pains were entirely

removed, and the cure was perfected. This operation,

.I'd
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which is railtMl romee, is universally prRcti.scul amon^
{\wM' islaiidors; briri^ HoinotiiiH^s |H!rtorme(l by the

ni»n, Imt inon; yjrncrally by thr vvoinni.

Captain C-<iok, who now had romr to thr rrsolution

(il'ili>|)artin^ soon IVum Otahcito, acrompanicd, on tho

'iinii, Otoo to 0|tarr(\ and examined (he eatlle and

|i()iil(ry, which he had consigned to his tViend's <;ar(; at

that \\\m'v.. Every tiling was in a promising way, and

|in)|Hu-ly attended. The captain procured from Otoo
liiiir Li^oats ; two of which he designed to leave at

( lirlra, where none had as yet been introduced ; and
the otiier two he proposed to reserve for the ust; of

aiiv islands he ini<;ht clianee to meet with in his pas-

Siller to the north. On tht; next day, Otoo came on
hoard, and informed our commander that he had gotten

a canoe, which lie desired him to (;arry home, as a

[ircsent to the Earee rahie no Pretane. This, he said,

wH^tlie only thing he could send which was worthy of
his majesty s acceptance. (!aptain Cook was not a

little pleased with Otoo, fur this mark of his gratitude

;

and tlic more, as the thought was entirely his own.
Not one of our people had given him the least hint con-

cerning it; and it showed, that he was fully sensible

to whom he stood indebted for the most valuable pre-

M'lits that he had received. As the canoe was too

lar;>;e to be taken on board, the captain could only
tl::'.nk him for his good iutcutions ; but it would have
;;-ivon him a much greater satisfaction, if his present

could have been accepte<l.

During this visit of our voyagers to Otahcite, such
a cordial friendship and confidence subsisted between
them and the natives, as never once to be interrupted
hv any untoward accident. Our commander had made
the chiefs fully sensible, that it was their interest to

treat with him on fair and equitable terms, and to keep
their people from plundering or stealing. So great
was Otoos attachment to the English, that he seemed
pleased with tlie idea of their having a permanent
settlement at Matavai ; not considering, that from that

time he would be deprived of his kingdom, and the

iuhabilanis of their liberties. Captain Cook bad loo
VOL. II. H
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much n^ratltiulo and rt'j^anl lor Ihcsr islandors, \n \\i>|i

that siu'h an I'vcrit shoiihl ('\i'r take phu'C. Tli()u;r||

uur occasional visits niav, in some rcs|M'cts, Iia\<' Ihth

oradvantaLV*' to the natives, he was atVaitI that a ihiralil.

establishment amoni; them, eonilueted as most Eiirn-

|>ean estahlishments amoni^st Indian nations ha\r im.

iortunately been, would i;i\o them just cause to lament

that thev had been discovered bv our navi«;ators. Ii

is not, itidecd, likelv that a measure of this kind slioiiM

at anv time seriously be adopted, because it caiiiint

serve either the purposes of publico ambition, or pri\at(

avaric(; ; and, without such inducements, the captain

has ventured to pronounce that it will ne>er be umltr-

taken.

From Otaheito our voya«»;ers sailed, on the liOtii.to

Eimeo, where tiiey came to an anchor on the saiiic

day. At this island the transactions which liappcnd

were, for the most part, very unpleasant. A f^oat,

which was stolen, was recovered without any extraor-

dinary dilliculty, and one of the thieves was, at iIk

same time, surrendered ; bein<i^the first instance o'tlu'

kind that our commander had met with in his con-

nevions with the Society Islands. The stealiiiar ot

another tJ^oat was attended with an uncommon dcgm-

of perplexity and trouble. As the recovery of it \\s

a matter of no small importance. Captain Cook was

<Ietermined to efl'ect this at any rate ; and accordiii;,Hy

lie nia«le an expedition across the island, in the course

of which he set (ire to six or eifj^ht houses, and burnid

a nund)er of war can^oes. At last, in consecjuencc (it a

peremptory message to Maheine, the chief of Eimeo,

that not a sin<;rle canoe should be left in the countrv,

or an end be put to the contest, unless the animal in

his possession should be restored, the a;oat was brouj^lit

back. This quarrel was as much rei»;retted on the part

of the captain, as it could be on that of the liatives. It

j^rieved him to reflect, that, after refusin;^ the pressiii^f

solicitations of his friends at Otaheite to favour their

invasion of this island, he ^should find himself so spee-

dily reduced to the necessity of engaging in hostilities

against its inhabitants ; and in such hostilities as, per-
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liaps, lind been more injurious to tliein than Towlia'tt

«'\|M(liti4)n.

On tli(! 11 til of October, the ships departed from

Eiiiieo, and tlie next day arri\ed at Onharre harbour,

(111 tlie west side of Huaheine. 'Jhe ^rand business of

iiiir coniniander at tliis island was the seltlenu'rit of

Omai. In order to obtain the consent of the ciru'fs of

tlie island, the aflair was conducled with j;reat solcni-

iiitv. Omai dressed himself \ery properly on the

occasion ; brou,<;ht with him a suitable assortment of

|iirst'iits; went throuo^li a \ariety of rclii;;ious ceremo-
nies; and made a speech, the topics of which had been
dictated to him bv our commander. The result of the

[ici;otiation was, that a spot of ground was assiju^ned

liiiii, the extent of which, al(m<y the shore of the har-

liour, was about two hundred }ards; and its depth to

tlie loot of the hill, somewhat more. A proportionable

|mrt of the hill was included in the s^rant. 'Ihis busi-

ness liavinji^. been adjusted in a satisfactory manner,
tlie carpenters of both ships were employed in building

a small house for Omai, in which he mij^ht secure his

European commodities. At the same time, sonie of

the English made a «;arden for his use, in which they
]ilantc<l shaddocks, vines, pineap|)les, melons, and the

seeds of several other vejj^elable articles. All of these

Captain Cook had the satisfaction of seeing in a tlou-

risliinjf state before he left the island.

At Huaheine, Omai found a brother, a sister, and a

brother- in-law, by whom he was received with great
reward and tenderness. But though these people were
laitlilul and afl'ectionate in their attachment to him,
llic ciiptain discovered, with concern, that they were
of too little consequence in the island to be capable of

rendering him any positive service. They had not

either authority or intluence to protect his person or
property ; and, in such a situation, there was reason to

apprehend, that he might be in danger of being strip-

ped of all his possessions, as soon as he should cease to

be supported by the power of the English. To pre-

vent this evil, if possible, our commander advised him
tu cutieiliate the favour and engage the patronage and

:!ii
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that liis residence in England had not contributed to

improve his taste for the sober felicity of a domestic

union with some woman of his own country.

The European weapons of Omai consisted of a mus-

ket, bayonet, and cartouch-box ; a fowlingpiece, two

pair of pistols, and two or three swords or cutlasses.

With the possession of these warlike implements, ho

was highly delighted ; and it was only to gratify his

eager desire for them that Captain Cook was induced

to make him such presents. The captain would other-

wise have thought it happier for him to be without

firearms, or any European weapons, lest an imprudent

use of them (and prudence was not his most distin-

guished talent) should rather increase his dangers than

establish his superiority. Though it was no small

satisfaction to our commander to reflect, that he had
brought Omai safe back to the very spot from which
lie had been taken, this satisfaction was, nevertheless,

somewhat diminished by the consideration, that his

situation might now be less desirable than it was be-

fore his connexion with the English. It was to be
feared, that the advantages which he had derived from
Ills visit to England would place him in a more ha-

zardous stpte, with respect to his personal safety.

Whatever faults belonged to Omai's character, they

were overbalanced by his good nature and his grati-

tude. He had a tolerable share of understanding, but
it was not accompanied with application and perse-

verance ; so that his knowledge of things was \ ery

general, and in most instances imperfect : nor was he
a man of much observation. He would not, therefore,

l)e able to introduce many of the arts and customs of

England among his countrymen, or greatly to improve
those to which they have long been habituated. Cap-
tain Cook, however, was confident, that he would en-

deavour to bring to perfection the fruits and vegetables
' 'uch had been planted in his garden. This of itself

ould be no small acquisition to the natives. But the

greatest benefit which these islands are likely to re-

ceive from Omai's travels, will be in the animals that

are loll upon them ; and which, had it not been for his

f
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cominj^ to En^rland, they might probably never havo

obtained. When these multiply, of which Captain

Cook thouj^ht there was little reason to doubt, Ota

heite, and the Society Islands, will equal, it* not ex-

ceed, any country in the known world, for plenty ol

provisions.

Before our commander sailed from Hauheine, he had

the foIlowin<^ inscription cut on the outside of Oniai's

house

:

Georgius Tertius, Rex, 2 Novembris, 1777.

Tyr ^ Resolution, Jac. Cook, Pr,

i Discovery, Car, Clerke, Pr,

On the same day, Omai took his final leave of our navi-

gators, in doing which, he bade farewell to all the

officers in a very affectionate manner. He sustained

himself with a manly resolution, till he came to Cap-

tain Cook, when his utmost efforts to conceal his tears

failed ; and he continued to weep all the time that tlic

boat was conveying him to shore. Not again to re-

sume the subject, I shall here mention, that when the

captain was at Ulietea, a fortnight after this event,

Omai sent two men with the satisfactorv intelligence,

that he remained undisturbed by the people of Hua-

heine, and that every thing succeeded well with liiin,

excepting in the loss of his goat, which had died in

kidding. This intelligence was accompanied with a

request, that another goat might be given him, toge-

ther with two axes. Our commander, esteeming iiirn-

self happy in having an additional opportunity of serv-

ing him, dispatched the messengers back with the axes

and a couple of kids, male and female, which were

spared for him out of the Discovery.

The fate of the two youths, who had been brought

from New Zealand, must not be forgotten. As they

were extremely desirous of continuing with our people,

Captain Cook would have carried them to England

with him, if there had appeared the most distant pro-

bability of their ever being restored to their own

country. Tiarooa, the eldest of them, was a very

well disposed young man, with strong natural sense,

N^
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and a capacity of receiving any instruction. He seemed

to be fully convinced of llie inferiority of New Zea-

land to these islands, and resigned himself, though not

without some degree of reluctance, to end his days, in

ease and plenty, in Huaheine. The other had formed

so strong an attachment to our navigators, that it was

necessary to take him out of the ship, and carry him
ashore by force. This necessity was the more painful

as he was a witty, smart boy : and, on that account, a

rjreat favourite on board. Both these youths became

a part of Omai's family.

Whilst our voyagers were at Huaheine, the atro-

cious conduct of one particular thief occasioned so

much trouble, that the captain punished him more
severely than he had ever done any culprit before.

Besides having his head and beard shaved, he ordered

both his ears to be cut off, and then dismissed him. It

can scarcely be reflected upon without regret, that our
commander should have been compelled to such an act

of severity.

On the 3d of November, the ships came to an anchor
in the harbour of Ohamaneno, in the island of Ulietea.

The observatories being set up on the (ith, and the

necessary instruments having been carried on shore,

the two following days were employed in making astro-

nomical observations. In the night between the 12tli

and 13th, John Harrison, a marine, who was sentinel

at the observatory, deserted, taking with him his arms
and accoutrements. Captain Cook exerted himself on
this occasion, with his usual vigour. He went himself
in pursuit of the deserter, who, after some evasion on
the part of the inhabitants, was surrendered. He was
found sitting between two women, with the musket
lying before him ; and all the defence he was able to

make was, that he had been enticed away by the
natives. As this account was probably the truth, and
as it appeared besides, that he had remained upon his

post till within ten minutes of the time when he was
to have been relieved, the punishment which the cap-
tain inflicted upon him Avas not very severe.

Some days after, a still more troublesome affair hapr

•lis '
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pened, of the same nature. On the morning of the

24tb, the captain was informed that a midshipman and

a seaman, both belonging to the Discovery, were mis-

sing ; and it soon appeared, that they had gone awav

in a canoe in the preceding evening, and had novv

reached the other end of the island. As the midslii]).

man was known to have expressed a desire of remain-

ing at these islands, it was evident, that he and his

companion had gone off with that intention. Though
Captain Gierke immediately set out in quest of thtm

with two armed boats, and a party of marines, his ex-

pedition proved fruitless, the natives having amused

him the whole day with false intelligence. The next

morning an account was broaght that the deserters

were at Otaha. As they were not the only persons in

the ships who wished to Fpend their days at these

favourite islands, it became necessary, for the purjwse

of preventing any farthei desertion, to recover them

at all events. Captain Cook, therefore, in order to

convince the inhabitants that he was in earnest, re-

solved to go after the fugitives himself; to whicli

measure he was determined, from havipg observed, in

repeated instances, that the natives had seldonj offered

to deceive him with false information.

Agreeably to this resolution, the captain set out, the

next morning, with two armed boats, being accompa-

nied by Oreo, the chief of Ulietea, and proceeded

immediately to Otaha. But when he hacl gotten to

the place where the deserters were expected to he

found, he was acquainted that they were gone over to

Bolabola. Thither our commander did not think

proper to follow them, having determined to pursue

another measure, which he judged would more effec-

tually answer his purpose. This measure was to put

the chief's son, daughter, and son-in-law, into confine-

ment, and to detain them till the fugitives should be

restored. As to Oreo, he was informed, that he was

at liberty to leave the ship whenever he pleased, and

to take such methods as he esteemed best calculated

to get our two men back ; that, if he succeeded, his

friends should bo released ; if not, that Captain Cook
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was resolved to carry them away with him. The
(-aptain added, that the chief's own conduct, as well as

that of many of his people, in assisting ^he runaways

to escape, and in enticing others to follow them, would

jQstify any step that could he taken to put a stop to

such 'proceedings. In consequence of this explanation

of our commander's views and intentions, Oreo zea-

lously exerted himself to recover the deserters; for

which purpose he dispatched a canoe to Bolabola, with

a message to Opoony, the sovereign of that island,

acquainting him with what had happened, and request-

iiitf him to seize the two fugitives, and send them
back. The messenger, who was no less a person than

the father of Pootoe, Oreo's son-in-law, came, before

he set out, to Captain Cook, to receive his commands
;

which were, not to return without the runaways, and

to inform Opoony, that, if they had left Bolabola, he

must dispatch canoes in pursuit of them, till they

should fifially be restored. These vigorous measures

were, a* length, successful. On the 28th the deserters

were brought back ; and, as soon as they were on
board, the three prisoners were released. Our com-
mander would not have acted so resolutely on the pre-

sent occasion, had he not been peculiarly solicitous to

save the son of a brother officer from being lost to his

I

country.

While this aifair was in suspense, some of the natives,

from their anxiety on account of the confinement of

the chief's relations, had formed a design of a very

!
serious nature ; which was no less than to seize upon
the persons of Captain Gierke and Captain Cook. "With

regard to Captain Clerke, they made no secret of

speaking of their scheme, tlie day after it was disco-

vered. But their first and grand plan of operations

was to lay hoiu of Captain Cook. It was his custom
to bathe, every evening, in fresh water ; in doing
which he frequently went alone, and always without
arms. As the inhabitants expected him to go, as usual,

on the evening of the 26th, they had determined at

that time to make him a prisoner. But he had thought
it prudent, after confining Oreo's family, to avoid put-
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ting himself in their power ; and had cautioned Caiv

tain Gierke, and the officers, not to venture themselves

far from the ships. In the course of the afternoon, the

chief asked Captain Cook, three several times, if he

would not go to the bathing-place ; and when he found,

at last, that the captain could not be prevailed upon,

he went off, with all his people. He was apprehen-

sive, without doubt, that the design was discovere<l;

though no suspicion of it was then entertained l)y our

commander, who imagined, that the natives were

seized with some sudden fright, from which, as usual,

they would quickly recover. On one occasion, Ca|>

tain Clerke and Mr. Gore were in particular danjijcr.

A part^ of the inhabitants, armed with clubs, advaiieed

against them ; and their safety was principally owiu:'

to Captain Gierke's walking with a pistol in his haud,

which he once fired. The discovery of the conspiracy,

especially so far as respected Captain Clerke and Mr.

Gore, was made by a girl, whom one of the officers had

brought from Huaheine. On this account, those who

were charged with the execution of the design were so

greatly offended with her, that they threatened to take

away her life, as soon as our navigators should leave

the island : but proper methods were pursued for her

security. It was a happy circumstance that the affair

was brought to light ; since such a scheme could not

have been carried into effect, without being, in its eon-

sequences, productive of much distress and calamity to

the natives.

Whilst Captain Cook was at Ulietea, he was visited

by his old friend Oreo, who, in the former voyages, was

. chief, or rather regent, of Huaheine. Notwithstand-

ing his now being, in some degree, reduced to the rank

of a private person, he still preserved his consequence;

never appeared without a numerous body of attendants;
]

and was always provided with such preser.ts, as indi-

cated his wealth, and were highly acceptable.

The last of the Society Islands to which our com-

mander sailed was Bolabola, where he arrived on the

8th of December. His chief view in passing over to

this island was tb procure from its monarch, Opoonv,
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an anclior which Monsieur de Bougainville had lost at

Uiaheitc, and which had been conveyed to JBolabola.

[t was not from a want of anchors that Captain Cook
was desirous of makinp; the purchase, but to convert

the iron of which it consisted into a fresh assortment of

tiadinn; articles, these beino; now very much exhausted.

The captain succeeded in his negotiation, and amply
rewarded Opoony for giving up tlie anchor.

Whilst our commander was at Bolabola, he received

an account of those military expeditions of the people

of this country, which he had heard much of in each of

his three voyages, and which had ended in the complete

conquest of Ulietea and Otaha. The Bolabola men in

consequence of these enterprises, were in the highest

reputation for their valour ; and, indeed, were deemed
so invincible, as to be the objects of terror to all the

neighbouring islands. It was an addition to their

fame, that their country was of such small extent, being

not more than eight leagues in compass, and not half

so large as Ulietea.

Captain Cook continued to the last his zeal for fur-

nishing the natives of the South Sea with useful ani-

mals. At Bolabola, where there was already a ram,

which had originally been left by the Spaniards at

Otaheite, he carried ashore an ewe, that had been

brought from the Cape of Good Hope ; and he rejoiced

in the prospect of laying a foundation, by this present,

for a breed of sheep in the island. He left also at

Ulietea, under the care of Oreo, an English boar and
sow, and two goats. It may, therefore, be regarded

as certain, that not only Otaheite, but all the neigh-

bouring islands, will, in a few years, have their race of

liogs considerably improved ; and it is probable, that

they will be stocked with all the valuable animals,

which have been transported thither by their European
visitors. When this shall be accomplished, no part of

the world will equal these islands, in the variety and
abundance of the refreshments which they will be able

to afford to navigators ; nor did the captain know any
place that excelled them, even in their present state.

It is an observation of great importance, that the

:tl
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future felicity of the inhabitants of Otalieito, and Hip

Society Islands, Avill not a little depend on their con-

tinuing to be visited from Europe. Our commander
could not avoid expressing it as his real opinion, that

it would have been far l)etter for these poor people,

never to have known our superiority in the acconiinf>-

dations and arts which render life comfortable, tlimi

after once knowing it, to be again left and abandoned

to their original incapacity of improvement. If tlic

intercourse between them and us should wholly K-

disc(uitinued, they cannot be restored to that happv

mediocrity, in which they lived before they were first

discovered. It seemed to Captain Cook, that it >va.s

become, in a manner, incumbent upon the Europeans

to visit these islands once in three or four vears, in

order to supply the natives with those convenienm
which we have introduced among them, and for whleli

we have given them a predilection. Perhaps tliev

may heavily feel the want of such occasional supplies,

when it may be too late, to go back to their old and

less perfect contrivances ; contrivances which tliev

now despise, and which they have discontinued since

the introduction of ours. It is, indeed, to be appre-

hended, that by the time that the iron tools, of which

they had become possessed, are worn out, they will

have almost lost the knov^Jedge of their own. In this

last voyage of our commander, a stone hatchet was as

rare a thing among the inhabitants as an iron one was

eight years before ; and a chisel of bone or stone was

not to be seen. Spike nails had succeeded in their

place ; and of spike nails the natives were weak enough

to imagine that they had gotten an inexhaustible store.

Of all our commodities, axes and hatchets remained

the most unrivalled ; and they must ever be held in

the highest estimation through the whole of the islands.

Iron tools are so strikingly useful, and are now become

so necessary to the comfortable existence of the inhabi-

tants, that, should they cease to receive supplies of

them, their situation, in consequence of their neither

possessing Mie materials, nor being trained up to tiie

art of fabricating tliein, would be rendered completely
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BiineraMc. It is impossible to reflect upon this repre-

LntatioQ of things without strong feelings of sympathy

and concern. Sincerely is it to be wished, that such

mav be the order of events, and such the intercourse

tarried on with the southern islanders, that, instead of

finally suffering by their acquaintance with us, they

niayrise to a higher state of civilization, and perma-
nintly enjoy blessings far superior to what they had

I
hirctofore known.
Amidst the various subordinate employments which

Irngaged the attention of Captain Cook and his asso-

ciates, the great objects of their duty were never for-

jotten. No opportunity was lost of making astrono-

mical and nautical observations; the cousetjuence of

I

which was, that the latitude and longitude of the places

uliere the ships anchored, the variations of the coin-

I

pitss, the dips of the needle, and the state of the tides,

hvcre ascertained with an accuracy that forms a valu-

able addition to philosophical science, and will be of

|niiii)t'nt service to future navigators.

Our commander was now going to take his final de-

Iparture from Otaheite and the Society Islands. Fre-

(|ii('ntly as they had been visited, it might have been
Imajyined, that their religious, political, and domestic

n'ljalatious, manners, and customs must, by this tinu?,

I

be thoroughly understood. A great accession of know-
Icdsi^e was undoubtedly gained in the present voyage

;

I

and vet it was confessed, both by Captain Cook and
Mr. Anderson, that their accounts of things were Still

I

imperfect in various resi>ects ; and that they continued

I

strangers to many of the most important institutions

which prevail among the natives. There was one part

of the character of several of these people, on which
the well regulated mind of the captain would not per-

niit him to enlarge. " Too much," says he, " seems to

liave been already kntiwn, and published in our former
relations, about some of the modes of life, that made
Otaheite so agreeable an abode to many on board our
siiips; and if I could now add any finishing strokes
to a picture, the outlines of which have been already
drawn with suflicient accuracy, I should still have M
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hesitated to make this journal the place for cxhibitinj

a view of licentious manners, which could only s€r\f
|

to disgust those for whose information I write.'^

From Mr. Anderson's account of the Otahcitans, it|

appears, that their relij^ious system is extensive, ami,

in various instances, singular. They do not seem ini

pay respect to one God as possessing preeminence, Imt

believe in a plurality of divinities, all of whom arel

supposed to be \cry powerful. In different parts nf

I

the island, and in the neighbouring islands, the inliali

tants choose those deities for the objects of their \vor-|

ship, who, they think, are most likely to protect tlicin,

and to supply all their wants. If, however, they arel

disappointed in their expectations, they deem it no

impiety to change their di\ inity, by liaA ing recourse lo|

another, whom they hope to find more propitious ami

successful. In general, their notions concerning Deit?|

are extravagantly absurd. With regard to the soul,

they believe it, according to Mr. Anderson, to he both

immaterial and immortal; but he acknowledges, that

they are far from entertaining those sublime expecta-

tions of future happiness which the Christian re\ elation

affords, and which even reason alone, duly exercised,

might teach us to expect.

Although seventeen months had elapsed since Ca|>-|

tain Cook's departure from England, during wliich

time he had not, upon the whole, been unprolitably

employed, he was sensible that, with respect to tlie

principal object of his instructions, it was now oiily|

the commencement of his voyage ; and that, therefore,

his attention was to be called anew to every cireiiin-j

stance which might contribute towards the safety of

his people, and the ultimate success of the expedition.

Accordingly, he had examined into the state of tlie

provisions, whilst he was at the Society Islands, and,

as soon as he had left them, and had gotten beyond the]

extent of his former discoveries, he ordered a survey

to be taken of all the boatswain's and carpenter's stores

i

which were in the ships, that he might be fully informed

of their quantity and condition; and, by that means,

|

know how to use them.to the greatest advantage.
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It was on the 8th of December, the verv dav on

ffhicli he had touched there, that our commander sailed

Inmi Holabola. In the ni^ht between the 22d and

23(1, he crossed the line, in the longitude of 203° 15'

,ast; and on tlie 24th land was discovered, which was

louiid to be one of tliose low uninhabited islands, that

arc so frer|uent in this ocean. Here our vovagers

were successful in catchins^ a larp^e quantity of turtle,

wliicli supplied them with an ajj^reealde refreshment

;

ami licre, on the 28th, an eclipse of the sun was ob-

served by Mr. Bayly, Mr. Kinii^, and Captain Cook. On
account of the season of the year, the captain called

tlie land where he now was, and which he judired to

he about lifteen or twenty lea«j^ues in circumference,

Christmas Island. By his order, several cocoanuts

and yams were planted, and some melon seeds sown in

liroper 'places j and a bottle was left, containing this

inscription :

Geoi'gins Tertiiis, Rex\ 31 Decembris, IT 77.

Y .
(Resolution, Jac. Cook, Pr.

\Discovery, Car. Clerhe, Pr.

On the 2d of January, 1778, the .ships resumed their

course to the northward, and thout^h several evidences

occurred of the vicinity of land, none was discovered

till the 18th, when an island made its appearance,

l)carin<>; north-east by east. Soon after, more land was
seen, lying towards the north, and entirely detached
from the former. The succeeding day was distin-

guished by the discovery of a third island, in the direc-

tiou of west-north-west, and as far distant as the eve
could reach. In steering towards the second island,

our voyagers had some doubt whether the land before

tliein was inhabited ; but this matter was speedily

cleared up, by the putting ofl'of some canoes from the
sliore, containing from three to six men each. Upon
tlieir approach, the English were agreeably surprised
to find, that they spoke the language of Otaheite, and
of the other countries which had lately been visited.

These people were at first fearful of going on board
;

hi when, on the 20th, some of tliem took courage.

1
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and ventured to do it, they expressed an astonishment,

on enterinpf the ship, which Captain Cook had nrur

experienced in the natives of any place, durini; tin

whole course of his several vovajjfes. Their eves con-

tinually flew from object to ohJL'ct ; and, by tlie wild.

ness of their looks and gestures, they fully inaiiitcstdl

their entire ijj^norance with relation to every tliin^r

they saw, and strongly marked to our navigators, that,

till this time, they had never been visited by Euro-

l>eans, or been a(M|uainted with any of our coiniiKMli-

ties, excepting iron. Even with respect to iron, it was

evident that they had only heard of it, or at most, liad

known it in some small quantity, brought to tlicin at a

distant period; for all they understood conccrniiifr jt

was, that it was a substance much better adapted tu

the purposes of cutting, or. boring of holes, than any

thing their own country produced. Their ceremonits

on entering the sliij), their gestures and motions, and

their manner of singing, w^ere similar to those wliiih

our voyagers had been accustomed to see in the places

lately visited. There was, likewise, a farther circum-

stance in which these people perfectly resembled tlie

other islanders : and that was, in their endeavourin;'

to steal whatever came within their reach ; or ratlifr

to take it openly, as what would either not be resented,

or not hindered. The English soon convinced tlitm

of their mistake, by keeping such a watchful eye ovtr

them, that they afterwards were obliged to be less

active in appropriating to themselves every object that

struck upon their fancy, and excited the desire of pos-

session.

One order given by Captain Cook at this island was,

that none of the boats' crews should be permitted to no

on shore ; the reason of which was, that he might do

every thing in his power to prevent the importation of

a fatal disease, which unhappily had already been com-

municated in other places. V/ith the same view, lie

directed that all female visitors should be excluded

from the ships. Another necessary precaution, taken

by the captain, was a strict injunction, that no person

known to be capable of propagating disorder should be
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wnt n|»on duty out of the vessels. Thus zealous was

the iiumanit}' of our coinmaiidor, to prcvutit an irrc>

parable injury from being done to the natives. There

are men who glory in their sliame, and who do not care

how much evil they communicate. Of this there was
an instance at I'ongatahoo, in the gunner of the Dis-

covery, who had hctMi stationed on shore to manage
the trade for that ship; and wiio, though he \\i\s well

ai(|uainted with his own situation, continued to ha^e
ronuexions with different women. His companions ex-

jHistulated with him without effect, till Captain Clerke,

hearing of the dangerous irregularity of his conduct,

ordered him on board. If I knew the rascal's name, I

wonid hang it up, as far as lies in my power, to ever-

lasting infamy.

Mr. W Uiamson being sent with the boats to search

for water, and attempting to land, the inhabitants came
down in such numbers, and were so violent in their

tiideavours to seize upon the oars, muskets, and, in

sliiirt, every thing they could lay hold of, that he was
obliged to fire, by which one man was killed. I'liis

iiiiliaj)|)y circumstance was not known to Captain Cook
till after he had left the island ; so that all his mea-
sures were directed as if nothing of the kind had
happened.

When the ships were brought to an anchor, our com-
mander went on shore ; and, at the very instant of iiis

doing it, the collected body of the natives all fell flat

upon their faces, and continued in that humble posture,

till, by expressive signs, he prevailed upon them to

rise. Other ceremonies followed ; and the next day a
trade was set on foot" for hogs and potatoes, which the

people of the island gave in exchange for nails and
pieces of iron, formed into something like chisels.

So far was any obstruction from being met with in

watering, that, on the contrary, the inhabitants assisted

our men in rolling the casks to and from the pool ; and
readily performed whatever was required.

Affairs thus going on to the captain's satisfaction, he
Diade an excursion into the country, accompanied by
31r. Anderson and Mr. Webber, tlie former of whom
VOL. 11. I
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flesh is here as much relished, amidst plenty, as it ia

in New Zealand. From a desire of benefiting these

people, by furnishino^ them with additional articles of

food, the ' aptain left them a ram <^oat and two ewes, a

boar and sow pig^ of the English breed, and the seeds

of ineUms, pum]>kins, and onions. These benevolent

|»resriits would have been made to Atooi, the lar<::or

island, had not our navigators been unexpectedly driven

from it by stress of weather. Though the soil of Onee-
lieow seemed in general poor, it was obseryable, that

(he ground was covered with shrubs and plants, some
of which perfumed the air with a more delicious fra

^Tancy than what Captain Cook had met with at any
other of the countries that had been visited by him in

this part of the world.

It is a curious circumstance, with regard to the

islands in the Pacific Ocean which the late European
\oyages have added to the geography of the globe,

that they have generally been found to lie in groups,

or clusters. The single intermf^diate islands, whicli

have as yet been discovered, are few in proportion to

the others ; though there are probably many more of

them that are still unknown, and may serve as steps,

liy which the several clusters are in some degree, con-

nected together. Of tlu archipelago now first visited,

there were five only with which our commander be-

came at this time acquainted. The names of these, as

^iven by the natives;, were Woahoo, Atooi, Oneeheow,
Oreehoua, and Tahoora. To the whole group Cap-
tain Cook gave the apjiellr.tion of Sandwich Islands,

in honour of his great fri(md and patron, the Earl of

Sandwich.

Concerning the island of Atooi, which is the largest

of the five, and whicli was the principal scene of the

captain's operations, he collected, in conjunction with
Mr. Anderson, a considerable degree of information.

The land, as to its general appearance, does not in the

least resemble any of the islands that our voyagers had
hitherto visited* within the tropic, on the south side of
the ecjuator ; excepting so far as regards its hills near
the centre, which slope gently towards the sea. Hogs,

'^.n
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dogs, and fowls, were the only tame or domestic ani-

mals that were here found ; and these were of the sam«'

kind with those which exist in the countries of the

South Pacific Ocean, Among the inhabitants (who
are of a middle stature, and firmly made), there is a

more remarkable equality in the size, colour, and tij^ure

of both sexes, than our commander had obser\L'(l in

most other places. They ap|)eared to be blessed with a

frank and cheerful disposition ; and, in Captain Cook's

opinion, they are equally free from the fickle icvitv

which distinguishes the natives of Otaheite, and the

sedate cast discernible amongst many of those at Ton-

gataboo. It is a very pleasing circumstance in their

character, that they pay a particular attention to tlioir

women, and readily lend assistance to their wives in

the tender oftices of maternal du{y. On all occasions,

they seemed to be deeply impressed with a conscious-

ness of their own inferiority; being alike strangers to

the preposterous pride of the more polished Jai»ancs«',

and of the ruder GreCnlander. Contrary to the general

practice of the countries that had hitherto been dis(;o-

vered in the Pacific Ocean, the people of the Sanduieh

Islands have not their ears perforated ; nor have they

the least idea of wearing ornaments in them, thuu((h,

in other respects, they are suificiently fond of adorniiii;

their persons. In every thing manufactured by tlieui,

there is an uncommon degree of neatness and in^^e-

nuity ; and the elegant form and polish of some of their

fishing-hooks could not be exceeded by any Europeiiii

artist, even if he should add all his knowledge ii

design to the number and convenience of his tools.

From what was seen of their agriculture, suflicieiil

proofs were atforded, that they are not novices in tlial

art ; and that the quantity and goodness of their vege-

table productions may as much be attributed to skill'iil

culture, as to natural fertility of soil. Amidst all the

resemblances betweoi the natives of Atooi, and those

of Otaheite, the coincidence of their languages was

the most striking; being almost word for word the

same. Had the Sandwich Islands been discovered l»y

the Spaniards, at an early period, they would uridouht-
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cdly have taken advaiita|]^c of so excellent a situation,

and have made use of them as refreshing places for

llieir ships, which sail annually from Acapulca for Ma-
nilla. Happy, too, would it have been for Lord Anson,

it he had known that there existed a group of islands,

half way between America and Tinian, where all his

Avants could effectually have been supplied, and the

different hardships to which he was exposed have been

avoided.

On the second of February, our navigators pursued

their course to the northward, in doing which the inci-

dents they met with were almost entirely of a nautical

kind. The long looked for coast of New Albion was
seen on the 7th of March, the ships being then in the

latitude of 44° 33' north, and in the longitude of 235o

20' east.* As the vessels ranged along tlie west side of

America, Captain Cook gave names to several capes

and headlands which appeared in sight. At length, on

the 29th, the captain came to an anchor at an inlet,

where the appearance of the countiy differed much
from what had been seen before ; being full of nioun-

tiiliis, the summits of which were covered with snow

;

while the vallevs between them, and the grounds on
th»! seacoast, high as well as low, were; covered, to a
considerable breadth, with high, straight trees, which
formed a beautiful prospect, as of one vast forest. It

was immediately found, that the coast was inhabited
;

and there soon came off to the Resolution three canoes,

containing eighteen of the natives ; who could not,

however, be prevailed upon to venture themselves on
hoard. Notwithstanding this, they displayed a peac«i-

able disposition ; showed great readiness to part with
any thing they had, in exchange for what wi;s offered

them ; and expressed a stronger desire for iron tl-an

for any other of our commercial articles, appearing to

he perfectly acquainted with the use of that metal.

From these favourable circumstances, our voyagers had
reason to hope, that they should liud this a comfortable
station to supply all their wants, and to make them
for'i^et the hanlships and delays which they had expe-
rienced during a constant succession of adverse winds,
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and boisterous weather, almost ever since their arrival

upon the coast of America.
The ships having happily found an excellent inlet,

the coasts of which appeared to be inhabited bv a raif;

of people who were disposed to maintain a friendlv

intercourse with strangers, Captain Cook's first object

was to seanih for a commodious harbour ; and he liad

little trouble in discovering what he wanted. A trade

having immediately commenced, the articles which the

inhabitants oftered for sale were the skins of various

animals, such as bears, wolves, foxes, deer, rackoons,

polecats, martins ; and, in particular, of the sea-otters.

To these were added, besides the skins in their native

shape, garments made of them ; another sort of cloth-

ing, formed from the bark of a tree ; and various dif-

ferent [)ieces of workmanship. But of all the articles

brought to market, the most extraordinary were human

skulls, and hands not yet quite stripped of their tiesh;

some of which Jiad evi<lent marks of their having been

U|)on the fire. The things, which the natives took in

exchange for their commodities, were knives, chisels,

pieces of iron and tin, nails, looking-glasses, buttons,

or any kind of metal. Glass beads did not strike their

imaginations ; and cloth of every sort they rejected.

Though commerce, in general, was carried on with

mutual honesty, there were some among these people

who were as much inclined to thievery as the islanders

in the Southern Ocean. They were, at the same time,

far more dangerous thieves ; for, possessing sharp iron

instruments, they could cut a hook from a tackle, or

any other pie(!e of iron from a rope, the moment that

the backs of the English were turned. The dexterity

with which they conducted their operations of this

nature, frecjuently eluded the most cautious vigilanee.

Some slighter instances of deception, in the way ot

trartic. Captain Cook thought it better to bear with,

than to make them the foundation of a quarrel ; and to

this he was the rather determined, as the English arti-

cles were now reduced to objects of a trifling nature.

In the progress of the commerce, the natives would

deal for nothing but metal ; and, at length, brass was
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<)»»'agerlv soiiglit for, in lu'efemiee to iron, that, bd'orri

(Hir iiaviu^ators (|uittetl the place, scarcely a hit of it

was left in the ships, excepting what l>elonget! to the

necessary instruments. \N hole, suits of clothes were

stripped of every button ; bureaus were deprived of

tlu'ir furniture ; copper kettles, tin canisters, candle-

>ti(ks, and whatever of the like kind could be found,

all went to wreck ; so that these Americans became
possessors of a greater medley and \ariety of things

from our people, than any other nation that had been

\isited in the course of the voyage.

Of all the uncivilized tribes which our commander
had met with in his several navigations, he never found

aiiv who had such stri(;t notions of their havins: a rii<:ht

to the exclusive property of e^ ery thing which their

country produces, as the inhabitants of the sound
wliere he was now stationed. At first, they wanted to

lie paid for the wood aiul water that were carried on
hoard ; and had the captain been upon the spot, when
these demands were made, he would certainly have
lornplled with them : but the workmen, in his absence,

iiiauitaiiicd a dift'erent opinion, and refused to submit

to any such claims. When some grass, w hich appeared
to hv of no use to the natives, was wanted to be cut, as

food for the few goats and sheep which still remained
on board, they insisted that it should be purchased,

and were very unreasonable in their terms; notwith-

standing which Captain Cook consented to gratify them,
fLs far as he was able. It was alwavs a sacred rule with
him, never to take any of the properly of the [)eople

whom he visited, without making them an ample com-
pensation.

The grand operation of our navigators, in their pre-

sent station, was to put the ships into a complete repair

lor the prosecution of the expedition. W hile this busi-

ness was carrying on, our commander took the oppor-

tunity of examining every part of the sound ; in the

course of which he gained a farther knowledge of the

inlifibitants, who, in general, received him with great

civility. In one instance he nu!t with a surly chief,

who could not be softened with presents, though he

1
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con(lescond<'(l to accept of them. The females of tin

pisice over which he presided showed a more agrctaljlt.

disposition ; for sojjk; of the }Oun^ women cxpHli-

tiously dressed thfMnselves in their best appaiel, and,

assemhlini; in a body, welcomed the English to their

Tillage, by joinins^ in a song;, which was far from heiii"

liarsh or disaii^reeable. On another occasion, the cap-

tain was entertained with singing^. Being visited l>v a

number of strangers, on the 22d of April, as tlicv ml-

lanced towards the ships, they all stood up in their

canoes, and began to sing. Some of their songs, in

which the whole body joined, were in a slow, ami

others in a quicker time ; and their notes were arcoiii-

I)anied with the most regular motions of their hands;

or with beating in concert, with their paddles, on tlic

sides of their canoes ; to which were added other very

expressive gestures. At the end of each song, thov

continued silent for a few moments, and then bco^aii

again, sometimes pronouncing the word Hooee! forci-

bly as a chorus.

Among the natives of the country, there was one

chief who attached himself to our commander in a

particular manner. Captain Cook having, at partins;,

bestowed upon him a small present, received, in return,

a beaver skin, of much greater value. This called upon

the captain to make some addition to his present, with

which the chief was so much pleased, that he insisted

on our commander's acceptance of the beaver-skin

cloak which he then wore ; and of which he was jmr-

ticularly fond. Admiring this instance of generosity,

and desirous that he should not suffer by his friendship,

the captain gave him a new broad sword, with a brass

hilt; the possession of which rendered him completely

Jjappy.

On Captain Cook's first arrival in this inlet, he luid

honoured it with the name of King George's Sound

;

but he afterwards found that it is called Ts'ootka by the

natives. During his stay in the place, he displayed

his usual sagacity and diligence, in conjunction with

Mr. Anderson, in c<dlecting every thing that could bo

learned concerning the neighbouring country and its
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i,ilial)itaiit8 ; and the account is intrrrsting, as it ev
Iiil)its a picture of productions, people, and manners

verv diflcrent from what had occurred in the Southern

Ocean. I can only, as on former occasions, slis^litly

advert to a few of the more leading circumstances.

Tlio climate, so far as our navigators had experience

()l it, Avas found to be in an eminent degree milder

(lian that on the east coast of Amerira, in the same
iiarallcl of latitude : and it was remarkable, t*iat the

tlierinomcter, even in the night, never fell lower than

\'i°; while in the day it frequently rose to 6D°. \\ ith

refjard to trees, those of which tlie woods are chiefly

(omposed, are tlie Canadian pine, the white cypress,

ami the wild pine, with two or three ditrerent sorts of

pine that are less common. In the other vegetable

productions there a])peared but little variety : but it is

t(i be considered, that, at so early a season, several

Dii;^lit not yet have sprung up ; and that many more
niiijlit be concealed from our voyagers, in consequence

(lithe narrow spliere of their researches. Of the land

animals, the most common were bears, deers, foxes,

and wolves. The sea animals, which were seen off the

(uast, were whales, porpoises, and seals. Birds, in

ifeneral, are not only rare as to the different species,

|jut \ery scarce as to numbers ; and the few which are

to he met with are so shy, that, in all probability, they

are continually harassed by the natives ; either to eat

tliem as food, or to get possession of their feathers,

which are used as ornaments. Fish are more plentiful

in quantity than birds, but were not found in any great

variety; and yet, from several circumstances) there

was reason to believe, that the variety is considerably

increased at certain seasons. The only animals that

were observed of the reptile kind were snakes and
water-lizards ; but the insect tribe seemed to be more
numerous.

With respect to the inhabitants of the country, their

persons are generally under the common stature ; but
not slender in proportion, being usually pretty full or
I'lump, though without being muscular. From their

liilnging to sale human skulls and bones, it may justly

''I
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be inferrod, that lliey treat their enemies with a <loff|(.(.

of brutal eruelty ; notwithstaiulin^' -vhicli, it docs ii(,f

follow, that they are to be reproaehed with any tliart'c

of peculiar inhumanity : for the circumstance now nicii-

tioned only marks a j^eneral a«^reemeiit of character

with that of almost every tribe of uncivilized men, in

every aj^e, and in every part of the ji^lobe. Our na\i-

^ators had no reason to complain of the Hisposilion of I

the natives, who appeared to be a docile, courteous,

goodnatured people ; rather phleij^matic in the usual

cast of their tempers, but quick in resentinji; what tin v

apprehend to be an injury, and easily permittin^j; tlitir

an«>^er to subside. Their other passions, and espt'cially

their curiosity, seemed to lie in some measure dur-

mant ; one cause of which may be found in the indo-

bince that, for the most part, is prevalent ainoiiifst

them. The chief employments of the men are those of

fishing, and of killing land or sea animals, for tiie sus-

tenance of their families; while the women are occu-

pied in manufacturing their flaxen or woollen garments,

or in other domestic oflices. It must be mentioned to

their honour, that the}'^ were always properly clothed,
I

and behaved with the utmost decorum
;
justly deservinij

all commendation, for a bashfulness and modesty be-

coming their sex : and this was the more meritorious I

in them, as the male inhabitants discovered no sense of]

shame. In their manufactures and mechanic arts, these

people have arrived to a greater degree of extent and

ingenuity, both wdth regard to the design and the exe-

cution, than could have been expected from their na-

tural disposition, and the little progress to which they

have arrived in general civilization. Their dexterity,

in particular, with respect to works of wood, must

principally be ascribed to the assistance they rccei>e

from iron tools, which are in universal use amongst

them, and in the application of which they are very

dexterous. Whence they have derived their knowledge

of iron was a matter of speculation with Captain Cook.

The most probable opinion is, that this and other metals

may have been introduced by Avay of Hudson's Bay and

Canada, and thus successively have been conveyed
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Lross the continent, from tribe to tribe. Nor is it

hiirtasonHl)!e to suppose, that these metals may some-

tiiiit's he l)rou^ht, in the same manner, from the north-

Ltstern parts of Mexico*. The language of Nootka is

(n no means harsh or disaj^rceable ; for it abounds,

|iiix)ii the whole, rather with what may be caihMl labial

iiiil dental, than with guttural sounds. A large voca-

Idiilarv of it was collected by Mr. Anderson.

Uliilst Captain Cook was at Nootka Sound, great

jattcntion was paid by him, as usual, to astronomical

and nautical subjects. The observations which he had

111 opportunity of making were, indeed, so numerous,

Litof'orm a very considerable addition to geographical

laiiil pliiiosophical science.

On file 2Cth, the repairs of the ships having been

iinnipletcd, every thing was ready for the captain's

(Iqtartiire. "When, in the afternoon of that day, the

ussels were upon the point of sailing, the mercury in

llie barometer fell unusually low ; and there was ev ery

oilier presage of an approaching storm, which might
nHsoitably be expected to come from the southward.

I This circumstance induced our commander in some
Jcsfrte to hesitate, and especially as night was at hand,

Kvlietlier he should venture to sail, or wait till the next

morning. But his anxious impatience to proceed upon
llie voyage, and the fear of losing the present oppor-

Itiiiiity of getting out of the sound, ma<le a greater

tiprcssion upon his mind, than any apprehension of

I

iniincdiate danger. He determined, therefore, to put
to sea at all e\ ents ; and accordingly carried his design

into execution that evening. He was not deceived in

liis expectations of a storm. Scarcely were the vessels

out of the sound before the wind increased to a strong

kale, with squalls and rain, atreompanied by so dark a

jsky, that the length of the ships could not be seen,

* Two silver spoons, of a constrnction similar to what may
L'ometimes be seen in Flemisli pictnres of still life, were pro-
ciiied here by Mr. Gore, who bought them from a native,

Ittho wore them, tied together with a leathern thong, as an
lomamont round his neck, Mr. Gore g:ive the spoons to Sir
Juit'pli B:ink^.

,j'#
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Happily llio wind took a diivction that blew our ria\i-|

gators iVoin the coast; and thou<i^ii, on the 27tli, \h,-

tempest rose to a perfect hurrieane, and the Rcsolutiuni

sprang a leak, no material damui^e ensued.

In the prosecution of the vo\as;e to the norlh, ami

back airain to the Sandwich Jslands, the facts that I

occurred were chiefly of a nautical kind. jMimilcK

to record these is not the purpose of the |)rcs<'iii|

work, and indeed would extend it to an unrcasonalilcl

lenijth.

From this loniif and imywrtant navipiation, I cani

only select some few incidents, that may he accoinino-

dated to the taste and expectations of the generality of

readers.

One things it is not improper here to observe ; wIi'h li

is, that the captain, in his passaij^r alon|^ the coast o

America, kept at a distance from that <'oast, wlK.ncveri

the wind blew stron<]^ly upon it, and sail<>d on till Ik

could approach it again with safety. Hence several

i

great gaps were left unexplored, and ])articularly be-

tween the latitudes of 50° and 55°. The exact sitna-

lion, for instance, of the supposed Straits of AnianwaJ

not ascertained. Every one who is acquainted willi

the character of our commander will be sensible, tliat|

if he had lived to return again to the north in 1779, lit:

would have endeavoured to explore the partswliiclij

had been left unexamined.
The first place at which Captain Cook landed, after I

his departure from Nootka Sound, was at an island, of

eleven or twelve leagues in length, the south-west point

of which lies in the latitude of 51]° 49' north, and the

longitude of 21G° 58' east. Here, on the 11th of May.

at the foot of a tree, on a little eminence not far from

the shore, he left a bottle, with a paper in it, on wliicli

were inscribed the names of the ships, and the date of

the discovery. Together ^vith the bottle, he enclosed

two silver twopenny pieces of his majesty's coin,

which had been struck in 1772. These, with many

others, had been given him by the Reverend Dr. Kayo,

the present Dean of Lincoln ; and our commander, as

a mark of his esteem and regard for that learned ami
j
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|r,><i|)coiablo jii^cntlcman, iiainud the island, after hliii,

I
Kau>'s Island.

At an inlet, wh(?re the ships came to an anchor, on

lihe ritli, and to which Captain Cook ^ave the appella-

linii of Prince William's Sound, he had an opportunity

Inoi only of stopping the leak which the Resolution had

!.nriiii,i( in the late storm, and of prosecuting his nauti-

[cal and geograpiiical discoveries, hut of making con-

Liderahic additions to his knowledge of the inhabitants

lul'tlie American coast. From every observation which

Iwasinade concerning the persons of the natives of this

prt of the coast, it api)(;ared, that they had a striking

Irfscmhlance to those of the Esquimaux and Green-

Mers. Their canoes, th<;ir weapons, and their instru-

mt'iits for (ishing and hunting, are likewise exactly the
.

Lame, in point of materials and construction, that are

\\m\ in Greenland. The animals in the neighbourhood

of Prince William's Sound are, in general, similar to

tliose which are found at Nootka. Oni": of the most
kautirul skins here olFered to sale, was, however, that

1^1 a small animal, which seemed to be peculiar to the

place. Mr. Anderson was inclined to think that it is

Itlie atiinial which is described by Mr. Pennant, under
llif! name of the cusau marmot. Among the birds seen

ill this country, were the white-headed eagle ; the shag;

iiid the aicedo, or great king-lisher, the colours of

I

which were very tine and bright. The humming-bird,
also, came frequently and flew about the ship, while at

aiiciiqr ; but it can scarcely be supposed, that it can be
able to subsist here during the severity of winter.

Waterfowl, upon tlie whole, are in considerable plenty
;

laiitl there is a species of diver, about the size of a

rlridge, which seems peculiar to the place. Torsk
laud halibut were almost the only kinds of fish that

wire obtained by our voyagers. Vegetables, of any

I

sort, were few in number; and the trees were chielly

le Canadian and spruce pine, some of which were of

I

a considerable height and thickness. The beads and
iron, that were found among the people of the coast,

must undoubtedly have been derived from some civi-

lized nation; and yet there was ample reason to be-

4 i
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licvc, that onr English iiavi^atorK were tlir first Kiiroi

peaiis with whom the iiativos had ever held a (lii,.,|

commnnicatioii. From what (|uarter, then, hnd tlm

gotten our manufactures? Most |)rohal»ly, throu^ri,
11,^

intervention of the more inland tribes, from Iludsoi

Bay, or the settlements on the Canadian lakes. TliiJ

indee»l, must certainly have been tin; ease, if iron wJ
known, amon(rst the inhabitants of tliis part ol' tin

American coast, ])rior to the discovery of it l>v tlita

Russians, and before there was any trallie witli ilitn]

carried on from Kamtschatka. From what was si 'J

of Prince William's Sound, Captain Cook jiidnvd \\J

it occupied, at least, a den^ree and a half of latltiulc, nii|

two of longitude, exelnsi\ely of the arms or braiiclKs]

the extent of which is not known.
Some days after leavinj^ this sound, our navi<j;ainr

came to an inlet, from which <^reat things wen; r\J

})ected. Hopes were stron<r|y entertained, that it woiildj

)e found to communicate either with the sea t(» tin

north, or with Badin's or Hudson's Bay to the castj

and accordin^^ly it became the object of very acriiiHtiJ

and serious examination. The captain was soon |i(r{

suaded ihat the expectations formed from it wcrJ

groundless ; notwithstanding which, he persisted iii|

the search of a passage, more, indeed, to satisfy otliti

people, than to confirm his own opinion. In eonsc-

quence of a complete investigation of the inlet, iiidu!ii-|

table marks occurred of its being a river. TliisrivcrJ

without seeing the least appearance of its source, wasj

traced by our voyagers, as high as the latitude ulj

61° 34', and the longitude of 210", being seveiihj

leagues from its entrance. During the course of tlicl

navigation, on the 1st o\ June, Lieutenant King wasl

ordered on shore, to display the royal flag, and to take

possession of the country in his majesty's name. Tlicf

lieutenant, at the same time, buried in the ground al

bottle, containing some pieces of English coin, of tiitj

year 1772, and a paper, on which the names of tluf

ships were inscribed, and the date of the present dis-

covery. The great river now discovennl, promises tol

vie with the most considerable ones already known
;|
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and, by itself and its branches, lies open to a very e\-

i.iisive inland coininunieation. If, therefore, tin; know-
|,.,|;r(> of it should he of future ser\iee, the time which

„ass|)cnt in exploring it ouji^ht the less to he rc;jfretted.

But to Captain Cook, who had a much "greater object

in view, the delay that was hence occasioned was a real

liiss, JH'cause the season was advancin*"^ a|)ace. ft was,

(lovvovcr, a satisfaction to him to reflect, that if he had

iiiil examined this ver^ considerahlo iidet, it would

lia\e heen assumed, b^ speculati\e fabricators of \rvA)-

;;ra|iliy, as a fact, that there was a passa«i^e throu<;h it

to tlie. North Sea, or to Baflin's, or Hudson's Jiay.

l\rlia|)S, too, it would have been marked, on future

maps of the world, with greater precision, and more
(crtain signs of reality, than the invisible, because inia-

jiiiary, Straits of de Fuca and de Fonte. In descTibing

the inlet, our commander had left a blank which was
not filled up with any particular name ; and, therefore,

tlie Earl of Sandwich directed, with the greatest pro-

priety, that it should be called Cook's River.

All the natives who were met with, during the exa-

iniuation of this river, appeared, from every mark of

resemblance, to be of the same nation with the inhabi-

tants of Prince William's Sound ; but from the people

lol'Nootka, or King George's Sound, they essentially

(lifl'cred, both in their persons and their laniruage.

The only things which were seen among them, that

were not of their own manufacture, were a few glass

kails, the iron points of their spears, and knives of

I

tlie same metal. Whencesoever these articles might be
derived, it was evident, that they had never had any

I iiiimerliate intercourse with the Russians ; since, if that

liad been the case, our voyagers would scarcely have
found them clothed in such valuable skins as those of

tlie sea-otter. A very beneficial fur-trade might un-

doubtedly be carried on with the inhabitants of this

|\astcoast. But, without a practicable northern pas-

sasje, the situation is too remote to render it probable,

that Great Britain should hence ever derive any ma-
terial advantage; though it is impossible to say with

certainty, how far the s[>irit of commerce, for which

It
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the English nation is so eminently distinguished, mnv
extend. The most valuable, or rather tho onlv valu-

able skins, which Captain Cook saw on the west side

of America, were those of the sea-otter ; for as to the

skins of all the other animals of the country, and espe-

cially of the foxes and martins, they seemed to be of an

inferior quality.

It was on the 6th of June that our navigators got

clear of Cook's River. Proceeding in the couivc iif

their discoveries, when they were sailing, on the 19lh,

amidst^ the group of islands, which were called, hy

Beering, Schumagin's Islands, Captain Clerke fireil

three guns, and brought to, expressing by the proixr

signals, that he wished to speak with Captain Cook.

At this our commander was not a little alarmed; and,

as no apparent danger had been remarked in the pas-

sage through the chaniicl where the vessels now were,

it was apprehended, that some accident, such as sprlnjf-

ing a leak, must have happened. On Captain Clerke

s

coming on board the Resolution, he related that several

of the natives had followed his ship ; that one of them

had made many signs, taking off his cap, and bowin;,'

after the manner of Europeans ; and that, at length, he

had fastened to a rope, which was handed do^vn to him,

a small thin wooden case or box. Having delivertd

his parcel safe, and spoken something, accompanied

with more signs, the canoes dropped astern, and iel't

the Discovery. On opening the box, a piece of paper

was found, folded up carefully, upon which somethinaf

was written, that was reasonably supposed to be in tlie

Russian language. To the paper was prefixed the date

1778, and in the body of the note there was a reference

to the year 1776. Although no person on board was

learned enough to aecipher the alphabet of the writer,

his numerals suificiently marked, that others had pre-

ceded our voyagers in visiting this dreary part of the

globe ; and the prospect of scon meeting with men,

who were united to them in ties somewhat closer than

those of our common nature, and who were not

strangers to the arts and commerce of civilized life,

could -ut but aftbrd a sensible satisfaction to peop»it'
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^ho, for such a len^h of lime, had been conversant

with the savages of the Pacific Ocean, and of the

jforth American continent. Captain Gierke was, at

lii^t, of opinion that some Russians had heen ship-

wrecked ; but no such idea occurred to Captain Cook.

He rather thought, that the paper contained a note of

ioforination, left by some Russian traders, to be " de-

livered to tlie next of their countrymen who should

arrive ; and that the natives, seeing the English pass,

and supposing them to be Russians, had resolved to

briiisj off the note. Accordingly, our commander pur-

sued his voyage, without inquiring farther into tlie

Diatter.

Go the 21st, amongst some hills, on the main land,

tliat towered above the clouds to a most amazing

lieight, one was discovered to have a volcano, which
continually threw up vast columns of black smoke. Jt

(loth not stand far from the coast; and it lies in the

latitude of 54° 48', and the longitude of 195o 45'. This

mountain was rendered remarkable by its figure, which
is a complete cone, and the volcano is at the very sum-
mit. W hile, in the afternoon of the same day, during

a calm of three hours, the English were fishing with

great success for halibuts, a small canoe, conducted by
cue man, came to them from an island in the neigh-

bourhood. On approaching the sliip, he took off his

cap, and bowed, as the native had done, who had visited

tlic Discovery a day or two before. From the acquired

politeness of these people, as well as from the note

already mentioned, it was e^. ident that the Russians

must have a communication and trafiic with them ; and
of this a fresh proof occurred in the present visiter

;

for he wore a pair of green cloth breeches, and a jacket

if black cloth, or stuff, under the gut-shirt or frock of
liis own country.

In the prosecution oi the voyage, on the 26th, there

wf5 so th'ck a fog, that our navigators could not see a
hundred yurds before them ; notwithstanding which,
as the weather was m )derate, the captain did not inter-

niit his course. At length, however, being alarmed at

the sound of breakers on one side of the ship, he imme-
VOL, II, K
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<liat<;ly broiij^lit her to, and came to an anchor; and

tlie Discovery, by his order, did the same. A lew hours

after, the foj^ having in some degree cleared awav, it

appeared, that both the vessels had escaped a utv
imminent danger. Providence, in the dark, had cnii-

ducted them between rocks which our conniiandcr i

would not have ventured to pass through in a ckar
I

day, and had conveyed them to an anchoring place, asj

good as he could possibly have fixed upon, had tlicj

<',lioice been entirely at his option.

On the 27th, our voyagers reached an island, that is I

known by the name of Oonalashka; the inhabitants on

which behaved with a degree of politeness uncoinnion

to savage tribes. A young man, who had overset liisi

canoe, being obliged by this accident to come on hoard

the ship, went down into Captain Cook's cabin, ii|)(iii|

the first invitation, without expressing the least reluc

tance or uneasiness. His own clothes being wet, the

captain gave him others, in which he dressed himself

with as much ease as anv Englishman could have (lone,

From the beha- iour of this youth, and that of some dl"

the rest of the natives, it was evident, that these p(M»-j

pie were no strangers to Europeans, and to several (

their customs. There was something, however, ir

Eng'ish ships, that greatly excited their attention; fori

such as could not come off in canoes, assembled on tlu'

neighbouring hills to look at them. In one instance
|

it was apparent, that the inhabitants were so far from
i

having made any progress in politeness, that they ere

still immersed in the most savage manners. For as our I

commander was walking along the shore, on the 29tli,|

he met with a group of them, of both sexes, who were

seated on the grass, at a repast, consisting of raw fish, I

which they seemed to eat with as much relish, as per-

sons in civilized life would experience from a tur!>ot.

served up in the richest sauce. Soon after the vessels i

had come to an anchor at Oonalashka, a native of tlie

island brought on board such another note as had beeii i

given to Captain Clerke. He presented it to Captain
i

Cook ; but, as it was written in the Russian langiiasje,]

and could be of no use to the English, though it nii<;lit
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|„. of consequence to others, the captain returned it to

the bearer, and dismissed him w ith a few presents ; for

which he expressed his thanks by making several low

bows as he retired.

On the 2d of July, our voyagers put to sea from

Oonalashka ; and, pursuing their course of navicraticMi

and discovery, came, on the 16th, within sigl't of a

nroinoiitory, near which our commander ordered Lieu-

U'liaiit Williamson to land, that he might see what
direction the coast took beyond it, and what the coun-

In produced. Accordingly, Mr. Williamson went on

sliore, and reported, on his return, that, having landed

on the point, and climbed the highest hill, he found

tl-t the farthest part of the coast in sight bore nearly

iiortli. At the same time, he took possession of the

country in his majesty's name, and left a bottle, in

wi)ii''< was enclosed a jnece of paper, containing an
"i'' i.^n of the names of the ships, together with the

ii/ic \)\ the discovery. To the promontory he gave
lie name of Cape Newenham. The land, as far as

Mr. Wiiiiamson could see, produces neither tree nor
sliriib ; but the lower grounds were not destitute of
<ra% and of some other plants, very few ofwhich were
in flower. • • -

When our navigators, on the 3d of August, had ad-

vanced to the latitude of 62° 34', a great loss was
sustained by them in the death of Mr. Anderson, the

surgeon of the Resolution, who had been lingering

under a consumption for more than twelve morths.
He was a yoit ',«'^ »naL of a cultivated understanding and
agreeable m, <v i\ and w^as well skilled in his own
|irofession ;

'.• i'.!^'^ which, he had acquired a consider-

able degree of k j wfcdge in other branches of science.

How useful an assistant he was to Captain Cook, hath
often appeared in the present narrative. Had his life

been spared, the publl wolild undoubtedly have re-

ceived from him such communications, on various
jiarts of the natural history of the several places that
liad been visited, as would justly have entitled him to
very higls » inmendation. The proofs of hi^s abilities

that now k m. {ia, will hand down the uamc of Anderson,

ill- 1 'lit

,11
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in conjunction with that of Cook, to posterity. Soon
after lie had breathed his last, land having boen seen at

a distance, which was supposed to be an island, our

commander honoured it with the appellation of Ander-
son's Island. The next day he removed Mr. Law, tin;

surgeon of the Discovery, into the Resolution, and

appointed Mr. Samwell, the surgeon's first mate ol'tbe

Resolution, to be surgeon of the Discovery.

On the 9th, Captain Cook came to an anchor under

a point of land, to which he gave the name of Capo

Prince of Wales, and which is remarkable by bein-r

the most western extremity of America hitherto ex-

plored. This extremity is distant from the eastern

Cape of Siberia only thirteen leagues ; and thus our

commander had the glory of ascertaining the vicinity

of the two 7»^*i»tents, which had only been conjee-

lured from the .^rts of the neighbouring Asiatie in-

habitants, and the .in perfect observations of the Russian

navigators.

Resuming his course on the 10th, Captain Cook an-

chored in a bay, the land of which was at first sup-

posed to be part of the island of Alasehka, whieii is

laid down in Mr. Stsehlin's map. But, from the figure

of the coast, from the situation of the opposue shore of

America, and from the longitude, the captain soon

began to, think, that it was more probably the country

of the Tschutiiki, on the eastern extremity of Asia,

which had been explored by Beering in 1728. In the

result it appeared, that this was in fact the case. Our

commander became fully satisfied in the farther pre

gress of his voyage, that Mr. Staehlin's map must be

erroneous ; and he had the honour of restoring the

American continent to that space which the geographer

now mentioned had occupied with his imaginary island

of Alasehka.

From the Bay of St. Lawrence, belonging to the

country of the Tschutski, our navigators steered, on

the 11th, to the east, in order to get nearer to the coast

of America. After that, proceeding to the north, they

reached, on the 17th, the latitude of 70° 33'. On tins

day, a brightness was perceived in the northern huri-
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zon, like that which is rellcctcd from ice, and is coin-

nioiily called the blink* This was at first but little

noticed, from a supposition that there was no proba-

bility of mectini^ with ice so soon : and yet the sharp-

ness of the air, and the gloominess of the weather, had,

fnr two or three days past, seemed to indicate a sudden

change. In about an 1 »ur's time, the sight of a large

field of ice left Captain Cook no longer in doubt with

re^rd to the cause of the brightness of the horizon.

The ships, in the same afternoon, being then in the

latitude of 70" 41', were close to the edge of the ice,

and not able to stand on any farther. On the 18th,

when the vessels were in the latitude of 70® 44', the ice

on the side of them was as compact as a wall, and was
judged to be at least ten or twelve feet in height. Far-

ther to the north, it appeared to be much higher. It^

surface was extremely rugged, and in diffeient placeis

there were seen upon it pools of water. A prodigious

number of sea-horses lay upon the ice ; and some of

them, on the nineteenth, were procured for food, there

being at this time a want of fresh provisions. When
the animals were brought to the vessels, it was no small

disappointment to many of the seamen, who had feasted

their eyes for several days with the prospect of eating

them, to find that they were not sea-cows, as they had
supposed, but sea-horses. The disappointnnent would
not have been occasioned, or the difference known, had
there not happened to be one or two sailors on board
who had been in Greenland, and who declared what
these animals were, and that it never was customary to

eat of them. Such, however, was the anxiety for a
change of diet, as to overcome this prejudice. Our
voyagers lived upon the sea-horses as long as they
lasted ; and there were few who did not prefer thenl

to the salt meat.

Captain Cook continued, to the 29th, to traverse the

Icy Sea beyond Beering's l^^trait, in various directions,

and through nijmberless obstructions and difficulties.

Every .lay the ice increased, so as to preclude all hopes
of attaining, at least during the present year, the grand
ject of the voyage. Indeed, the season was now so
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far advanced, and tlie time in wliioli tlic frost was v\.

pectcd to sot in was so near at hand, that it would lia\,.

been total!} inconsistent with prudence, to have; made
any farther attempts, till the next summer, at findln"- aj

passage into the Atlantic. The attention, therefore, of

our commander was now directed to other important

and necessary concerns. It was of great conscfjucnci

to meet with a place where our navigators might Im

supplied with wood and water. But the point whiclil

principally occupied the captain's thoughts was, how he

should spend the winter, so as to make some iiii|)ro^p-

ments in geography and navigation, and, at the saiiic

time, to be in a condition to return to the north, in
\

farther search of a passage, in the ensuing summer.
Before Captain Cook proceeded far to the soutii, h

employed a considerable time in examining the seal

and coasts in the neighbourhood of Beering's Strait,!

both on the side of Asia and America. In this exami-

nation, he ascertained the accuracy of Beering, so far as
j

he went ; demonstrated the errors with which Sta?hlin's

map of the New Northern Archipelago abounds; and I

made large additions to the geographical knowledge oil

this part of the world. " It reflects," as Mr. CoxdI

justly observes, " the highest honour even on the Bri-

tish name, that our great navigator extended his dis-

coveries much farther in one expedition, and at so

great a distance from the point of his departure, tiian

the Russians accomplished in a long series of years,

and in parts belonging or contiguous to their ownj

empire.'

On the 2d of October, our voyagers came within
I

sight of the island of Oonalashka, and anchored the

next day in Samganoodha harbour. Here the first

concern was to put the ships under the necessary re-

1

pair; and, while the carpenters were employed in this]

business, one third of the people had permission, hy

turns, to go and collect the berries Avith which tiit;

island abounds, and which, though now beginning to

be in a state of decay, did not a little contribute, in

conjunction with spruce -beer, effectually to eradicatt;

every seed of the scurvy, that might exist in either ul|
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ilic vessels. SucJi a supply <>t' lish was likewise pro-

lureil, as not only served for present consumption, but

[jllbriled a (juantity to be carried out to sea; so that

lit'iice a considerable savinj? was made of the provisions

I of the ships, which was at this time an object of no

small importance.

Captain Cook, on the 8th, received by the hands of

an Oonalashka man, named Derramoushk, a very sin-

gular present, which was that of a rye loaf, or rather a

pie ill the form of a loaf, for it enclosed some salmon,

highly seasoned with pepper. This man had the like

present for Captain Gierke, and a note for each of the

itto ca[)tains, written in a character which none on
hoard could understand. It was natural to suppose,

that the presents came from some Russians in the

ueig^hbourhood ; and therefore a few bottles of rum,
wine, and porter, were sent to these unknown friends

in return ; it being rightly judged, that such articles

nuuld be moire acceptable than any thing besides which
it was in the power of our navigators to bestow. Cor-
poral Lediard of the marines^, an intelligent man,

• This Corporal Lediard is an extraordinary man, some-
thint; of whose history cannot fail of being entertaining to my
readers. In the winter of 1780, he set out on the singular un-
dertaking of walking across the continent of America ; for the
accumplishmcnt of which purpose, he determined to travel by
'ae way of Siberia, and to procure a passage from that coun-

;;y to the opposite American coast. Being an Am(;rican by
birth, and having no means of raising the mpney necessary
for his expenses, a subscription was raised for him by Sir
Joseph Banks, and some other gentlemen, amounting, in the
whule, to a little more than tifty pounds. With this sum he
proceeded to Hamburgh, from which place he went to Copen-
hagen, and thence to Petersburgh, where he arrived in the
beginning of March, 1787. La his journey from Copenhagen
to Petersburgh, finding that the gulf of Bothnia was not frozen
over, he was obliged to walk round the whole of it, by Tor-
iiaeo. At Petersburgh he staid till the 21st of May, when
he obtained leave to accompany a convoy of military stores,

which at that time was proceeding to Mr. Billings, who had
been his shipmate in Captain Cook's voyage, and who was
tiien employed by the Empress of Russia, for the purpose of

making discoveries in Siberia, and on -the north-west coast of

America. With this convoy Mr. Lediard set out, and in
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reception and communication of intelligence, arose

from the want of an interpreter. On the 14tli, a Rus-

{lian landed at Oonalashka, whose name was Erasim

Grefjorioif Sin Ismylotl*, and who was the ^princip^

person among his countrymen in this and the neigh-

wuring islands. Besides the intelligence which our

roniinander derived from his conversations with Ismy-

loft", and which were carried on by signs, assisted by
liirares and otlier characters, he obtained from him the

jiio;bt of two chaits, and was permitted to copy them.

Both of them were manuscripts, and bore every mark
of authenticity. The first included the Penshmskian

Sea; the coast of Tartary, down to the latitude of 41®;

the Curil islands ; and the peninsula of Kamtschatka.

But it was the second chart that was the most interest-

ini; to Captain Cook ; for it comprehended all the

discftveries made by the Russians to the eastward of

Kamtschatka, towards America ; which, however, ex-

clusively of the voyages of Beering and TscherikofT,

amounted to little or^ nothing. Indeed, all the people

vfitb whom the captain conversed at Oonalashka, agreed
in assuring him, over and over again, that they knew
'^''no other islands, besides those which were laid down
upon this chart ; and that no Russian had ever seen
any part of the contiiient of America to the northward,
excepting that which lies opposite to the country of
llie Tschutskis.

When, on the 21st, Mr. IsmylofTtook his final leave

of the English navigators, our commander intrusted

to his care a letter to the lords commissioners of the

Kitniralty, in which was enclosed a chart of all the

riorthern coasts the captain had visited. It was ex-

pected, that there would be an opportunity of sending
this letter, in the ensuing spring, to Kamtschatka or
Okolsk, and that it would reach Petersburgh during
llie following winter. Mr. IsmylofF, who faithfully and
successfully discharged the trust our commander had
reposetl in him, seemed to possess abilities, that might
entitle him to a higher station in life than that which
lie occupied. He had a considerable knowledge of

Mrouomy, and was acquainted with the most useful
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brandies of the mp.lliciiiatics. Captain Cook nmdr Imn
a present of an Hadley's oetant ; and, though \t\\,in

probably the first he had ever seen, he understood, in

\ery short lime, the various uses to whieh that instru-

ment can be applied.

. AVhile the ships lay at Ooonalashka, our voyajjers (Iki

not negleet to make a diligent inquiry into the nrol

ductions of the island, and the general manners of tlui

inhabitants. On these, as being in a great nicasun^

similar to objects which have already been noticed, it

is not necessary to enlarge. There is one circum-j

stance, however, so honourable to the natives, tliat it

must not be omitted. They are, to all appearance, tiioj

most peaceable and inoffensive people our commandtTl
had ever met with ; and, with respect to honesty, tluy

might serve as a pattern to countries that irrt' in the

highest state of civilization. A doubt is suggested

whether this disposition may not have been the conse^

quence of their jirescnt subjection to the Russians]

From the allinity which was found to subsist betweei^

the dialects of the Greenlanders and Esquimaux, ant

those of the inhabitants of Norton's Sound and Oona-|

lashka, there is strong reason to believe, that all thesu

nations are of the same extraction ; and, if that be the

case, the existence of a northern communication oli

some kind, by sea, between the west side of Aineric;

and the east side, through Baffin s Bay, can scarcel

be doubted ; which communication, nevertheless, niayj

effectually be shut up against ships, by ice and othtrl

impediments.

While the vessels lay in Samganoodha harbour, €\\)-

tain Cook exerted his usual diligence in making nauti-

cal and astronomical observations. All things, on thel

2Gth, having been gotten ready for his departure, liel

put to sea on that day, and sailed for the Sandwich]

Islands ; it being his intention to spend a few montlisl

there, and then to direct his course to Kamtschatka, sol

as to endeavour to reach that uountry by the middle otj

Maj^ in the ensuing summer.
On the 26th of November, when tlie ships had pro-

ceeded southward till they came to the latitude of 20°
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|).)', I hhI was discos ered, which provt'd to be an isIhiuI

,| (ho name of Mowee, that had not hitherto been

|,i\ii(t'(l. It is one of the group of the Sandwicii

Inland's. As it was of the last importance to procure a

yippl; of provisions at these islands, and experience

Ijiad taught our commander, that he could have had no

fliance of succeeding in his object, if it were left to

evcrv man's discretion to traflic for what he pleased,

and in what manner he pleased ; the captain pulilished

L order, prohibiting all persons from trading, exeept-

iiiii^such as should be appointed by himself and Cap-

tain Gierke. Even these persons were enjoined to

trade only for provisions and refreshments. While
onr navigators lay off Mowee, which was for some
(lays, a friendly intercourse was maintained with the

I

inhabitants.
'

. .. /

Another island was discovered on the 30th, which is

I

called by the natives Owhyhee. As it appeared to be

of greater extent and importance than any of the

islands which had yet been visited in this part of the

I

world. Captain Cook spent nearly seven weeks in sail-

inif round, and examining its coast. Whilst he was
thus employed, the inhabitants came off, from time to

time, in their canoes, and readily engaged in trallic

with our voyagers. In the conduct of this business,

llie behaviour of the islanders was more entirely free

from suspicion and reserve than our commander had
ever yet experienced. Not even the people of Ota-

lieite itself, with whom he had been so intimately

and repeatedly connected, had displayed such a full

confidence in the integrity and good treatment of the

English.

Among the articles procured from the natives, was
a quantity of siigarcane. Upon a trial. Captain Cook
found that a strong decoction of it produced a very
palatable beer ; on which account, he ordered some
more to be brewed, for general use. When, however,
the barrel was broached, not one of the crew would
taste of the liquor. As the captain had no motive in

preparing this beverage, but that of sparing the rum
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Iffre not half worn out. Howcjvcr, a faronrablc o])por-

Iriinity was seized of g^cttin^ others to the yards ; and

Itlif
Resolution a^aln proceeded in safety.

On the IGth of January, 1779, canoes arrived in su(;h

liaoibcrs from ail parts, that there were not fewer than

|i thousand about the two ships, most of them crowded
Ifitli people, and well laden with ho<rs, and other pro-

Lctions of the island. It was a satisfactory proof of

Iticir friendly intentions, that there was not a singlo

Ipersun anion«i^st them who had with him a weapon of

liD) kind ; trade and curiosity alone appearing to bo

tlie motives which actuated their conduct. Among
Lcli multitudes, however, as, at times, were on board,

lit will not be deemed surprising, that some should be-

mv a thievish disposition. One of them took out of

m Resolution a boat's rudder ; and made off with it

1(0 speedily, that it could not be recovered. Captain

ICook judged this to be a favourable opportunity of

Itliowing to these people the use of firearms ; and ac-

liordingly he ordered two or three muskets, and as

»y four-pounders, to be fired over the canoe, which
>d off the rudder. It not being intended that

1^, oi the shot should take effect, the surrounding
Bultitude of the natives seemed to be more surprised

Itlian terrified. '

Mr. Bligh, having been sent to examine a neigh-

lliouring bay, reported, on his return, that it had good
linchorage and fresh water, and that it was in an acces-

pihle situation. Into this bay, therefore, the captain

resolved to carry the ships, in order to refit, and to

obtain every refreshment which the place could afford.

As night approached, the greater part of the Indians

retired on shore ; but numbers of them requested per-

nission to sleep on board ; in which request, curiosity

(at least with regard to several of them) was not their

hole motive ; for it was found, the next morning, that

various things were missing; on which account our
commander determined not to entertain so many per-

Iwns another night*

On the 17th, the ships came to an anchor in the bay
hliich had been examined by Mr. Bligh, and which is
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called Karakakooa by the inhabitants. At this time]

the vessels continued to be much crowded with nati\(sl

and were surrounded wiJh a multitude of canoes. Caii-

tain Cook, in the whole course of his voyafi^(!s, haj

never seen so numerous a body of people asst'inbli-d in

one place;. For, besides those who had come oil'

the Erglish in their canoes, all the shore of the bat

was covered with spectatirs, and many hundreds wtrti

swimming round the ships like shoals of fish. On]

navijrators could not avoid being greatly impressctl

with the singularity of this scene ; and perhaps tlierd

were few on board that now lamented the want of sue]

cess which had attended the endeavours of geltiiii^

homeward, the last summer, by a northern passa;;t'i

** To this disappointment," says the captain, " we o\\{\

our having it in our power to revisit the Sandwicli

Islands, and to enrich our voyage with a discovtT\|

which, though the last, seemed, in many respects, in

be the most important that had hitherto l>een mad

by Europeans, throurrhout the extent of the Pacilio

Ocean."
'

- •

Such is the sentence that coticludes our commander"^

journal : and the satisfaction with which this sentcnn

appears to have been vritten, cannot fail of strikinsj

the mind of every reader. Little did Captain Cooli

then imagine, that a discovery which promised to add

no small honour to his name, and to be productive of

very agreeable consequences., should be so fatal in tin

result. Little did he think, that the island of Owliylini

was destined to be the last scene of his exploits, and

the cause of his destruction.

The reception w n^h the captair met with from llitij

natives, on his proceeding to anchor in Karakakooa

Bay, was flattering in the highest degree. They camel

oft* from the shore in astonishing numbers, and c\-j

j)ressed their joy by singing and shouting, and bv

exhibiting a variety of wild and extravagant gestures.

Pareea, a young man of great authority, and Kaneciia,j

another chief, had already attached thems<^lves to our

commander, and were very useful in keejung tlitir

countrymen from being troublesome.
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Dwring the long cruise of our naviijators off tlie

\\i\m\ ut'Owhvhee, the iiihabltauts hal almost univer-

\\ behaved with great lairness and honesty in their

hfalinsfs, and had not shown the slightest propensity

lotlit't't: ai.d this was a fact the more extraordinary,

as those with whom our people had hitherto main-

Ittined any intercourse, were of the lowest rank, being

either servants or fishermen. But, after the arrival of

tlie Resolution and Discovery in Karakakooa Bay, the

fase vas greati}' alterfi. The immense crowd of

islaruiers that blocked up every part of the ships, not

V j'^lbrded frequent opportunities of pilfering wilh-

lout risk of detection ; but held out, even if they should

be detected, a prospect of escaping with impunily,

[from tlie superiority of their numbers to that of the

I
English. Another circumstance, to which the altera-

I in the conduct of the natives might be ascribed,

[arose from the presence and encouragement of their

ciiiefs, into whose posses,sion the booty might he traced,

ami whom there was reason to suspect of being the in-

[stiljators of the depredations that were committed.

Soon after the Resolution had gotten into her station,

iPareeaand Kaneena brought on board a third chief,

pamed Koah, who was represented as being a priest,

and as having, in his early youth, been a distinguished

Uarrior. In the evening, Captain Cook, attended by
Mr. Bavley and Mr. King, accompanied Koah on shore.

r|K)ii this occasion, the captain was received with Mtry
|H'culiar and extraordinary cei'cmonies ; with ceremo-

jiiics that indicated the highest respect on the part of

natives, and which, indeed, seemed to fall little

Isliort of adoration.

One of the principal objects that engaged our com-
Imander's attention at Owhyhee, was the salting of hogs
[for sea-store ; in which his success was far more com-
plete than had been attained in any former attempt of

I

tlie same kind. It doth not appear, that experiments

rt'laiive to this subject had been made by the navi-

ptors of any nation before Captain Cook. His first

[trials were in 1774, during his second voyage round
III' world

J
when his success, though very imperfect,
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Srence, of uhich no equal example had hitherto been

(iven: for they furnished a constant supply of hogs

»Dd vegetables to our navigators, without ever demand-

ii^ a return, or even hinting at it in the most distant

oaaner. All this was said to be done at the expense of

1 great man among them, who was at the head of their

body, whose name was Kaoo, and who on other occa-

iions manifested his attachment to the English.* There
las not always so much reason to be satisfied with the

fouduct of the warrior chiefs, or earees, as with that of

llie priests. Indeed, the satisfaction that was derived

Drom the usual gentleness and hospitality of the inhabi-

ants, was frequently interrupted by the propensity of

DaDy of them to stealing ; and this circumstance was
Jie more distressing, as it sometimes obliged our com-
nander and the other officers to have recourse to acts

ofseverity, which they would willingly have avoided,

if the necessity of the case had not absolutely called

for them.

Tho'igh the kind and liberal behaviour of the na-

tives continued without remission, Terreeoboo, and his

ohiefs, began at length to be very inquisitive about the

time in which our voyagers were to take their depar-

tore. Nor will this be deemer' surprising, when it is

fonsidered, that, during sixteen days in which the

Eno^lish had been in the bay of Karakakooa, they h;

nade an enormous consumption of hogs and vegetables.

It did not appear, however, that Terreeoboo had any
other view in his inquiries, than a desire of making
siitliclent preparation for dismissing our navigators with
preseuts, suitable to the respect and kindness towards
ili(in which he had always dtsplayed. For, on his

Iteing informed, that they were to leave the island in a
liav or two, it was observed, that a kind of proclama-
tion was immediately made through the villages, re-

(jfliring the peoyjle to bring in their hogs and vege-
tables, for the king to present to the orono*, on his

fitting the country. Accordingly, on the 3d of Fe-
i)ruary, being the day preceding the time which had

* Orono was a title of high honour, which had been be-
jlowed tm Captain COok.
VOL. II. h
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l>oen fixed for the sailing of the t>hi|>s, Terrecobonl

invited Captain Cook and Mr. Kin"; to attend him tol

the place where Kaoo resided. On their arrival, tlicvf

found the ground covered with parcels of cloth, at A
small distance from which lay an immense quantity of

vejfetable.! ; and near them was a larj^e herd of li()<rs.j

At the close cf the visit, the gjreater part of the ( idih,]

and the whole of the hogs and vegetables, were giveiij

l>y Terreeoboo to the ca])taii. and Mr. King ; whq weroj

astonished at the value and magnificence of the pre-

sent ; for it far exceeded every thing of the kind wliiclij

they had seen either at the Friendly or Society Islands.j

Mr. King had in so high a de:^rv?e conciliated tin

alfections, and gained the esteem, of the inhabitants ot^

Owhyhee, that, with offers of t'le most flatterinj; na-

ture, he was strongly solicited to remain in the coun-j

try. Terreeoboo and Kaoo waited upon Captain Cook.j

whose son they supposed Mr. King to be, with

formal request, that he might be left behind. To avoidi

giving a positive refusal to an offer which was so!

kindly intended, the captain told them that he eouldl

not part with Mr. King at that time, but that, on liisj

return to the island in the next year, he would endea^

vour to settle the matter to their satisfaction.

Early on the 4th, the ships sai' ^ v/ut of Karakakona

Bay, being followed by a large number of canoes. It

was our commander's design, before he visited tlioj

other islands, tofinivsh the surveyof Owhyhee, in hopcsj

of meeting with a road lietter sheltered than the bay li(?j

had just left. In case of not succeeding in this respect,

he purposed to take a view of the sftuth-east part of

Mowee, where he was inform* d that he should find ai)|

excellent harbour.

. The circumstances which brought Captain Cook hack!

to Karakakooa Bay, and the unhappy conse(|uen{'('!»|

that followed, I shall give from Mr. Sam well's narra-

tive of his death. This narrative was, in the mostj

obliging manner, communicated to me in manuscript,

by Mr. Samwell, with entire liberty to mak(! such iisoj

of it as I should judge proper. Upon ; perusal ol it,

lis importance struck me in so strong a light, tlmt I
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inislied to have it separately laul l>efore the world.

Accordingly, with Mr. Samwell's concurrence, I pro-

cared its publication, that, if any objections should be

Lade to it, I might be able to notice them in my own
fork. As the narrative hath continued for more than

two years un: npeached and uncontradicted, I esteem

L\sclf fully authorized to insert it in this place, as

rontaining the most complete and authentic account of

the melancholy catastrophe, which, at Owhyhee, befell

I
oar illustrious navigator and commander.
" On the 6th, yve were overtaken by a gale of \;'^ind

;

land the next night, the Resolution had the misfortune

.pringing the hrr'il of her foremast, in such a dan-

lijerous maimer, that Captain Cook was obliged to re-

turn to Kengegooah *, in order to have it repaired;

for wo could find no other convenient harbour on the

island. The same gale had occasioned much distress

among some canoes, that ha(? paid us a visit from the

Kliorc. One of them, with two men and a child on
board, was picked up by the Resolution, and rescued

I

from destruction : the men, having toiled hard all night,

in attempting to reach the land, were so much ex-

liansted, that they could hardly mount the ship's side.

When they got upon the quarterdeck, Ihey burst into

[tears, and seemed much affected with the dangerous
situation from which they had escaped ; but the little

[diild appeared lively and cheerful. One of the Reso-
lution's boats was also so fortunate, as to save a man
and two women, whose canoe had been upset by the

violence of the waves. They were brought on board,

I

and, with the others, partook of the kindness and hu-
manity of Captain Cook.
" On the morning of Wednesday, the 10th, we were

within a few miles of the harbour ; and were soon

* It is proper to take notice, that Mr. Samweli spells the
names of several persons and places dift'erently from what is

I

done in the history of the voyage. For instance,

Karakakooa he calls Kc, rag, e, goo, ah,

Terreeoboo Kariopoo,
Kowrowa Kivaroah,
Kaneccab areea Kaneekapo, herci,

Maiha maiha Ka, niea, mca.
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joined by several canoes, in which appeared many of

our old acquaintance, who seemed to have come to

welcome us back. Among them was Coo, aha,

priest : he had brought a small pig, and some cocoa<|

nuts in his hand, which, after having chanted a ftnvl

sentences, he presented to Captain Clerke. He tlien]

left us, and hastened on board the Resolution, to per'

form the same friendly ceremony before Captain CookJ
Having but light winds all that day, we could not ^aiiil

the harbour. In the lU'ternoou, a chief of the (irstl

rank, and nearly related lo Kariopoo, paid us a visit on)

board the Discovery. His name was Ka, mea, mea:
he was dressed in a very rich leathered cloak, whiclil

he seemed to have brought for sale, but would parti

with it for nothing except iron daggers. These thol

chiefs, some time before our departure, had preferrtdj

to every other article; for, having received a plentitulj

supply of hatchets and other tools, they began to col-l

lect a store of warlike instruments. Kameamea pro-}

cured nine daggers for his cloak ; and, being pleased]

with his reception, he and his attendants slept on board]

that night.
" In the morning of the llth of February, the ships!

anchored again in Keragegooah bay, and preparation I

was immediately made for landing the Resolution'sl

foremast. We were visited but by few of the Indians,

because there were but few in the bay. On our den

parture, those belonging to other parts had repaired to

their several habitations, and were again to collect

from various quarters, before we could expect to be

surrounded by such multitudes as we had once seen in

that harbour. In the afternoon, I walked about a

mile into the country, to visit an Indian friend, who

had, a few days before, come near twenty miles, in a

small canoe, to see mc, while the ship lay becalmed.

As the canoe had not left us long before a gale of wind I

came on, I was alarmed for the consequence : however,

I had the pleasure to find, that my friend had escaped

unhurt, though not without some difficulties. I take

notice of this short excursion, merely because it at'

forded mc an opportunity of observing, that there
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ippeflred no change in the disposition or behaviour of

the inhabitants. I saw nothing that could indnce me
to think, that they were displeased with our return, or

jealous of the intention of our second visit. On the

coutrary, that abundant good nature, which had always

characterized them, seemed still to glow in every bosom,

ind to animate every countenance.
" The next day, February the 12th, the ships were

put under a taboo, by the chiefs : a solemnity, it seems,

that was requisite to be observed, before Kariopoo,

llie king, paid his first visit to Captain Cook, after his

return. He waited upon him the same day, on board

the Resolution, attended by a large train, some of

which bore the presents designed for Captain Cook
;

who received him in his usual friendly manner, and

l^ave him several articles in return. This amicable

fereraony being settled, the taboo was dissolved; mat-

ters went on in the usual train ; and the next day, Fe-
liruary the 13th, we were visited by the natives in

i;reat numbers : the Resolution's mast was landed, and
tlie astronomical obser^atories erected on their former
iiit'^ation. I landed, with another gentleman, at the

town of Kavaroah, where we found a great number of

canoes, just arrived from different parts of the island,

lod the Indians busy in constructing temporary huts

on the beach, for their residence during the stay of the

ships. On our return on board the Discovery, we
learned, that an Indian had been detected in stealing

the armourer's tongs from the forge, for which he re-

ceived a pretty sevare flogging, and was sent out of the

•hip. Notwithstanding the example made of this man,
ia the afternoon another had the audacity to snatch

Ihe tongs and a chisel from the same place, with which
ie jumped overboard, and swam for the shore. The
master and a midshipman were instantly dispatched
tfter him, in the small cutter. The Indian, soeing
tiimself pursued, made for a canoe ; his countrymen
took him on board, aiui paddled as swift as they could
towards the sliore ; we fired several muskets at them,
ki to no effect, for they soon got out of the reach of
lur shut, Pareahi one of the chiefs, who was at that
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time on board the Discovery, understanding what liad

happened, immediately went ashore, )jromisin<r to biinw-l

back the stolen j^oods. Our boat was so far distanccil,

in chasing the canoe which had taken the tliicf oiil

board, that he had time to make his escape iiitu tli(>

country. Captain Cook, who was then ashore, eiulca-

voured to intercept his landing ; but it seems, that In;

was led out of the way by some of the natives, wIkh

had ofliciously intruded themselves as guides. As tli,;'|

master was approaching near the landingpiac?, he was}

met by some of the Indians in a canoe : thev had

brought back the tongs and chisel, together with and-

ther article, that we had not missed, which happeiud]

to be the lid of the water cask. Having recovendl

these things, he was returning on board, when h(.' was

met by the Resolution's pinnace, with five men in hor,l

who, without any orders, had come from the observa-l

tories to liis assistance. Being thus unexpectedly rein-

forced, he thought himself strong enough to insist upon

having the thief, or the canoe which took him in, deli-

vered up as reprisals. With that view he turned hack

and having found the canoe on the be . ., he was pre

paring to launch it into the water, ..n Pareah inatit

his appearance, and insisted upon his not taking i

away, as it was his property. The '^iJicer not regarti

ing him, the chief seized upon him, pinioned his arm

behind, and held him by the hair of his head ; on

which one of the sailors struck him with an oar ; Pa

reah instantly quitted the olficer, snatched the oar on

of the man's hand, and snapped it in two across his

knee. At length the multitude began to attack on

people with stones. They made some resistance, hu

were soon overpowered, and obliged to swim for sal'et

to the small cutter, which lay farther out than the pin

nace. The ofticers, not being expert swimmers, re

treated to a small rock in the water, where they wer

closely pursued by the Indians. One man darted

broken oar at the master ; but his foot slipping at tli

time, he missed him, which fortunately saved Ilia

ofHcer's life. At last, Pareah interfered, and put ai

cud to their violence. The gentlemen, knowiii ir thai
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liis presence was their only defence against the fury of

lilt' natives, entreated him to stay with them, till they

rould get oft' in the boats ; but that he refused, and

Jtft them. The master went to seek assistance from

the party at the observatories; but the midshipman
fliose to remain in the pinnace. He was very rudely

tioated by the mob, who plundered the boat of every

thing; that was loose on board, and then began to

knock her to pieces, for the sake of the iron work;
but Pareah fortunately returned in time to prevent

her destruction. He had met the other gentleman on
Ills way to the observatories, and, suspecting his errand,

liad forced him to return. He dispersed the crowd
aipiin, and desired the gentlemen to return on board :

tlitv represented, that all the oars had been taken out

'

of the boat; on which- he brought some of them back,

and the gentlemen were glad to get oft' without farther

molestation. They had not proceeded far, before they

were overtaken by Pareah, in a canoe : he delivered

the midshipman's cap, which had been taken from him
in the scuftle, joined noses with them, in token of

reconciliation, and was anxious to know, if Captain

Cook would kill him for what had happe led. They
assured him of the contrary, and made sigLS of friend-

ship to him in return. He then left them, and paddled
over to the town of Kavaroah, and that was the last

time we ever saw him. Captain Cook returned on
hoard soon after, nmch displeased with the whole of

this disagreeable bus" f'ss ; and the same night sent a

lieutenant on board discovery to learn the parti-

culars of it, as it had originated in that ship.

" It was remarkable, that in the midst of the hurry
and confusion attending this aft'air, Kanynah (a chief

who had always been on terms particularly friendly

with us) came from the spot where it happened, with a

hog to sell on board the Discovery : it was of an extra-

ordinary large size, and he demanded for it a pahowa,
or dagger, of an unusual length. He pointed to us,

that it must be as long as his arm. Ca[)tain Clerke
not having one of that length, ^is*' ^*.m, he would get

c;ie made for him by the mo ivinj ; with which l»eing

» !", f
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satistied, he left the hojj, and went ashore witlioutl

making any stay with us. It will not be alto«retlier|

foreign to the subject, to mention a circumstance, that

happened to-day on board the Resolution. An Indian

chief asked Captain Cook, at his table, if he was a

Tata Toa; which means a fighting man, or a soldier.

Being answered in the affirmative, he desired to see
|

his wounds. Captain Cook held out his right hand,

which had a scar upon it, dividing the thumb from the

finger, the whole length of the metacarpal bones, liie

Indian, being thus convinced of his being a Toa, put

the same questiou to another gentleman present, but he

happened to have none of those distinguishing marks

;

the chief then, said, that he himself was a Toa, and

showed the scars of some wounds he had received in

battle. Those who were on duty at the observatories,

were disturbed, during the night, with shrill and nie

lancholy sounds, issuing from the adjacent villages,

which they took to be the lamentatiiDUs of the women.

Perhaps the quarrel between us might have filled their

minds with apprehensions for the safety of their lius-

bands: but, be that as it may, their mournful cries

struck the sentinels with unusual awe and terror.

" To widen the breach between us, some of the In-

dians, in the night, took away the-Discovery's large

cutter, which lay swamped at the buoy of one of her

anchors : they had carried her off so quietly that we
did not miss her till the morning, Sunday, February

the 14th. Captain Clerke lost no time in waiting upon

Captain Cook to acquaint him with the accident : he

returned on board, with orders for the launch and

small cutter, to go, under the command of the second

lieutenant, and lie ofi* the east point of the bay, in

order to intercept all canoes that might attempt to get

out ; and, if he found it necessary, to fire upon them.

At the same time, the third lieutenant of the Resolu-

tion, with the launch and small cutter, was sent on the

same service, to the opposite point of the bay ; and the

master was dispatched in the large cutter, in pursuit ol'

a double canoe, already under sail, making the best of

her way out of the harbour. He soon came up « ifli
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|ier, and by firing a few muskets, droTC her on shore,

Ll the Indians left her : this happened to he the canoe

Lf Omea, a man who bore the title of Orono. He was
L board himself, and it would have been fortunate, if

loar people had secured him, for his person was held

L sacred as that of the king. During this time, Cap-

Ld Cook was preparing to go ashore himself, at tho

liown of Kaiaroah, in order to secure the person of

iKariopoo, before he should have time to withdraw
hiinsclf to another part of the island, out of our reach.

iThis appeared the most eflectual step that could be

luken on tlie present occasion, for the recovery of the

Itioat. It was the measure he had invariably pursued,

Ijo similar cases, at other islands in ttiese seas, and it

Itad always been attended with the desired success: in

mt, it would be difficult to point out any other mode
lol'proceeding on tliese emergences, likely to attain the

object in view : we had reason to suppose, that the

king and his attendants had fled when the alarm was
first given : in that case, it was Captain Cook's intcn-

llioii to secure the large canoes which were hauled up
OD the beach. He left the ship about seven o'clock,

ittended by the lieutenant of marines, a serjeant, cor-

l[ioral, and seven private men : the pinnace's crew were
Liso armed, and under the command of Mr. Roberts.

As they rowed towards the shore. Captain Cook or-

dered the launch to leave her station at the west point

of the bay, in order to assist his own boat. This is a

I circumstance worthy of notice ; for it clearly shows,

Itiiat he was not unapprehensive of meeting with resist-

lance from the natives, or unmindful of the necessary

I

preparation for the safety of himself and his people. I

Iwiil venture to say, that, from the appearance of things

Ijiist at that time, there was not one, beside himself,

{who judged that such precaution was absolutely requi-

site : so little did his conduct, on the occasion, bear
the marks of rashness, or a precipitate self-confidence !

He landed, with the marines, at the upper end of the

town of Kavaroah: the Indians immediately flocked

roand, as usual, and showed him the customarv marks
of respect, by prostrating themselves before him.

—
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Tlicrc were no sij^ns of hostilities, or iniu-li alarJ

among tliciii. Cui>talii Cook, however, did not sciij

wiHini^ to trust to appearances; hut was particiilarl

attentive to the disposition of the marines, and to lia\(

them kept clear of the crowd. He first inquired I'oi

the kings sons, two youths who were much atiadici

to him, and generally his companions on hoard. Mv,

sengers being sent for them, they soon came to liimj

an<l informing him, that their father was asleep, at

house not far from them, he accompanied them tliitlic

and took the marines along with them. As he psissci

along, the natives every where prostrated theinscixi

before him, and seemed to have lost no part of tliai

respect they had always shown to his person. He \m

joined by several chiefs, among whom was Kaiiviiali|

and his brother Koohowrooah. They kept the crowi

in order, according to their usual custom ; and, btiii]

ignorant of his intention in coming on shore, I'rt

quently asked him, if he wanted any hogs, or otiici

provisions : he told them that he did not, and that liii

business was to see the king. AVhen he arrived at tlii

house, he ordered some of the Indians to go in, aii(j

inform Kariopoo, that he waited without to speak witi

him. They came out two or three times, and instca(j

of returning any answer from the king, presented soni^

pieces of red cloth to him, which made Captain Coolj

suspect that he was not in the house ; he therefore dt

sired the lieutenant of marines to go in. The licuttfl

nant found the old man just awaked from sleep, and

seemingly alarmed at the message ; but he came ouj

without hesitation. Captain Cook took him by ihi

hand, and in a friendly manner asked him to go oii

board, to which he very readily consented. Thus laj

matters appeared in a favourable train, and the nativcj

did not seem much alarmed or apprehensive of hostij

lity on our side ; at which Captain Cook expressiMf

himself a little surprised, saying, that as the inhabij

tants of that town appeared innocent of stealing tiu

cutter, he should not molest them, but that he must jjH

the king on board. Kariopoo sat down before his doon

and was surrounded by a great crowd : Kanynuli aii'i
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K\$ hrotlicr were both very activo in kropincj onlrr

Lnion*; tlioin. In a little time, liowever, tlit; IiidiHiis

Lite observed arming themselves >vitli long' spears,

ilubs, and da<rgers, and putting; on tliiek mats, wliicli

[lliiy use as armour. This hostile appearance increased,

Lul l)e(;ame more alarmini^, on the arrival of two men
in a canoe from the op|M'site side of the bay, with the

news of a chief, called Kareenioo, hnvin{^ beet*, killed

liv one of the Discovery's boats. In their passa<!:(;

tcross, they had also delivered this account to each

ot'tlie ships. Upon that information, the women, who
were sitting upon the beach at their breakfasts, and
conversing familiarly with our people in the boats,

'elired, and a confused murmur spread through the

I

crowd. An old priest came to Captain Cook, with a

Icocoanut in his hand, which he held out to him as a

present, at the same time singing very loud. He was
often desired to be silent, but in vain: he continued

importunate and troublesome, and there was no such

tiling as getting rid of him or his noise : it seemed as

if lie m(;ant to divert their attention from his country-

men, who were growing more tumultuous, and arming
lliomseivf s in every quarter. Captain Cook, being at

(lie same time surrounded by a great crowd, thought

liis situation rather hazardous : he therefore ordercil

the lieutenant of marines to march his small party to

ilie waterside, where the boats lay Avithin a few yards

of tlie shore : the Indians readily made a lane for them
to pass, and did not oiler to interrupt them. The dis-

tance they had to go might be aljout fifty or sixty

yards; Captain Cook followed, having hold of Kario-

|)0o's hand, who accompanied him very willingly : he

was attended by his wife, two sons, and several chiefs.

The troublesome old priest followed, making the same
savage noise. Keowa, the youngest son, went directly

into the pinnace, exy>ecting his father to follow ; but

just as he arrived at the waterside, his wife threw her

arms about his neck, and, with the assistance of two
chiefs, forced him to sit down by the side of a double

canoe. Captain Cook expostulated with them, but to

no purpose: they would not suil'er the king to proceed,

i
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tolling him, that ho would be put to death if he wen!
on board the ship. Kariopoo, whoso conduct sceinc

entirely resigned to the will of others, hung dowu \m
head, arid apfieared much distressed.

"While the king was in this situation, a chief, well

known to us, of the name of Coho, wai observed lurk-

ing near, with an iron dagger, partly coucea'ed under

his cloak, seemingly with the intention of stabbin^r

Captain Cook, or the lieutenant of marines. The iatterl

proposed to fire at him, but Captain Cook would not!

permit it. Coho closing upon them, obliged the olHcer

I

to strike him with his piece, which made him rullre.

Another Indian laid hold of the Serjeant's musket, and

tindeavoured to wrench it from him, but was prevented]

by the lieuletiant's making a blow at him. Captain

Cook, seeing the tumult increase, and the Indians

growing more daring and resolute, observed, that if]

he were to take the king off by force, he could not do

it without sacrificing the lives of many of his people.

He then paused a little, and was on the point of giviui;

his orders to reembark, when a man threw a stone at

him ; which he returned with a discbarge of small

ghot (with which one barrel of his double piece was

loaded). The man, having a thick mat before him,

received little or no hurt: he brandished his spear,

and threatened to dart it at Captain Cook, who being

still unwilling to take away his life, instead of tirinsif

with ball, knocked him down with his musket. He
expostulated strongly witii the most forward of tlie

crowd, upon their turbulent behaviour. He had given

up all thoughts of getting the king on board, as it ap-

peared impracticable ; and his care was then only to

act on the defensive, and to secure a safe embarkation

for his small party, which was closely pressed by a

body of several thousand people. Keowa, the kinjij's

son, who was in the pinnace, being alarmed on hearin<!f

the first firing, was, at his own entreaty, put on shore

again ; ibr even at that time, Mr. Roberts, who com-

manded her, did not apprehend that Captain Cook's

person was in any danger : otherwise he would lm\ ;

detained the prince, which, no doubt, would have
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en a ^eat check on the Indian;;. One man was
jrvcd, behind a double canoe, in the action of dart-

his spear at Captain Cook, who was forced to hre

|tt bim in his own defence, but happened to kill another

Hose to him, equally forward in the tumult : the ser-

jieant observing that he had missed the man he aimed at,

lifceived orders to fire at him, which he did, and killed

By this time, the impetuosity of the Indians

lias somewhat repressed ; they fell back in a body, and
lifemed staggered ; but being pushed on by those be-

liiiid, they returned to the charge, and poured a volley

liifstones among the marines, who, without waiting for

lirders, returned it with a general discharge of mus-
lietry, which was instantly followed by a fire from the

jiwats. At this Captain Cook was heard to express his

|t$touishment : he waved his hand to the boats, called

them to cease firing, and to come nearer in to receive

lilie marines. Mr. Roberts immediately brought the

hiiinace as close to the shore as he could, without
Ijrniuiding, notwithstanding the showers of stones that

lit!! among the people : but , the lieutenant,

lirlio commanded in the launch, instead of pulling in to

Ithe assistance of Captain Cook, withdrew his boat far-

|ilier off, at the moment that every thing seems to have
epended upon the timely exertions of those in the

Ikats. By his own account, he mistook the signal:

lliiit be that as it may, this circumstance appears to me,
lljhave decided the fatal turn of the affair, and to have
Imnoved every chance which remained with Captain

ICook, of escaping with his life. The business of saving

Itlie marines out of the water, in consequence of that, fell

Jiltogether upon the pinnace ; which thereby became
Iso much crowded, that the crew were, in a great mea-
jsiire, prevented from using their firearms, or gi v ing what
pittance they otherwise might have done, to Captain
jtook ; so that he seems, at the most critical point of
Itinie, to have wanted the assistance of both boats, owing
jto the removal of the launch. For, notwithstanding
[iliat they kept up a fire on the crowd, from the situa-

liion to which they removed in that boat, the fatal con-
lusluu which ensued on her being withdrawn, to say
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iif

tlic least of it, must have prevented the full efTcct lli

the prompt cooperation of the two boats, accord in<r J
Captain Cook's orders, must have had, towards thj

preservation of him.>clf and his people*. At that timt

it was to the boats alone that Captain Cook had to louli

for his safety ; for, when the marines had fired, tlij

Indians rushed among them, and forced them into tli«

water, where four of them were killed : their lieutj

nant was wounded, but fortunately escaped, and wj

taken up by the pinnace. Captain Cook was then tlit

only one remaining on the rock : he was observt't

making (or the pinnace, holding his left hand againsj

the back of his head, to guard it from the stones, and

carrying his musket under the other arm. An Indian

was seen following him, but with caution and tiniidit\

for he stopped once or twice, as if undetermined t(

proceed. At last he advanced upon him unawares]

and with a large club, or commoii/ stake, gave liim

blow on the back of the head, and then precij)itat('lvj

retreated. The stroke seemed to have stunned Cajv

tain Cook : he staggered a few paces, then fell on [\'\i

hand and one knee, and dropped his musket. As lie

was rising, and before he could recover his feet, ano-l

ther Indian stabbed him in the back of the neck w'm
an iron dagger. He then fell into a bit of water aboul

knee deep, where others crowded upon him, and eiH

deavoured to keep him under: but struggling vcrv

strongly with them, he got his head up, and castiiii]

his look towards the pinnace, seemed to solicit assist-

ance. Though the boat was not above five or si>

yards distant from him, yet from the crowded and con-

fused state of the crew, it seems, it was not in their

power to save him. The Indians got him under ai;;ain,|

but in deeper water : he was, however, able to get liisf

head up once more, and being almost spent in tlicj

* I have been informed on the best authority, that, in tlioj

opinion of Captain Philips, wiio commanded the marines, audi

whose judgment must be of the greatest weight, it is extremely
j

doubtful whether any thing could successfully have been doiiej

to preserve tlie life of Captain Cook, even if no mistake haiij

been connnitted un the part of the launch.
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Hru!?{?lR, Jie ndturHlIy turned to the rock, and was en-

^.a\ourin<^ to support himself by it, when a savage

Irave liim a blow with a club, and he was seen alive no

lore. They hauled him up lifeless on the rocks,

Ifliere they seemed to take a savage pleasure in using

Ivery barbarity to his dead body, snatching the dag-

jjers out of each other's hands, to have the horrid

Ltislaction of piercing the fallen victim of their bar-

|i«r»us rage.
" I need make no reflection on the great loss we

liuliered on this occasion, or attempt to describe what
lie It'it. It is enough to say, that no man was ever

Lre beloved or admired : and it is truly painful to

lellect, that he seems to have fallen a sacrifice merely
lilir want of being properly supported ; a fate, singu>

llirly to be lamented, as having fallen to his lot, who
tad ever been conspicuous for his care of those under

Ills command, and who s emed, to the last, to pay as

[niuoh attention to their preservation, as to that of his

own life.

'• If any thing could have added to the shame and
idignation universally felt on this occasion, it was to

Itiiid, that his i^emains had been deserted, and left ex-

posed on the beach, although they might have been
brought off. It appears, from the information of four

or five midshipmen, who arrived on the spot at the

lonclusion of the fatal business, that the beach was
ihen almost entirely deserted by the Indians, who at

li'n<(th had given way to the fire of the boats, and dis-

IfKTsed through the town : so that there seemed no
hfreat obstacle to prevent the recovery of Captain

Cook's body ; but the lieutenant returned on board

[williout making the attempt. It is unnecessary to

iKveil longer on this painful subject, and to relate the

icomplaints and censures that fell on the conduct of the

licuhMiant. It will be suflicient to observe, that they

J

were so loud as to oblige Captain C\crke publicly to

[notice them, and to take the depositions of his accusers

ilown in writing. The captain's bad state of health

Uud approaching dissolution, it is supposed, induced
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160 CAPTAIN COOK S

him to destroy these pa;>ers a short time before hii

death.
" It is a painful task to be obliged to notice ciroumJ

stances which seem to reflect upon the character oj

any man. A strict regard to truth, however, com]
pelled me to the insertion of these facts, which I hav(

oflTered merely as facts, without presuming to conned
with them any comment of my own : esteeming it th<

part of a faithful historian, * to extenuate nothing, noil

set down aught in malice.'
" The fatal accident happened at eight o'clock in tlu

morning, about an hour after Captain Cook lauded]

It did not seem that the king, or his sons, were wit]

nesses to it : but it is supposed, that they withdrew ir

the midst of the tumult. The principal actors were the

other chiefs, many of them the king's relations and

attendants : the man who stabbed him with the dagj,'t'i

was called Nooah. I happened to be the only one

who recollected his person, from having on a forme*

occasion mentioned his name in the journal I kept,

was induced to take particular notice of him, more

from his jiersoual appearance than any other considera^

tion, though he was of high rank, and a near relatior

of the king : he was stout and tall, with a fierce lool

and demeanour, and one who united in his figure the

two qualities of strength and agility, in a greater degree

than ever I remembered to have seen before in anj

other man. His age might be about thirty, and by the

white scurf on his skin, and his sore eyes, he appeared

to be a hard drinker of kava. He was a constant conii

panion of the king, with whom I first saw him, whed

he paid a visit to Captain Clerke. The chief who lirst

struck Captain Cook with the club, was called Kari-

mauo, craha, but I did not know him by his name.

These circumstances I learned of honest Kaireekea, tlief

priest ; who added, that they were both held in great

esteem on account of that action : neither of theiiij

came near us afterwards. When the boats left the|

shore, the Indians carried away the dead body of Cap

tain Cook and those ofthe marines, to the rising grouud,!
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IS, were wiM

jt the back of the town, where we could plainly see

I
them with our glasses from the ships.

" This most melancholy accident appears to have

Iheen altogether unexpected and unforeseen, as well on
ibe part of the natives as ourselves. I never saw suf-

pfieiit reason to induce me to believe, that there was
mv thing of design, or a preconcerted plan on their

hi(ic, or that they purposely sought to quarrel with us

:

thieving, which gave rise to the whole, they were
t()ually guilty of in our first and second visits. It was
lite cause of every misunderstanding that happened
ItH'tween us: their petty thefts were generally over-

Jlijoked, but sometimes slightly punished : the boat,

Iwliich they at last ventured to take away, was an ob-

Iject of no small magnitude to people in our situation,

Klio could not possibly replace her, and therefore not

iglitly to be given up. We had no other chance of
Irecovcring her, but by getting the person of the king
iutoour possession : on our attempting to do that, the

Datives became alarmed for his safety, and naturally

opposed those whom they deemetl his enemies. In the

Ludden conflict that ensued, we had the unspeakable

Jinisfortune of losing our excellent commander, in the

Imauner already related. It is in this light the affair

pas always appeared to me, as entirely accidental, and
liiot in the least owing to any previous offence re-

ceived, or jealousy of our second visit entertained by
Itlie natives.

" Pareah seems to have been the principal instru-

Inient in bringing about this fatal disaster. We learned

ittervvards, that it was he who had employed some
Ipple to steal the boat: the king did not seem to be
[privy to it, or even apprized of what had happened^

11 Captain Cook landed.
" It was generally remarked, that, at first, the In-

lilians showed great resolution in facing our firearms
;

t)ut it was entirely owing to ignorance of their eflect.

iTIiey thought that their thick mats would defend them
from a bail as well as from a stone; but being soon

jfoiivinced of their error, vet still at a loss to account
Ihow isiK^h execution was done among them, they had
|rir()iirsr to a Stratagem, which, though if answered u»
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other purpose, served to sliow their ingcmiitv anc

quickness of invention. Observinjj; the Hashes of tli»

muskets, they naturally concluded, that water woulJ
counteract their effect, and therefore, very sacfaoiouslvj

dijjped their mats, or armour, in the sea, just as the^

came on to face our people : but finding this last n
source to fail them, they soon dispersed, and left Ih^

beach entirely clear. It was an object they nevci

neglected, even at the greatest hazard, to carry of

their slain ; a custom, probably owing to the barbariti

with which they treat the dead body of an enemy, anc

the trophies they make of his bones."

In consequence of this barbarity of disposition, the

whole remains of Captain Cook could not be recovtredj

For, though every exertion was made for that pur-j

pose ; though .egotiations and threatenings were alterj

nately employed, little more than the principal part o(

his bones (and that with great difliculty) could be

procured. By the possession of them, our navigatorii

were enabled to perform the last oflices to their eminenj

and unfortunate commander. The bones, having bec"

put into a coffin, and the service being read over thei

were committed to the deep, on the 21st, with tlic

usual military honours. What were the feelings ol

the companies of both the ships, on this occasion, mus^

be left to the world to conceive ; for those who wen
present know, that it is not in the power of any pen tc

express them.

A promotion of officers followed the decease of Cap-|

tain Cook. Captain Clerke having succeeded of course

to the command of the expedition, removed on board

the Resolution. By him Mr. Gore was appointed cap-j

tain of the Discovery, and the rest of the lieutcnantil

obtained an addition of rank, in their proper orderJ

Mr. Harvey, a midshipman, Avho had been in the last

as well as the present voyage, was promoted to the

vacant lieutenancy.

Not long after Captain Cook's death, an event oc-j

curred in Europe, which had a particular relation U

the voyage of our navigator, and which was so honour-j

able to himself, and to the great nation from whom it

proceeded, that it is no small pleasure to me to bt
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,I,lo to lay the transaction somewhat at large before

rtiv readers. What I refer to is, the letter which was
Lvsiicd, on the 19th of March, 1779, by M. Sartine,

stcretary of the marine department at Paris, and sent

10 all the commanders of French ships. The rescript

was as follows :
" Captain Cook, who sailed from Ply-

mouth in July, 1776, on board the Resolution, in com-
pany with the Discovery, Captain Gierke, in order ta

make some discoveries on the coasts, islands, and seas

ol Japan and California, being on the point of return-

in* to Europe ; and such discoveries being of general

utility to all nations, it is the king's pleasure, that Cap-

tain Cook shall be treated as a commander of a neutral

and allied power, and that all captains of armed vessels,

v\c. who may meet that famous navigator, shall make
him acquainted with the king's orders on this behalf,

liiit, at the same time, let him know, that on his part

!;i' must refrain from all hostilities." By the Marquis
ot Condorcet we are informed, that this measure origi-

nated in the liberal and enlightened mind of that

ellent citiztm and statesman, M. Turgot. "When
iir," says the marquis, " was declared between France

and England, M. Turgot saw how honourable it would
k to the French nation, that the vessel of Captain

Cook should be treated with respect at sea. He com-
posed a memorial, in which he proved, that honour,

reason, and even interest, dictated this act of respect

for humanity ; and it was in consequence of this me-
morial, the author of which was unknown during his

life, that an order was given not to treat as an enemy
the common benefactor of every European nation."

Whilst great praise is due to M. Turgot, for having
suggested the adoption of a measure which hath con-

tributed so much to the reputation of th( French go-

vernment, it must not be forgotten, that the first thought
ot such a plan of conduct was probably owing to l)r.

Benjamin Franklin. Thus much, at least, is certain,

lliat this eminent philosopher, when ambassador at

Paris from the United States of America, preceded
the court of France in issuing a similar requisition ; a
fopy of which cannot fail of being acceptable to the

reader.
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"To all Captains and Commanders of armed Shins;

actin<i^ by Coinmission from the Congress of llu^

United States of America, now in war with Great
Britain.

" Gentlemen,

*• A ship having been fitted out from England before

the commencement of this war, to make discoveries of

new countries in unknown seas, under the conduct of

that most celebrated navigator and discoverer, Captain

Cook ; an undertaking truly laudable in itself, as tlit^

increase of geographical knowledge facilitates the com-

munication between distant nations, in the excliaii;;((

pf useful products and manufactures, and the extension

of arts, whereby the common enjoyments of human life

are multiplied and augmented, and science of oth(!r

kinds increased, to the benefit of mankind in general—

This is therefore most earnestly to recommend to everv

one of you, that in case the said ship, which is now
expected to be soon in the European seas on her return,

should ha[)pen to fell into your hands, you would not y

consider her as an enemy, nor suffer any plunder to be

made of the effects contained in her, nor obstruct her

immediate return to England, by detaining her, or

sending her into any other part of Europe, or to Aim
rica ; but that you would treat the said Captain Cook
and his people with all civility and kindness, aftbrdin<(j

them, as common friehds to mankind, all the assistancej

in your power, which they may happen to stand in

need of. In so doing you will not only gratify the

generosity of your own dispositions, but there is iiol

doubt of your obtaining the approbation of the Coii-|

gress, and your other American owners.
" I have the honour to be,

Gentlemen,
Your most obedient,

humble servant,

B. Franklin,
" Minister Plenipotentiary'

from the Congress of tli(!|

United States, at the Court?

of France."

" At Passy, near Pa-
ris, this 10th day of
March, 1779.
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It is observable that, as Dr. Franklin acted on his

own authority, he could only earnestly recommend to

iht; commanders of American armed vessels not to con-
sider Captain Cook as an enemy ; and it is somewhat
remarkable, that he mentions no more than one ship

;

Captain Gierke not being noticed in the requisition.

In the confidence which the doctor expressed, with
respect to the approbation of Congress, he happened
to be mistaken. As the members of that asscmblv, at

least wijh regard to the greater part of them, were not
possessed of minds equally enlightened with that of

their ambassador, he was not supported by his masters

in this noble act of humanity, of love to science, and of

liberal policy. The orders he had given were instantly

reversed ; and it was directed by Congress, that espe-

cial care should be taken to seize Captain Cook, if an

opportunity of doing it occurred. All this proceeded
from a false notion, that it would be injurious to tin?

United States for the English to obtain a knowledge of
the opposite coast of America.
The conduct of the court of Spain was regulated by

similar principles of jealousy. It was apprehended by
that court, that there was reason to be cautious of

granting, too easily, an indulgence to Captain Cook

;

since it was not certain what mischiefs might ensue to

the Spaniards from a northern passage to their Ameri-
can dominions. M. de Beliuga, a Spanish gentleman
and officer, of a liberal and a philosophical turn o'f

mind, and who was a member of the Royal Society of

London, endeavoured to prevail upon the Count of

Florida Blanca, and M. d'Almodaver, to grant an

order of protection to the Resolution and Discovery
;

and he flattered himself, that the ministers of the King
of Spain would be prevailed upon to prefer the cause
of science to the partial views of interest : but the

Spanish government was not capable of rising to so

enlarged and magnanimous a plan of policy. To the

French nation alone, therefore, was reserved the ho-

nour of setting an example of wisdom and humanity,
which, I trust, vvill not hereafter be so uncommon in

the history of mankind. * - . ^
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1G6 C/xrTAiN cook's third voyage.

The pro«jfrcss of i]w voyaj^e, ai'trr ilu- decease

Captain Cook, <loth not fall >vitliin tho desis^n ol ll

present narrative*. .

CHAP. VII.

Cliaracier of Captain Cook.— Effects of his Voiiaires.--

Testimonies of Applause.—Commemorations of h\>

Services.—Regard paid to his Family.—Concliidon.

From tlie relation that has been jijiven of Captain

Cook's course of life, and of the important events in

which he was en^a^ed, my readers cannot be stranj^ors

to his general character. This, therefore, mijj^lit be

left to be collected from his actions, which are the bfst

exhibitions of the great qualities of his mind. But,

perhaps, were I not to endeavour to afford a suminarv

view of him in these respects, T • ight be thouglit to

fail in that duty which I owe to ti.. public on the pre-

sent occasion.

It cannot, I think, be denied, that genius belonfjed

to Captain Cook in an eminent degree. By genius L

do not here understand imagination merely, or tliat

power of culling the flowers of fancy which poetry

delights in ; but an inventive mind ; a mind full of

resources ; and which, by its own native vigour, ean

suggest noble objects of pursuit, and the most eflectual

methods of attaining them. This faculty was possessed

by our navigator in its full energy, as is evident from

the uncommon sagacity and penetration which he dis-

covered in a vast variety of critical and difiicult situa-

tions.

To genius Captain Cook added application, without

which nothing very valuable or permanent can l)e ac-

complished, even by the brightest capacity. For aii

unremitting attention to whatever related to his pro-

fession, he was distinguished in early life. In every

affair that was undertaken by him, his assiduity was

* The particulars of the voyage, after the death of Captain

Cook, of which it did not fall under Dr. Kippia's plan to givo

a narrative, will be found in the Appendix.

ttithou

aer lu

Miinian

to esca

The

lollowe

w

».

liich,

jation,

iliis re

lisadvi

.TCSS ii

;
|iarti(3U

: h|?th,

ni'cessa

: his voy

proficic

I
iiition, i

(learne

h the

actions.

Anot

Cdok, '

Itlie noh

^ed,

Iter: in

a super:

he aim

iliein,tl

bve d(

Itirinnes

>Vha
1 iinderti

Ot this

j
1 aunts

the lib<

The fii

he pros

east CO

with t

perpeti

iiid ha



CHARACTER OF CAPTAIN COOK. 167

*JS" of til.

!»l

Voifages.-

>ns of hh
mdui'um.

of Captain

t events in

K strans^crs

niijrlit he

re tile best

ind. But,

a suminarv

thoii«,'lit to

)n the prc-

i lielontred

y genius 1

y, or tliat

ich poetry

nd full of

igour, ean

t eifectual

possessed

dent from

li he (lis-

eult situa-

I, without

can he ac-

For an

his pro-

In every

iuity was

of Captain

ilan to give

^

li

%
H

thout interruption, and without ahatenient. Where-
],u'r he oame, he sullered nothing, vvhieh was (it for a

iiman to know or to practise, to pass unnoticed, or

10 escape his diligence.

The genius and application of Captain Cook wen;
followed hy'd large extent of knowledge; a knowledge
HJiich, besides a consummate acquaintance with navi-

gation, comprehended a number of other sciences. In
iliis respect the ardour of his mind rose abo\e the

disadvantages of a very confined education. His pro-

jess in the dilfercnt branches of the mathematics, and
particularly in astronomy, became so eminent, that, at

length, he was able to take the lead in making the

ni'cossary observations of this kind, in the course of
bis voyages. He attained likewise to such a degree of
proficiency in general learning, and the art of compo-
sition, as to be able to express himself with a manly
ilearness and propriety, and to become respectable

a> the narrator, as well as the performer, of great
actions.

Another thing, strikingly conspicuous in Captain
Cdok, was the perseverance with which he pursued
(lie noble objects to which his life was devoted. This,

indeed, was a most distinguished feature in his charac-

ter: in this he scarcely ever had an equal, and never
asuperior. Nothing could divert him from the points

lie aimed at ; and he persisted in the prosecution of
them, through diihcultiesand obstructions,which would
have deterred minds of very considerable strength and
(irinness.

What enabled him to persevere in all his mighty
undertakings was the invincible fortitude of his spirit.

or this, instances without number occur in the ac-

^ counts of his expeditions ; two of which I shall take

the liberty of recalling to the attention of my readers.

The first is, the undaunted magnanimity with which
he prosecuted his discoveries along the whole south-

east coast of New Holland. Surrounded as he was
with the greatest possible dangers, arising from the

perpetual succession of rocks, shoals, and breakers,

and having a ship that was almost shaken to pieces by

«
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repeated perils, liis vi«;(»roiis iniiul had a reirani lo

nutliint^ but what he thought was required ol liim hy
his duty to the publie. It will not he easy to Hud, ju

the history of navigation, a |)arallel example of couih
geous exertion. The other circumstance I would nit r

to is the boldness with which, in his second voyairt,

after he left the Cape of Good Hope, he pushed for-

ward into unknown seas, and penetrated through innu-

merable mountains and islands of ice, in the siarcii of

a southern continent. It was like launching iiit(»

chaos : all was obscurity, all was darkness bel'ore liini

;

and no event can be compared with it, exceptinj; tin;

sailing of Magelhaens, from the straits which bear liis

name, into the Pacific Ocean.
The fortitude of Captain Cook, being founded upon

reason, and not upon instinct, was not an impetuous

valour, but accompanied with complete self-possession.

He was master of himself on every trying occasion,

and seemed to be the more calm and collected, llir

greater was the exigence of the case. In the most

perilous situations, when our commander had gi\(n

the proper directions concerning what was to be done

while he went to rest, he could sleep, during the hours

he had allotted to himself, with perfect composure and

soundness. Nothing could be a surer indication of an

elevated mind ; of a mind that was entirely satislitd

with itself, and the measures it had taken.

To all these great qualities Captain Cook added tlic

most amiable virtues. That it was impossible for any

one to excel him in humanity, is apparent from his

treatment of his men through all his voyages, and

from his behaviour to the natives of the countries

which were discovered by him. The health, the conve-

nience, and, as far as it could be admitted, the enjoy-

ment of the seamen, Tvere the constant objects of his

attention; and he was anxiouslv solicitous to ameliorati?

the condition of the inhabitants of the several islands

and places which he visited. With regard to their

thieveries, he candidly apologized for, and overlooked

many offences which others would have sharply i)n-

nished ; and when he was laid under an indispensaldo
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Ill the private relations of life, Captain Cook was
entitled to high commendation. He was excellent as

usband and a father, and sincere and steady in his

jiendships : ftnd to this it may he added, that he pos-

sessed that genei'ai sobriety and virtue of character,

uliich will always be found to constitute the best secu-

rity and ornament of e\ery other moral (|ualilication.

With the greatest benevolence and liumanity of

lisposition, Captain Cook was occasionally subject to

1 hastiness of temper. This, whicii has been exagge-
rated by the few (and they are indeed few) who are

^mitavourable to his memory, is acknowledged by his

lirieiids. It is mentioned both by Captain King and
|}lr. Samwell, in their delineations of his character.

Mr. Hayley, in one of his poems, calls him the mild

i'wk ; but, perhaps, that is not the happiest epithet

which could have been applied to him. Mere mildness

oan scarcely be considered as the most prominent
ind distinctive feature in the mind of a man, whose
|«\vers of understanding and of action were so strong

jnd elevated, who had such immense dilliculties to

*triiggle with, and who must frequently have been
tailed to the firmest exertions of authority and com-
mand.

Lastly, Captain Cook was distinguished by a pro-

perty which is almost universally the concomitant of

Iruly great men, and that is, a simplicity of manners.
Ill conversation he was unaffected and unassuming

;

rather backward in pushing discourse ; but obliging

and communicative in his answers to those who ad-

dressed him for the purposes of information. It was not

possible that, in a mind constituted like his, such a

paltry quality as vanity could find an existence.

In this imperfect delineation of Captain Cook's cha-

racter, I have spoken of him in a manner which is

lully justified by the whole course of his life and ac-

tions, and which is perfectly agreeable to the senti-

ments of those who were the most nearly connected

1^
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with him in the habits of intimacy and IVit ntlshipj

The pictures which some of them have drawn of liim,;

though they have already been presented to tlie |)ul»lic,

cannot here with propriety be omitted. Captain KiD-rl

has expressed himself concerning him in the fulh)\viii'^

terms: " Th^^ constitution of his body was robust,

i*)ured to labour, and capable of undergoinj; the se-

verest hardships. His stomach bore, >vithout dillicultv,

the coarsest and most ungrateful food :—Great was IIk;

indifference with which he submitted to every kind of

self-denial. The qualities of his mind were of llic

same hardy vigorous kind with those of his body.

His understanding was strong and perspicacious. His

judgment, in whatever related to the services he was

engaged in, quick and sure. His designs were h(U\

and manly ; and both in the conception, and in tin;

mode of execution, bore evident marks of a great ori-

ginal genius. His courage was cool and determined,

and accompanied v/ith an admirable presence of mind

in the moment of dauber. His temper might j)erlia|)s

have been justly blamed, as subject to hastiness and
|

passion, had not these been disarmed by a disposition ^
the most benevolent and humane.

** Such were the outlines of Captain Cook's rha

racter : but its most distinguishing, feature was ii.;U

unremitting perseverance in the pursuit of his oljcct,

which was not only superior to tht opposition of dan-

gers, and the pressure of hardships, but even exemj)t

from the want of ordinary relaxbtion. During the lonj,^

a.^,d tedious voyages in which he was engaged, liis

eagerness and activity were never in the least abated.

No incidental temptation could detain him for a mo-

ment: even those interval;'^ of recreation, which som"

times unavoidal)ly occurred, and were looked for liv

us with a longing, that persons, who have experienced

the fatigues of service, will readily excuse, A^ere sub-

mitted to by him with a certain impatience, wbencer
they could not be employed in nipking a farther provi-

|
fi^ution of his desii-ns." f
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fncn(lsliip.&, rined, which are universally known, ami have ranked

cry kind of

ere of llic

his body,

cious. fl is

ices he whA
were bcid

and in tlu;

a j^reat ori-

letermined,

ce of iniiid

;ht perhaps

stiness and

is name above that of any navigator of ancient or of

3iO(lern tinics. Nature had endowed him with a mind
ii2[orous and comprehensive, which in his riper years

iie had cultivated with care and industry. His general

ledffe was extensive and various : in that of his

iwn of 111 in,

the public,

iptain Kiiii;

e followiiiir

kvas robust,-
^

»ing the se-

lf diilieulty,

eat was IIh;
f'

resolution; with a genius peculiarly turned for enter

\m\ profession he was unequalled. With a clear judg-

'i ^3ifiit, stronj^ masculine sense, and the most determined

rise, he pursued his object with unshaken persever-

^iiice:—vigilant and active in rn eminent d'uree:—
ool and intrepid among dangers; patient and firm

ijnder dilUcuUics and distress; fertile in expedients;

jreat and original in all his designs ; active and re-

imiIvvhI in carryin/y them into execution. These cjua-

jiitii's rendered hi'n the animating spirit of the expedi-

|iioii: in every situation he stood unrivalled and
|iloiie ; on him a!l eyes were turned ; he was our lead-

ifl<,^star, which, at its setting, left us involved in dark-

ness and despair.
" His constitution was strong, his mode of living

disposition Iv, tinperate. He was a modest man, and rather bash-

:al; of an agreeable lively conversation, sensible and
ook's clia *, litL'iiigent. Jn his temper he was somewhat hasty, but

a disposition the most friendly, benevolent, andwas 1 1. Ml i
I:

en exeinj)t

gthe lon^^

imaged, his

ist abatt'd.

for a 1110-

nieh soni""

cd for liv

perienccd

\vere siil»-

whene'.»r

ler provi-

i desjriis."

Sam well,

has per- I*

his object, I liumane. His person was above six fiM't high, and,
on of (laii- I liliough a good looking man, he was plain botii in ad-

tlirss and appearance. His head was small ; hi^ hair,

jffliic'h was a dark brown, he won; tied behind. His

I
lace was illU of expression ; his noi^e exceedingly well

jliaped ; his eyesi, which were small and of a brown
•ast, were quick and piercing; his ey<'brows promi-
ifiit, which gave his countenance altogether an air of
austerity.

" He was beloved by his peojle, who looked uj) to

dim as to a fathe*, and obeyed his comman<ls with
alacrity. The confidence we p'ae^vl in him was unre-

mitting; our admiration of his great talents, unbounded ;

"ur esteem for his good qualities, affectionate and
M lice re.

" He was remarkably distinguished for the activity

"I his mind : it was that which enabhid him to pay mi
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'^'- ml
hi

unwearied attention to every ohject of the srr\if

The strict economy he ol)served in the expeiiditurc c

the ship's stores, and the unremittinjj^ care he tui[)lo\ t i

for the preservation of the heaUh of his people , \ut]

the causes that enabled him to prosecute disco vcrit;

in remote parts of the globe, for such a lenirth of iImk

as had been deemed impracticable by former iKivi;,^}

tors. The method he discovered for preserviiij; tlij

health of seamen in lon<^ voyages will transmit liii

name to posterity as the friend and benefiactor of rnaiij

kind: the success which attended it aftbrded this tnil

great man more satisfaction than the distiiii^uisli.

fame that attended his discoveries.
" England has been unanimous in her trihiit<'

applause to his virtues, and all Europe has borne t(

timony to his merit. There is hardly a corner of tin

earth, however refinote and savage, that will not ion:

remember his benevolence and humanitv. The jjraft!

ful Indian, in time to come, pointing to the herds <jnz

ing his fertile plains, will relate to his children how tii

first stock of them was introduced into the conntr\

and the name of Cook will be remembered among (host

benign spirits, whom they worship as the source oi

every good, and the fountain of every blessing."

At the conclusion of the Introduction to the Voyan(

to the Pacific Ocean is an eulogium on Captain Cnokj

drawn up by one of his own profession, of whom it \i

said, that he is not more distinguished by the eitMatioi

of rank, than by the dignity of private virtues. Tlioui

this excellent eulogium must lie known to many, ami

perhaps to most of my readers, they will not be dis

j)leased at having the greater part of it brought t(

their recollection.

Captain James Cook " possessed," says the write

*' in an eminent degree, all the fpialifi<'ations re(|uisil()

for his profession and great undertakings; togctln

with the amiable and worthy qualities of the best hmii.

" Cool and deliberate in judging: sagacious in dv

termining: active in executing: steady and persf^cr

ing in enterprising from vigilance and unreniittini;'

caution : unsubdued by labour, difiiculties, and disap

pointments: fertile in expedients: never wanting pre-j
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,nce of mind; always possessing himself, and the full

-je of a sound understanding-.

I
" Mild, just, but exact in discipline: he was a father

jo his people, who were attached to him from aflection,

Ijiid obedient from confidence.
'•

' His knowledge, his experience, his sagacity, ren-

ificd him so entirely master of his subject, that the

.reatest obstacles were surmounted, and the most dan-

vroiis na\ igations became easy, and almost safe, under
,is direction.

" Hy his benevolent and unabating attention to the

mlfare of his ship's company, he discovered and intro-

iiiccd a system for the preservation of the liealth of
mncn in long voyages, which has proved wonderfully
'llicacious.

' Tlie death of this eminent and valuable man was
a loss to mankind in general ; and particularly to be
rplored by every nation that respects useful accom-
lishments, that honours science, and loves the bene-

loleut and amiable affections of the heart. It is still

more to be deplored by this country, which may justly

liitast of having produced a man hitherto unequalled
l(ir nautical talents ; and that sorrow is farther aggra-

lated by the reflection, that his country was deprived
|ot this ornament by the enmity of a people, from whom,
deed, it might have been dreaded, but from whom it

jtvas not deserved. For, actuated always by the most
attentive care and tender compassion for the sa^ ages
m general, this excellent man was ever assiduously

endeavouring, by kind treatment, to dissipate their

Itars, and court their friendship; overlooking their

lii( (ts and treacheries, and frequently interposing, at

tlic hazard of his life, to protect them from the sudden
resentment of his own injured people.
" Traveller ! contemplate, admire, revere, and emu-

late this great master in his profession; whose ski^

iiiui labours have enlarged natural philosojdiy ; have
'At(M ded nautical science ; and have disclosed the long
loneealed and admirable arrangements of the Almighty
ill the formation of this globe, and, at the same time,

ilie arrogance of mortals, in presuming to ac<;ouut, by
ilieir speculations, fur the laws by which he was pleased

t H
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p.

to create it. It is now discovered, beyond all iloulij

that llie same jj^reat Beinp^ wiio created tlie n»ii\(>|J

l)y hhjiat, by the same ordained onr earth to krcp
just |)oise, without a correspondinj^ southern contiiu nl

and it does so. He stretches out the mrrth over the euipt]

])Uice, atid hangeth the earth upon rwthintr. Job, xwi. 7.

" If the arduous but exact researches of tliis extra

ordinary man have not discovered a new world, tin]

have dis(M)vered s(^as unnavit^ated and unknown Uvi'um

They have made us acquainted with islands, pco|»l(

and productions of which we had no conception. An^
if he has not bccMi so fortunate as Ameri(;us, to |;i\i

his name to a continent, his pretensions to such a diiJ

tinction remain unrivalled; and he will be rcvcnj
while there remains a paj^e of his own modest accouii

of his voyages, and as lonu^ as mariners and v^co;;ra

])hcrs shall be instructed, by his new map of the soulhin

hemisphere, to trace the various courses and discos (

ries he has made.
" If public services merit public acknowled«;nirn1s

if the man, who adorned and raised the fame of iii^

country, is deserving? of honours, then Captain Cool

deserves to have a monument raised to his meniorv I

a «:;enerous and ffrateful nation.
* Virtutis uberrimum alimentum est honos.'

\'a\. Maximus, lib. ii. (?ap. fi."

The last character I sliall here insert of Ca|)lalti

Cook comes from a learned writer, who, in coiisc

quence of some disagreements which arc understood t(

have subsisted between him and our pjreat navijjatorj

cannot be suspected of intending to celebrate him iii

the language of ilattery. Dr. Reinhold Forster, haviiii

given a short account of the captain's death, adds aij

i'ollows: " Thus fell this truly glorious and justly ad-|

mired navigator. If we consider his extreme al)iliti('s^

both natural and acquired, the tirmness and constancy

of his mind, his truly paternal care for the crew iiH

trusted to him, the amiable manner with which li(

knew how to gain the friendship of all the savage and

uncultivated nations, and even his conduct towards liinj

friends and acquaintance, we must acknowledge hiriil

to have been one of the grcatust men of his age, ajRlf

lbs
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hi

mi reason jiistWir-s the tear wliieh friendship pays to

,is nieniorv." After sueh an encomium on (*aptain

|i'(iok, h^ss regard mav justly be paici to the deductions

riiin it, which are added hy J)r. Forster. What he
;|satli said (^oncerninj^ the captain's temper seems to

Ikave received a tincture of exa^^^eration, from preju-

liice and personal animosity ; and the Doctor's insinu-

itiori, that our navi«j^ator obstructed Lieutenant Pick-

rrsifiU's promotion, is, I have u^ood reason to believe,

uliolly jj;roundless. There is another error which
must not pass unnoticed. Dr. Forster puts in his caveat

yaiiist J^'ivinjr the name of Cook's Straits to the Straits

vtneen Asia and America, discovered by -Beering.

But if the Doctor had read the Voyage to the Pacific

Ocean, published by authority, he would have seen,

hi there was no clesij^n of robbing Peering of the

ioiiour to which he was entitled.

From a survey of Captain Cook's c!iaract<«r, it is

natural to extend our rellections to thi> effects of the

«veral expeditions in which he was <'ngaged. These,

iuleed, must have largely appeared in the g(!neral

iistory of his Life; and they ha\e finely been dis-

played by Dr. Douglas, in his admirable Introduction
ill the Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, L'nder the conduct

I so able a guide, I shall subjoin a short view of the

iiihject.

It must, however be observed, that, with regard to

lie three principal consequences of tnir great na\iga-

nderstood tA ;t's transa(5tions, I have nothing turther to otter.

; navigator yiiese are, his having tlispelled the illusion of a Terra

rate him ir flMt^tralis Incognita ; his demonstration of," the imprac-

•ster, haviiiju liicalnlity of a northern passage fi'om the Pacific to the

;ath, adds a; ^Atlantic Ocean ; vid his ha\ing established a sure mc-

d justly ad- ; iliud of preserving the health of seamen in the lon^rci^t

lie abilities, loyages, and throngh every variety ef" latitude and

constancy! 5 jclimate. Corcerning each of these ct|Htal objects, I

ic crew ill- iliau' alreaiiv so fully spoken, that it is not in my power
which lio |;|li) add to tlu; impression of their imporlanre, and of

savage and rjluidain Cook's iiorits in rtdation to tbem, which, I

towards Ills liiiist, is firndy fi^ed on tlie mind of e4er> reanier.
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lis age, ajidfc

•nd all doiili

the uiii\(.r

rth to keep
I'HJ contiiirti

)rer ilw mpt
Job, \\vi.7

of this extr

V world, till

niown Ik Ibr

ands, pcoj)!

eption. All

'i(;us, to giv

to such a (11

I hr, reven
jdest accoiii

and geogr;

['the son then

and discov

vvledgnirnts

fame of iij

'aptaiii Coo
s nieniorv b

lOS.'

ii. cap. G."

of Captait

o, in consc

\i i I

il I

.» Hi

^

1



176 EFFECTS OF

advantage accrulnj^ to the Avorld from our late survev

oi' the globe, is, that they have confuted fanciful tlui

ries, too likely to give birth to impracticable under
takings. The ingenious reveries of speculative phiio

sophers, which have so long amused the learned, an

raised the most sanguine expectations, are now oi)lin'

to submit, perhaps with reluctance, to the sober dictate

of truth and experience. Nor will it be only by di>

couraging future unprofitable searches, that the lal

voyages will be of service to mankind, but also b

lessening the dangers and distresses formerly experi

enced in those seas which are within the actual line o

commerce and navigation. From the British discove

ries many commercial improvements may be expecte

to arise in our own times : but, in future ages, suel;

improvements may be extended to a degree, of wliieli

at present, we have no conception. In the long cliai

of causes and effects, no one can tell how widely an

beneficially the mutual intercourse of the various inlia

bitants of the earth may hereafter be carried on, i

consequence of the means of facilitating it, which hav

been explored and pointed out by Captain Cook.

The interests of science, as well as of commerce

stand highly indebted to this illustrious navigator,

That a knowledge of the globe on which we live is

very desirable object, no one can call in question

This is an object which, while it is ardently pursuet

by the most enlightened philosophers, is sought I'o

with avidity, even by those whose studies do not carr

them beyond the low(!st rudiments of learning. 1

need not be said what grati ligation Captain Cook hatl

provided for the world in this respect. Before tin

voyages of the present reign took ])laee, nearly hal

the surface of the earth was hidden in obscurity am

confusion. From the disc^overies of our navigator,

j^eoifraphv has assumed a new face, and become, iri

great measure, a new science ; having attained to su( li|

a (^oiupletion, as to leave only some less important part,^

iii the globe to be e\))lored by future voyagers*. |

* Lieutenant Koberls'H admirabl- chart will set this maltir

in the strongest light.
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flappily for the advancement of knowledge, ac(|ui-

.iiions cannot be obtained in any one branch, witluuit

Hiding to acquisitions in other branches, of equal, and
iiiliaps of superior consequence. New oceans cannot

.( traversed, or new countries visited, without pre-

MUting fresh objects of speculation and in(|uiry, and
carrying the practice, as well as the theory, of phi-

losophy to a higher degree of perfection. Nautical

istronomii, in particular, was in its infancy, when the

iate voyages were first undertjiken ; but, during the

iirosecution of them, and especially in Captain Cook's
last expedition, even many of the petty officers could

iliserve the distance of the moon from the sun, or a

jtar, the most delicate of all observations, with sufli-

rit'iit accuracy. As for the officers of superior rank,

tliev would have felt themselves ash imed to have it

'iiought that they did not know how to observe for,

Jinl compute the time at sea ; though such a thing had,

J little before, scarcely been heard of among seamen.

\av, firstrate ])hilosophers had doubted the possibility

jot doing it with the exactness that could be wished.

lit must, however, be remembered, that a large share

M praise is due to the Board of Longitude, for the

jproliciency of the gentlemen of the n'dxy in taking ob-

l^trvations at sea. In consequence of the attention of

iiliat board to this important object, liberal rewards
!ia\o been given to mathematicians for perfecting the

iuimr tables, and facilitating calculations ; and artists

iia\p been amply encouraged in the construction of

iistruments and watches, much more accurately and
tiipletely adapted to the purposes of navigation than

lorinerly existed.

It is needless to mention what a quiintity of addi-

ioiial information has been gain<*d with respect to the

nM' and times of the ilowing of the tides; the direc-

iiiii and force of currents at sea; and the cause and

laliire of the polarity of t!«e needle, and the theory of

iits \ariations. Natural knowledge has been increased

'"^ experiments on the eil'ects of gravity in dift'erent

find very distant places ; and irom Captain Cook's
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havini^ penetrated so far into the Southern Of^eaii, it

now ascertained, tliat the phenomenon, usually cHlitd

the Aurora Borealis, is not peculiar to hij^h northcri

latitudes, but belonsjfs equally to all cold climatesJ
whether they be north or south.

Amidst the dillerent branches of science that \mMx
been promoted by the late expeditions, there is none

perhaps, that stands so highly indebted to them as il

science of botany. At least twelve hundr(;d no v plaiit^

have been added to the known system ; and lai-o-t

accessions of intelliji^ence have accrued with n^jjanl ui

every other part of natural history. This point hn^

already been evinced by the writings of Dr. Sparnnan,

of the two Forsters, father and son, and of Mr. Ptii-

nant ; and this point will illustriously be manirtsted

when the iijreat work of Sir Joseph Banks shall be ac

complished, and given to the world.

It is not to the enlargement of natural knowlcdof

only, that the effects arising from Captain Cooks
voyages are to be confined. Another important ohjccj

of study has been opened by them ; and that is, ilw^

study of human nature, in situations various, intcnst-

ing, and uncommon. The islands visited in the cciiIkj

of the South Pacific Ocean, and the principal scciu

of the operations of our discoverers, were untrochh n

ground. As the inhabitants, so lar as could be oli-l*

served, had continued, from their original settleni('iit|'

unmixed with any different tribe ; as they had Ix i il

left entirely to their own powers for every art of liiri

and to their own remote traditions for every politiciif

or religious custom or institution ; as they were uiiiiH

formed by science, and unimproved by education, llic'J

could not but afford many subjects of speculation to ar

inquisitive and |>hilosophieal mind. Hence may hA

collected a variety of Important facts with respect t(i

the state of man ; with resp(!ct to his attainments am^
deficiences, his virtues and vices, his employments aiiil

diversions, his feelings, manners, and customs, in >

certain period of society. Even the curiosities wliiti

have been brought from the discovered islands, aiK

which enrich the British Museum, and the late SiH
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Asliton Lover's rtipository, may be considered as a

valuable acfjuisition to this country; as supplying no
small fund of information and entertainment.

Few inquiries are more interesting than those which
relate to the migrations of the various families or

tribt;s that have peopled the earth. It Avas known in

;(tiieral, that the Asiatic nation, called Malayans, pos-

sessed, in former times, much the greatest trade in the

Indies ; and that they frequented, with their merchant
ships, not only all the coasts of Asia, but ventured
over even to the coasts of Africa, and particularly to

the great island of Madagascar. But that, from Ma-
dagascar to the Marquesas and Easter Island, that is,

nearly from the east side of Africa, till we approach
towards the west side of America, a space including

above half the circumference of the globe, the same
nation of the oriental world should have made their

settlements, and founded colonies throughout almost

every intermediate stage of this immense tract, in

islands at amazing distances from the mother continent,

and the natives of Avhich were ignorant of each otlierV

existence—is an historical fact, that, before Captain

Cook's voyages, could be but very imperfectly known.
He it is who hath discovered a vast number of new
spots of land lurking in the bosom of the South Pacific

Ocean, all the inhabitants of which display striking

evidences of their having derived their descent from
one common Asiatic original. Nor is this apparent

solely from a similarity of customs and institutions, but
is established by a proof which conveys irresistible

eoiiviction to the mind, and that is, the afiinity of lan-

guage. The collections that have been made of the

words v^ich are used in the widely diffused islands

and countries that have lately been visited, cannot fail,

in the hands of such men as a Biyant and a Marsden,

i
to throw much light on the origin of nations, and the

i peopling of the globe.—From Mr. Marsden, in parti-

\
eular, who has devoted his attention, time, and study

j
to this curious subject, the literary world may hereafter

! e\pe(!t to be highly instructed and entertained.
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If"

t

>\ liicli new information Ims Ix-rn derived from the vnv-

ai;t'S of our British navii^ators. That the Es(|niiri;m\.

who had hitherto only been found seated on the con.sts

of La!)radore and Hudson's Bay, aji^reed with \\ir.

Greeidanders in every eireunistanee of eustonis, man-
ners, and lanj^uapje, which could demonstrate an ori-

jl^inal identity of nation, had already been ascertained.

But that the same tribe now actually inhahil the

islands and coasts on the west side of North AincricH,

opposite Kamtschatka, was a discovery, the completion

of which was reserved for Captain Cook. From his

account it appears that these people have extended

their misfrations to Norton Sound, Oonalashka, and

Prince \Villiam's Sound ; that is, to nearly the distance

of tifteen hundred leagues from their stations in (ireeii-

land, and the coast of Labradore. Mor does this curious

fact rest merely on the evidence arisinjif from, simili

tude of manners: for it stands confirmed by a table ol

words, exhibitinsf such an atHnity of lansjuai^e as will

remove every doubt from the mind of the most sen!

pulous inquirer.

Other questions there are, of a very important na-

ture, the solution of which will now be rendered mon
easy than hath heretofore been apprehended. From

the full confirmation of the vici?nty of the two eonti

nents of Asia and America, it can no longer be rejin -

sented as ridiculous to believe, that the former fur-

nished inhabitants to the latter. Bv the facts recent Iv

discovered, a credibility is added to the Mt)sai(' ac-

count of the peopling of the earth. That account will,

I doubt not, stand the test of the most learned and

rigorous investigation. Indeed, I have long been eon

"vinced, after the closest meditation of which 1 am

capable, that sound philosophy and genuine revelation

never militate against each other. The rational friends

of religion are so far from dreading the spirit ol in

quiry, that they wish for nothing more than a camlid,

calm, and impartial examination of the subject, aeeoni

ing to all the lights which the imin'oved reason and

the enlarged science of man can ailbrd.

One great eftect of the voyages made under tin
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ronduet of Captain Cook, is their having excited a zeal

. lor similar undertakings. Other princes and other

I
nations are engaged in expeditions of navigation and

! fliscovery. By order of the French g(>veriiment,

! Mess, de la Peroust; and do Langh; sailed from Brest,

in August, 1785, in the frigates Boussolc and Astro-

loohe, on an enterprise, the express ])urposo of which
was the improvement of geography, astronomy, natural

liistory, and philosophy, and to collect accounts of

customs and manners. For the more elfectual prose-

cution of the design, several gentlemen were appointed

l(» go out upon the voyage, who were known to excel

ill different departments of science and literature. M.
Dagelet went as astronomer ; M. de la Martiniere, P.

Recevour, and M. de la Fresne, as naturalists ; and the

Chevalier de Lamanon and M. Monges, junior, as

natural philosophers. The ofKcers of the Boussole

,
were men of the best information, and the firmest reso-

lution : and the crew contained a number of artificers,

j

in various kinc. of mei^hanic cniployments. Marine
watches, and other instruments, Avere provided ; and
M. Dagelet was particularly directed to make obser-

1 nations with M. Condamine's in\ariable pendulum, to

I ilctcrmine the dittereiices in grai «ty, and to ascertain

tlu' true proportion of the equatorir*! to the polar dia-

nii'ter of the earth. From some acc»»uuts which have
alrcad}^ been received of tlies<' voyagers, it appears,

lliat they have explored the coast of California ; have
adjusted the situation of more than fifty places, almost

wholly unknown; and have visited Owliyhee, and the

rest of the Sandwich Islands. Whm the expedition

shall l^e completed, the whole result of it will doubt-
less be laid before the public*.

Although Captain Cook has made sue h vast disco-

veries in the Northern Ocean, on and betwetju the east

.

of Asia and the west coast of America, Mr. Coxe has

* An account of tliis voyai-o during the years 1785, 1780,
1787, and 1788, has been published in France, from papers
tiansniittcd at differ* iit times by La Perouse ; but nothing
I'iiice the year 1788 hn>^ been received relative to the progress
oftiie voyage, or the late of llie voyagers, yyho are all s>up-

poaed to have perisher by shipwreck.
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well shown that there is still room for a farther invcsli-

j!;atio!i of that part of the world. Accordincrlv, tlic

object has been taken up by the Empress of Russia,

who has committed the conduct of the enterprise to

Captain Billings, an Enfrlishman in her majesty's ser-

vice. As Captain Billings was with Captain Cook in

his last voyap^e, he may reasonably be supposed to Ite

properly qualified for the business he has und«'rtHkeii.

The design, with the execution of which he is in-

trusted, appears to be very extensive and important

;

and, if it should be crowned with success, cannot fail

of making considerable additions to the knowledge of

geography and navigation.

There is one event at home, which has evidently

resulted from Captain Cook's discoveries, and which,

therefore, must not be omitted. What I refer to, is tlie

settlement at Botany Bay. With the general poliey of

this measure the present narrative has not any coneern.

The plan, I doubt not, has been adopted with the best

intentions, after the maturest deliberation, and perhaps

with consummate wisdom. One evident advaiita;;(!

arising from it is, that it will effectually prevcMil a

number of unhappy wretches from returning to tlieir

former scenes of temptation and guilt, and may (pen to

them the means of industrious subsistence and moral

reformation. If it be wisely and prudently begun and

conducted, who can tell what beneficial consecpienees

may spring from it, in future ages] Immortal Rome is

said to have risen from the refuse of mankind.
AVhile we are considering the advantages the dis-

coverers hn\e derived from the late navigations, a(|ues-

tion naturally occurs, which is. What benefits liau'

hence accrued to the discovered ? It would be a souree

of the highest pleasure to be able to answer this (jues-

tion to complete satisfaction. But it must be acknow-

ledged, that the subjeirt is not wholly free from douhts

and difiiculties ; and these doubts and dilliculties miglit

ated. bv an imairinationlarged up >xag«

which is rather disposed to contemplate and rei»resent

the dark than the luminous aspect of human allairs.

In one respect, Mr. Saniwell has endeavoured tosli<»>v,

that the natives of the lately explored parts of the
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«nrld, and especially so far as relates to tiic Sandwich
Islands, were not injured by our pcop'e; and it was
ilic constant solicitude and care of Captain Cook, that

tvil might not be communicated in any one place to

wliich he came. If he was universally successful, the

^ood which, in various cases, he was instrumental in

producinj^, will be reflected upon with the more pecu-
liar satisfaction.

There is an essential difference between the vovajjes

that have lately been undertaken, and many which have
been carried on in former times. None of my readers

can be ignorant of the horri<l cruelties that were exer-

cised by the conquerors of Mexi(!0 and Peru ; cruelties

which can never be remembered, without blushing for

religion and human nature. But to undertake expedi-

tions with a design of civilizing the world, and melio-

rating its condition, is a noble object. The recesses of
the globe were investigated by Captain Cook, not to

enlarge private dominion, but to promote general

knowledge; the new tribes of the earth were visited

;ts friends ; and an acquaintance with their existence

was sought for, in order to bring them within the palo
(if the otKces of liumanitv, and to relieve the wants of
their imperfect state of society. Such were the bene-

volent views which our navigator was commissioned
hy his majesty to carry into execution ; and there is

reason to hope that they will not be wholly unsuccess-

ful. From the long continued intercourse with the

natives of the Friendly, Society, and Sandwich Islands,

some rays of light must have darted on their infant

minds. The uncommon objects Avhich have been pre-

M'lited to their observation, and excited their surprise,

will naturally teml to enlarge their stock of ideas, and
to furnish new materials for the exercise of their rea-

sonable faculties. It is no small addition to their com-
Ibrts of life, and their immediate enjoyments, that will

lie derived from the introduction of our useful animals

and vegetables ; and if the only benefit they should

ever re eive from the visits of the English should bo
the having obtained fresh means of subsistence, that

umst b(! considered as a great ac(juisition.

But may not our hopes be extended to still nobler

f
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objects 1 The connexion wlii(;li has been opened uiili

Ihese remote inliabitanis of the world is tlie first sten

toward their improvement ; and consequences may llctw

from it, which are far beyond our present conceptions,
j

Perhaps, our late vo;ya«^es may be the means appointed

by Providence, of spreading, in due time, the blessin^-s

of civilization among the numerous tribes of the South

Pacific Ocean, and preparing them for hohling an

honourable rank among the nations of the earth. There
cannot be a more laudable attempt, than that of endea-

vouring to rescue millions of our fellow creatures from

that state of humiliation in which they now exist. No-
thing can more essentially contribute to the attainment

of this great end, than a wise and rational introduction

of the Christian religion ; an introduction of it in its

genuine simplicity ; as holding out the worship of one

God, inculcating the purest morality, and proniisinj;

eternal life as the reward of obedience. These arc

views of things which are adapted to general compre-

hension, and calculated to produce the noblest efl'ects.

Considering the eminent abilities displayed by Cap-

tain Cook, and the mighty actions performed by him,

it is not surprising that his memory should be held in

the highest estimation, both at home and abroad. Per-

haps, indeed, greater honour is paid to his name abroad

than at home. Foreigners, I am informed, look up to

liini with an admiration which is not equalled in this

country. A remarkable proof of it occurs, in the

eulogy of our navigator, by Michael Angelo Gianetti,

which was read at the royal Florentine academy, on

the 9th of June, 1785, and published at Florence, in

the same year. Not having seen it, I am deprived of

the power of doing justice to its merit. If I am not

mistaken in my recollection, one of the French literary

academies has proposed a prize for the best eulogium

on Captain Cook ; and there can be no doubt but that

several candidates will appear upon the occasion, and

exert the whole force of their eloquence on so interest-

ing a subject.

To the a|)plauses of our navigator; which have al-

n?ady been inserted, I cannot avoid adding some

poetical testimonies conccining him. The first I shall
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|iroduce is fronri a foreign poet, M. I'Abbe Lisle. This
^rcnlleinaii has eoneluded his " Ix;s Jardiiis" with an

iiiconiiuni on Captain Cook, of whieh the following;

lines are a translation :

" Give, jj^ivo inc llowers : with "garlands of renown
Those ji^lorious exiles' brows my hands shall (trown,

Wiio nobly soujifht on distant coasts to find,

Or thither bore those arts that bless mankind

:

Tli('(! chief, brave Cook, o'er whom, to nature dear,

With Britain, Gallia drops the pityin«ij tear.

To foreijrn climes and rude, where nousfht before

Announced our vessels but their cannons' roar.

Far other j^ifts thy better mind decreed,

The sheep, the heifer, and the stately steed
;

The plough, and all thy country's arts; the crimes
Atoning^ thus of earlier savai^e times.

With peace each land thy bark was wont to hail.

And tears and blessings till'd thy parting sail.

Receive a stranger's praise ; nor, Britain, thou
Forbid these wreaths to grace thy Hero's brow,

< Nor scorn the tribute of a foreign song,

For Virtue's sons to every land belong :

And shall the Gallic Muse disdain to pay

The meed of worth, when Lewis leads the way?
Ihit what avail'd, that twice thou daredst to try

The frost-bound sea, and twice the burning sky,

That by winds, waves, and every realm rev ered,

Safe, only safe, thy sacred vessel steer'd

;

That war for thee forgot its dire commands'?
The world's great friend, ah! bleeds by savage hands."

There have not been wanting elegant writers of our

own country, who have end)raced with pleasure the

o|)|)ortunitics that have ofTtM'ed of paying a tribute of

praise to Captain Cook. The ingenious and amiable

iMiss Hannah More has lately seized an occasion of

celebrating the humane intentions of the captain's dis-

coveries.

" Had those adveniVous spirits, who explore

Through ocean's trackless wastes, the far-sought shore,

VN lieth(;r of wealth insatiate, or of power,

"oh(juerors who waste, or rullians who <levour

;

'

m
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Had these possessM, O Cook ! thy s^entlc mind,
Thy love of arts, thy hive of humankind

;

Had these pursu'd thy mild and lib'ral plan,

DiscovKREns had not been a curse to man !

Then, bless'd Philanthropy ! thy social hands
Had link'd dissever'd worlds in brothers' bands

;

Careless, if colour, or if clime divide
;

Then lov'd, and loving, man had liv'd, and died."

Soon after the account arrived in England of Cap-

tain Cook's decease, two poems were published in

celebration of his memory ; one of which was an Odo,

by a Mr. Fitzgerald, of Gray's Inn. But the first, both ^
in order of time and of merit, was an Elegy, by Miss

Seward, whose poetical talents have been displayed in

many beautiful instances to the public. This ladv, in

the beginning of her poem, has admirably represented

the principle of humanity by which the captain was

actuated in his undertakings.

" Ye, who ere while for Cook's illustrious brow
Pluck'd the green laurel and the oaken bough,
Hung the gay garlands on the trophied oars.

And pour'd his fame along a thousand shores.

Strike the slow death-bell !—weave the sacred verse,

And strew the cypress o'er his honour'd hearse

;

In sad procession wander round the shrine.

And weep him mortal, whom ye sung divine

!

" Say first, what Pow'r inspir'd his dauntless bre.ast

With scorn of danger, and inglorious rest,

To quit imperial London's gorgeous plains,

Where, rob'd in thousand tints, bright Pleasure reigns }

What Pow'r inspir'd his dauntless breast to brave

The scorch'd Equator, and th' Antarctic wave?
Climes, where fierce suns in cloudless ardours shine,

And pour the dazzling deluge round the Line

;

The realms of frost, where icy mountains rise,

'Mid the pale summer of the polar skies'?

—

It was Humanity !—on coasts unknown,
The shiv'ring natives of the frozen zone,

And the swart Indian, as he faintly strays

* Where Cancer reddens in the solar blaze,'
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She bade him seek ;—on each inclement shore

Plant the ricli seeds of her exhaustless store
;

I liite the savage hearts, and hostile hands,

III the firm compact of her gentle bands
;

Strew her soft comforts o'er the barren ])iain,

Siiij^ her sweet lays, and consecrate her fane.

" It WA8 Humanity !—O Nymph divine

!

I see thy light step print the burning Line

!

There thy bright eye the dubious pilot guides,

Tlie faint oar struggling with the scalding tides

—

On as thou lead'st tlie bold, the glorious prow,
Mild, and more mild, the sloping sunbeams glow

;

Now weak and pale the lessen'd lustres play.

As round th' horizon rolls the timid day

;

Barb'd with the sleeted snow, the driving hail.

Rush the fierce arrows of the polar gale
;

And through the dim, unvaried, ling'ring hours,

Wide o'er the waves incumbent horror lours."

Captain Cook's endeavours to serve the inhabitants

of New Zealand, by the vegetables and animals he left

among them, are thus described

:

" To these the hero leads his living store,

And pours new wonders on th' uncultur'd shore

;

The silky fleece, fair fruit, and golden grain

;

And future herds and harvests bless the [dain.

O'er the green soil his kids exulting play,

And sounds his clarion loud the bird of day

;

The downy goose her ruffled bosom laves,

Trims her white wing, and wantons in the waves;
Stern moves the bull along th' affrighted shores.

And countless nations tremble as he roars,"

T shall only add the pathetic and animated conclu-

sion of this fine poem :

r

Tl

" But ah !—aloft on Albion's rocky steep,

lat frowns incumbent o'er the boiling deep
Ions, and sad, a softer form

11

Solicitous, and sad,

Eyes the lone flood, and deprecates the storm.
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Ill latrd inatnin!—for, alas! in ^aiii

Tliv traj^cr j^lant^es waii(l<;r o'er tin; main !—
'Tis llio vc'\\l billows, that insurif<'nt ravr,

Their whito ibam silvers yonder distant \>ave,

'Tis not his sails!—thj husband eoines no more!
flis bones now whiten an aeeursed shore!-

—

l^etire,—for hark ! the seajyull shriekinij^ soars.

The lurid atmos])hero portentous lours;

Might's sullen spirit j^roans in every ^ale,

And o'er the waters draws the darkling veil,

Si^hs in thy hair, and ehills thy throbbing breast

—

Go, wretched mourner!—weep thy griefs to rest!
** Yet, though through life is lost eaeh fond delight,

Though set thy earthly sun in dreary night,

Oh ! raise thy thoughts to yonder starry plain.

And own thy sorrow selfish, weak, and vain

:

Sinee, while Britannia, to his virtues just.

Twines the bright wreath, and rears th' immortal bust;

AVhile on eaeh wind of heaven his fame shall rise,

In endless incense to the smiling skies

;

Thk attendant Povvkr, that bade his sails expanil,

An<l waft her blessings to eaeh barren land.

Now raptur'd bears him to th' immortal plains,

Where Merey hails him with congenial strains

;

AMiere soars, on Joy's white plume, his spirit free,

And angels choir him, while he waits for Thee."

Captain Cook's discoveries, among other elVects,

have opened iijnv scenes for a poetical fancy to rani^e

in, and presented new images to the selection of genius

and taste. The Morais, in particular, of the inhabitants

of the South Sea Islands, aftbrd a fine subject for the

exercise of a plaintive Muse. Such a Muse hath seized

upon the subject ; and, at the same time, has added

another wreath to the memory of our navigator. I refer

to a lady, who hath already, in many passages of her

'• Peru,'^ in her " Ode on the Peace," and, above all,

in her " Irregular Fragment," amply proved to the

world, that she possesses not only the talent of elegant

a!id harmonious versification, but the spirit of true

poetry. The poem, which 1 have now the pleaisure ot
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^'w'w^ for tlie first tini(> to the publie, an<l wbieb was
\^rilten at niv nMpiest, will be found in the Appendix.
It is s(Hne\vliat remarkable, that female poets have
Iiitliert(> been the eliief eelebrators of Captain Cook
ill this country. Perhaps a subject which would fur-

nish materials for as rich a produ(^tion as Cannn-n's

Usia<l, and which would adorn the pen (d'a Havlev or

a ( owper, may hereafter call forth the genius of some
|i(iet of the stronj^er sv\.

The Uoyal Society of Jjondon could not lose such a

in(Mrd)er of their body as Captain Cook, without beinj^

an\ious to honour his name and memory by a particu-

lar mark of respect. Accordingly, it was resolved to

do this by a medal ; and a voluntary subscription was
ojiened for the purpose. To such of the fellows of tlu;

society as subscribed twenty guineas, a gold medal was
a|)|tropriated : silver medals were assigned to th(»se

who contributed a smaller sum; and to ea<di of the

other members one in bronze was given. The sub-

scribers of twenty guineas were, Sir Joseph Banks,
|iivsident ; the Prince of Anspach, the Duke of Mon-
iau;u, Lord Mulgrave, and Mr. Cavendish, Mr. Peachy,
Mr. Perrin, Mr. Poli, and Mr. Shuttleworth. Many
designs, as might be expected, were pro[)osed on the

occasion. The medal which was actually struck con-

tains, on one side, the head of Captain Cook in prollle,

and round it, jac. cook oceam iNvisTKiAiou ackrki-

Mi's; and on the exergue, uyx:. sor. t-ond. socio sro.

On the reverse is a representation of Britannia, hold-

ing a globe. Round her is inscribed, ml intknta-

nsi NosTUi liquere; and on the exergue, Aisncus
(lEORGII III.

Of the gold medals which were struck on this occa-

sion, one was presented to His Majesty, another to the

Queen, and a third to the Prince of \Vales. Two were
sent abroad : the first to the French king, on account
of the protection he had granted to the ships under
the command of Captain Cook ; and a second to the

Empress of Russia, in whose domiiuons the same ships

had been received and treated with every degree of

friendship and kindn<'ss. Both these presents were

if

^1 '
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highly acceptable to tlic ^rcat p<!rson!)<:^os to ^vlmrr

tlicy wore iransinitied. The Freuch kinj[r e\|)r('ss»n

liis satisfaction in a very liandsom<; letter to the ii(t\d\

Society, sii^ned ])y Iiiniself, and undersij^ned hv ilu

Marijuis de Verjjfcnnes ; and tlie Eni[)ress of llussiii

commissioned Count Osterman to sig;nify to Mr. Fitz]

lierhert the sense she entertained of the value of tlni

present, and that she had caused it to be fortliwitli

deposited in the Museum of the Imperial Acadt^mv oi

Sciences. As a farther testimony of the pleasure sIkj

derived from it, the Empress presented to the K(iva|

Society a large and beautiful c^old medal, contaiiiin<

on one side the efligies of herself, and on the reverse

representation of the statue of Peter the Great.

After the general assignment of the medals (wliic

took place in the spring of the year 1784), thertt heinj
a surplus of money still remaining, the president mikI

council resolved, that an additional number should hv\

.struck ofl" in gold, to be disposed of as presents to

Mrs. Cook, the Earl of Sandwich, Dr. Benjamin
Franklin, Dr. Cooke, provost of King's College, Cam-
bridge, and Mr. Planta. About the same time it was!

agreed, that Mr. Aubert should be allowed to liav

gold medal of Captain Cook, on his paying for tli(5

gold, and the expense of striking it; in consitlera-

tion of his intention to present it to the King o

Poland.

During the two visits of the Resolution and Disco-

very at Kamtschatka, it was from Colonel Behm, tliej

commandant of that province, that the ships, and the

ofticers and men belonging to them, had received evei y|

kind of assistance which it was in his power to bcstow.j

His liberal and hospitable behaviour to the Englislil

navigators is related at large in Captain King's Vov-j

age. Such was the sense entertained of it by tin;

Lords of the Admiralty, that they determined to niakc^l

a present to the colonel, of a magnificent piece of plate,

with an inscription expressive of his humane and gcMie-

rous disposition and conduct. The elegant pen of Dr.

Cooke was employed in drawing up the iiiscriplioii,i

which, after it had been subje(;ted to the opinion and]
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roriTction of some gent Irmen of the first cmiuencc in

classical taste, was as follows:

" Vino EGREGio MAON'o DE BpriM
;
qui Tmporatricis

W Aujijustissiniir Cathcriiiic auspiclis, suiiim<'i(|uc aninii

lieni^nitatc, sajva, quilnis pracerat, Kaintschatka' littora,

iiavibus nautisque Britaiinicis, lios|>ita praehuit : eos-

(|ue, in terminis, si qui cssent Iniperio Russico, frustra,

I'xploraiidis, mala niulta perpessos, iterata, vice excepit,

refecit, recreavit, ct coinineatu onini cumulate auctos

(liniisit; Rei navalis Biutanmcve SEriEMViia in ali-

(|uam hencvolentiac; tam insignis memoriam, amicissimo,

^ratissimoque animo, suo, patriacque nomine, D. D. D.
M.DCC.LXXXI.

Sir Hugh Palliser, who through life manifested an

invariable regard and friendship for Captain Cook, has

displayed a signal instance, since the captain's decease,

of the aft'ection and esteem in which he holds his me-
mory. At his estate in Buckinghamshire Sir Hugh
hath constructed a small building, on which he has

erected a pillar, containing the line character of our
o^reat navigator that is given at the end of the Intro-

duction to the last Voyage, and the principal part of

which has been inserted in the present work. This

character was drawn up by a most respectable gentle-

is man, who has long been at the head of the naval pro-

fession, the honourable Admiral Forbes, admiral of the

fleet, and general of marines ; to whom Captain Cook
was only known by his eminent merit and his extraor-

dinary actions.

Amidst the numerous testimonies of regard that

have been paid to Captain Cook's merits and memor}

,

tiie important object of providing for his family hath

not been forgotten. Soon after the intelligence ar-

rived of his unfortunate decease, this matter was taken

up by the Lords of the Admiralty, with a /cal and an

elfect, which the following authentic document will

fully display.

'
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" At \\w Court at St. James's, tlir

"(L.S.) 2i\ olFchruary 1T80; \

*' I'rcsr'iit,

" Tin; king's Most Excclli-nt Majesty in Couih il.

" "Wliereas there was this day reail, at the Hoard, ;i

in(>niorial Irorn the Ri^^ht HoiitmrabU' the (ionls ('(»iii

inissioners ot* the Admiralty, dated the 27th ol' last

month, in the words following"; viz.

" Havinj; re<5eived an authentic aeeount (if the

death ot' that j^reat Mavigator, Captain Janus
Cook, who has had the honour of beings employed
by Your Majesty, in three dilferent \oyaj;('s, for

the di-.covery of unknown countries, in tlu' most

distant parts of t.ie ^lobe ; we think it our duly

humbly to represent to Your Majesty, that this

meritorious ollit^er, after having received Ironi

Your Majesty's gracious benevolence, as a reward

for his public services in two successful einum-
riavigations, a comfortable and honourable re-

treat, where he might have lived many \vArs to

benefit his family, he voluntarily relinquished that

ease and emolument to undertake another of these

vovajjres of discoverv, in which the life of a corn-

mander, who docs his duty, must always be parti-

cularly exposed, and in which, in the execiitlMii

of that duty, he fell, leaving his family, whom his

public spirit had led him to abandon, as a legacy

to his country. We do therefore humbly |)r(»-

pose, that Your Majesty will be graciously pleasc^l

to order a pension of two hundred pounds a-yar

to be settled on the widow, and twent\-li\e

pounds a year upon each of the three sons of tiie

said Captain James Cook, and that the same be

placed on the ordinary estimate of the navy.

" His Majesty, taking the said memorial into His

Royal consideration, was pleased, with the advice of

His Privy Council, to order, as it is hereby ordered,

that a pension of two hundred pounds a-year be settle H

on the widow, and twenty-live pounds a-year upon each

of

\M
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that tlie same be placed on the ordinary estimate of His
Majesty's navy ; and the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty are to give the necessary directions herein

accordingly. W. Fawkenek."

The preceding memorial to the king was signed by
the Eacl of Sandwich, Mr. Buller, the Earl of Lis-

burne, Mr. Penton, Lord Mulgrave, and Mr. Mann
;

and the several ollicers of the Board. of Admiralty
seconded the ardour of their superiors, by the speed
and generosity with which his majesty's royal grant to

Captain Cook's widow and children passed through
the usual forms.

Another occasion was afterwards seized of conferring

a substantial beneht on the captain's family. The charts

and plates, belonging to the Voyage to the Pacific

Ocean, were provided at the expense of government

;

the consequence of which was, that a large profit

accrued from the sale of the publication. Of this

profit, half was consigned, in trust, to Sir Hugh Palli-

ser and Mr. Stephens, to be applied to the use of
Mrs. Cook, during her natural life, and afterwards to

k divided between her children.

Honour, as well as emolument, hath graciously been
conferred by his majesty upon the descendants of Cap-
tain Cook. On the 3d of September, 1785, a coat of

arms was granted to the family, of which a description

will be given below *.

Our navigator had six children ; James, Nathaniel,

Elizabeth, Joseph, George, and Hugh. Of these, Jo-

* Azure, between the two polar stars Or, a sphere on the
plane of the meridian, north pole elevated, circles of latitude

for every ten degrees, and of longitude for every fifteen, show-
ing the Pacific Ocean between sixtv and two hundred and
forty west, bounded on one side by America, on the other by
Asia and New Holland, In memory of the discoveries made
by him in that ocean, so very far beyond all former navi-

gators. His track thereon is marked with red lines. And
for crest, on a wreath of the colours, is an arm imbowed,
vested in the uniform of a captain of the royal navy. In the
li-'i'^ is the union jack, on a staff Proper. The arm is en
cj'^'-ed by a wreath of palm and laurel.
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sepli and Gcorij^e dietl soon at'ter their birth, and VM-
zajjeth in the iil'th year of her a^e. James, the oldest

son, who was born at St/Paul's, Shadvvell, on the lliili

of October, 17G3, is now a lieatenant in his majesty's

iiavy. In a letter, written by Admiral Sir Richard
Hughes, in 1785, from Grenada, to Mrs, Cook, he is

spoken of in terms of high approbation. Natiianiil,

who was born on the 14th of December, 17G4, at Mil»'-

End Old Town, was brought up likewise in tiie nayal

service, and was unfortunately lost on board his ma-
jesty's ship Thunderer, Commodore Walsingham, in

the hurricane which happened at Jamaica, on the 3d of i

October, 1T80. He is said to have been a most pro-

mising youth. Hugh, the youngest, was born on the

22d of May, 1776 ; and was so called after the name of

his father's great friend, Sir Hugh Palliser.

It hath often been mentioned, in terms of no small

regret, that a monument hath not yet been erected to

the memory of Captain Cook, in Westminster Abbev.

The wish and the hope of such a monument are hinted

at in the close of Dr. Douglas's Introduction to the

government edition of the last voyage ; and the same

sentiment is expressed by the author of the Eulo-

gium, at the end of that Introduction. Sir Hiitrh

Palliser has also spoken to the like purpose, in a

communication I received from him. It would cer-

tainly redound to the honour of the nation, to order a

magnificent memorial of the abilities and services ot"

our illustrious navigator; on which account, a trilmte

of that kind may be regarded as a desirable thini*-.

But a monument in Westminster Abbey would be of

little consequence to the reputation of Captain Cook.

His fame stands upon a wider base, and will survive

the comparatively perishing materials of brass, or

stone, or marble. The name of Cook will be held

in honour, and recited with applause, so long as the

records of human events shall continue in the earth

;

nor is it possible to say, what may be the influence

and rewards, which, in other worlds, shall be found

to attend upon eminent examples of wisdom ai;d of

virtue.
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APPENDIX.

A ITER the death of Captain Cook, and tlic events

iinmediateiy succeeding it, Captain Clerke, upon whom
the command of the expedition had devolved, pro-

reeded from Owhvhee, and coasted several of the otiujr

islands of tlie group. The ships anchored at Atooi to

procure water ; in doing this, our vovagers experi-

enced some interruption from the natives, and a slight

eontlict took place, in which one of the islanders was
wounded by a musket-shot. They were here told,

that, at their preceding visit, they had left a disorder

amongst the Avomen, of which several [)ersons of both

s(!xes had died ; and as there was not the slightest ap
pearance of the disorder amongst the natives, at the

iirst arrival of the vessels, there is too much reason to

believe that some of the crew were the authors of tiiat

irreparable mischief. Atooi was in a state of internal

warfare ; the quarrel had arisen about the goats Cap-
tain Cook had left at Oneeheow the year before ; the

property of which was contested by two different chiefs.

The goats, which had increased to the number of six,

and would probably in a few years have stocked all

these islands, were destroved in the contest.

Our voyagers left the Sandwich Islands finally on
the 15th of March : and stood to the south-west, in

hop ^ of falling in with the island of Modoopapappa,
whi h they were told by the natives lay in that direc-

tion, about five hours sail from Taohora ; but though
the two vessels stretched asunder several miles, they

did not discover it. It is possibles it might have been
passed in the night, as the islanders described it to

be small, sandy, and almost even with the surface of

til sea.

I !

III i,

* I,

ui

II
!

if

Hi,

I I



19C APPENDIX.

The harbour of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, in

Awatska Ba}, was ajipointcd for the next rendezvous
of the two vessels, in case of separation. In th(?

course of their navipjalion towards Kamtschatka, they

traversed that part of the Northern Pacific, in whicli

some islands and lands were laid down in the charts,

such as the island of Reia de Plata in De I'lsle's chart,

and the land said to have been seen by John de Gama,
in a voyage from China to New Spain, first delineated

in a chart published by Texeira, a Portuijjuese jjeo-

^rapher, in 1649 ; but though at sundry times they ha<l

various indications of land, they discovered none, aiui

those islands and lands must therefore either be of

trifling^ extent, or wholly imaajinary.

A leak, under the larboard bow of the Resolution,

which had kept the people almost constantly at the

pumps, ever since their leaving- the Sandwich Islands,

occasioned a ja^reat alarm on the 13th of April. Tlu;

water, which had lods^ed in the coal-hole, not findinuj a

sufficient vent into the well, had forced up the plat-

forms over it, and in a moment delujSfed the whole

space between decks. The coals would very soon

choke up a pump, and the number of bulky materials

that were washed out of the gunner's store room, ami

which, by the ship*s motion, were tossed violently from

side to side, rendered it impracticable to bale the water

out. No other method was therefore left, than to cut

a hole through the bulk head, that separated the coal-

hole from the fore-hold. As soon as the passage was

made, the greatest part of the water was emptied into

the well : but the leak was now so much increased, that

it was necessary to keep one half of the people con-

stantly pumping and baling, till the noon of the 15th.

On the 23d, at six in the morning, on the fog clear-

ing away, ihe land of Kamtschatka appeared, in moun-
tains covered with snow. The weather was most se-

vere ; the ship appeared to be a complete mass of ice,

and the shrouds were so incrusted with it, as to mea-

sure in circumference more than double their usual

size. The crews sufTered very severely frcm the cold,

particularly from having lately left the trojncal eli-
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mates; and, but for the foresight and care of their

ollicers, would indeed have been in a deph)rable state.

It was natural to expect, that their experience, during
their voyage to the north the year before, would have
made them sensible of the necessity of paying some
attention to their clothing ; as it was generally known,
in both ships, that they were to make another voyage
towards the pole ; but, with the thoughtlessness of in-

fants, upon their return to a warm climate, their fur

jackets and the rest of their cold-country clothes, were
kicked about the decks, as things of no value. They
were of course picked up by the oflicers, and being

put into casks, were, in due season, restored to their

owners.

On the 25th, when off the entrance of Awatska ^SLVf

the Resolution lost sight of the Discovery, and on the

28th entered the Bay. The oflicers of the Resolution

examined every corner of it with their glasses, in search

of the town of St. Peter and St. Paul, which they had
conceived to be a place of some strength and conside-

ration. At length they discovered, on a narrow point

of land a few miserable loghouses, and some conical

liuts raised on poles, amounting in all to about thirty,

which, from the situation, they were under the neces-

sity of concluding to be Petropaulowska. " However,"
says Captain King, " in justice to the generous and
lios[Htable treatment we found here, I shall beg leave

to anticijiate the reader's curiosity, by assuring him that

our disappointment proved to be more of a laughable
tlian a serious nature ; for, in this wretched extremity
of the earth, situated beyond everv thing that we con-
ccived to be most barbarous and inhospitable, and, as

it were, out of the very reach of civilization, barri-

cadoed with ice, and covered with summer-snow, in a

poor miserable port, far inferior to the meanest of our
fishing-towns, we met with feelings of humanity, joined

to a greatness of mind, and elevation ofsentiment, which
would have done honour to any nation or climate."

In the morning of the 29th, Captain, then Lieutenant
King was sent on shore ; and after experiencing much
tlilliculty from the broken ice that extended nearly half
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a mile, across vvliich he was obliged to make tlic hrst

of his way on foot, was received by the corninaiKltT of

the jijarrison at the head of his men, consisting; of ahout
thirty soldiers. They had not seen the ship the |)rr-

cediiifj day, nor indeed that morning, till the hoats

were pretty near the ice. Much pdnic ensued ; iIk-

garrison was put under arms, and two iieklj)ier('s

placed at the entrance of the commander's house. All,

however, soon wore a friendly aspect, and n(»tliiii^

could exceed the kindness and hospitality of the olli-

cer, a serjeant, who commanded the ostrog, and Ht

whose house they were entertained. He furnished

Lieutenant King, who had fallen in between the dis-

jointed ice, with a complete suit of clothes of his own
;

the dinner that was served up consisttid of four courses;

but the conversation, from the want of an interpreter,

no other language being understood there but Russian

and Kamtsciiatdale, was confined to a few bows and

other signs of mutual respect. The serjeant sent off

an express to Bolcheretsk, where the governor of the

province usually resided, and whence he had to l(M>k

for orders what to do, as to the procurement of tJK!

supplies of provisions, and naval stores, which our

people wanted.

On their return, a sledge drawn by five dogs, witii

a driver, was provided for each of the party. The
sailors were highly delighted with this mode of con-

veyance, and, what diverted them most was, that the

two boathooks which they had brought, had also a

sledge to themselves.

On tJie 1st of May, the Discovery entered the bav.

On the day after, early in the morning, an answer was

receive<l from Bolcheretsk. The dispatches had been

sent off on the 29th, about noon, by a sledge drawn bv

dogs, so that they were only a little more than three

days and a half in performing a journey of two hun-

dred and seventy miles ; Bolcheretsk being about ttne

hundred and thirty- five miles from St. Peter and St.

Paul's.

As the whole stock of live cattle wiiich the country

about the bay could afford, amounted only to two
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lieifers, Captain Clerke found it necessary to send to

Bolcheretsk, and Captain Gore and Lieatenant King
were fixed on for the excursion. They proceeded by
boats up the Awatska river, then across part of the

country in sledges, and then down the Bolchoireka in

canoes.

Major Behm, the governor of Kamtschatka, received

them, not only with the utmost politeness, but with the

moit engaging cordiality ; and all the principal people
of the town vied with each other who should show the

most civility to strangers from the other extremity of

the globe. A list of the naval stores, the number of
cattle, and the quantity of flour wanted by the navi-

gators, was given to Major Behm, who insisted upon
supplying all their wants ; and when they desired to

be iiiade acquainted with the price of the articles, with
which they were to be supplied, and proposed, that

Captain Clerke should give bills to the amount on the

V ictualling-olfice in London, the major positively re-

fused, and whenever it was afterwards urged, stopped

them short, by saying, he was certain he could nut

oblige his mistress, the empress, more than in giving,

every assistance in his power to her good friends and
allies, the English ; and that it would be a particular

satisfaction to her, to hear, that, in so remote a part of

the world, her dominions had aftbrded any relief to

ships engaged in such services ; that he could not

therefore act so contrary to the character of his em-
press, as to accept of any bills ; but that, to accommo-
date the matter, he wo\ild take a bare attestation of the

particulars with which we might be furnished, and that

this he woidd transmit to his court, as a certificate of

having performed his duty.

The town of Bolcheretsk consists of several rows of

low buildings, barracks for the Russian soldiers and
Cossacks, a good looking church, and a court-room,

with a great number of balagans (summer habitations)

belonging to the Kamtschatdales, at the end of the

town. The inhabitants amount to between five and six

hundred.

It would exceed the bounds to which this sketch

I:
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must necessarily be confined, to enumerate one half (i|

the instances of civility and attention which Major
Behm, his lady, the officers of the garrison, and ihe

inhabitants of the town bestowed upon the Enwiisji

travellers. One "generous present cannot, however, be

passed over in silence, both because it consisted of the

greatest part of their small store of the article, and h«3-

cause it called forth from the British seamen a corres-

ponding generosity. Being informed of the privations

the sailors *iad suffered from the want of tobacco.

Major Behm sent four bags of it, weighing upwards
of one hundred pounds each, which he begged might
be presented, in the name of himself and the garrison

under his command, to our sailors. When the seamen
were told of it, the crews of both ships desired, en-

tirely of their own accord, that their grog might be

stopped, and their allowance of spirits presented, on

their part, to the garrison of Bolcheretsk, as they had

reason to conclude, that brandy was scarce in the

country, and would be very acceptable, since the sol-

diers on shore had offered four roubles a bottle for it.

When it is considered how much the sailors would
feel from the stoppage of their allowance of grog, and

that this offer would deprive them of it during the

inclement season they had to expect on their ensuing

expedition to the north, the sacrifice must be looked

upon as generous and extraordinary; and, that they

might not suffer by it, Captain Gierke substituted, in

the room of the very small quantity the major could be

prevailed on to accept, the same quantity of rum.
When the party returned to Petropaulowska, Major

Behm accompanied them, and visited the ships. He
had resigned the command of Kamtschatka, and was

in a short time to return to St. Petersburgh ; our na-

vigators therefore committed to his care dispatches

for England, with the journals and charts of the voyage
so far.

They got about twenty head of cattle, about nine

thousand weight of rye flour, and a variety of other

provisions and refreshments here, especially fish, with

which they were absolutely overpowered from every
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(juartcr ; and, having completed their water, they

\v(;iglied anchor on the 13th of June, and on the IGtIi

cleared the bay. The volcano, situated to the north ol*

the harbour, was in a state of eruption at ttie time.

On the 5th of July, our navigators passed through
Beering's Straits, having run along the Asiatic coast

;

they then stretched ovef to that of America, with a

view of exploring it between the latitudes of 6b° and
69°. But in this attempt they were disappointed, being

stopped, on the 7th, by a large and compact field of ice

connected with the land. On the 9th, they had sailed

nearly forty leagues to the westward, along the edge of

the ice, without seeing any opening, and had therefore

no prospect of advancing farther north.—Until the 27th,

however, they continued to seek a passage, first on the

American, and then on the Asiatic side ; but were never
able to penetrate farther north than 70° 33', which was
live leagues short of the point to which they had ad-

vanced the season before.

At one time, in attempting to penetrate to the north-

westward, the Discovery was in a very dangerous
situation. She became so entangled by several large

pieces of ice, that her way was stopped, and imme-
diately dropping bodily to leeward, she fell broadside

foremost on the edge of a considerable body of ice

;

and having at the same time an open sea to windward,
the surf caused her to strike violently upon it. This

mass at length either so far moved or broke, as to set

them at liberty to make another trial to escape ; but,

before the ship gathered way enough to be under com-
mand, she agaiii fell to leeward on another fragment

;

and the swell making it unsafe to lie to windward, and
finding no chance of getting clear, they pushed into a

small opening, furled their sails, and made fast with

ice-hooks. A change of wind, however, taking place

in the afternoon, the ice began to separate, and, setting

all their sails, they forced a passage through it. The
vessel had rubbed off a great deal of the sheathing

from her bows, and became v ery leaky from tiie strokes

she received when she fell on the edge of the ice.

In these high latitudes, our navigators killed several

(1
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sea-horses, and also two white hears; tlie llesh of the

latter atlbrded a few excellent meals of fresh meat. It

had indeed a stronj? fishy taste, but was in every respect

superior to that of the sea-horse, which, nevertheless,

the sailors were again persuaded, without much dilli

culty, to prefer to their salted provisions.

Finding a farther advance to the northward, as well

as a nearer approach to either continent, obstructed hv

a sea blocked up with ice. Captain Gierke at lenjj;tii

determined to lose no more time in the pursuit of what
seemed utterly unattainable, and to sail for Awatska
Bay, to repair their damages, and before the winter

should set in, to explore the coast of Japan on their

way towards Europe. To the great joy, therefore, of

every individual on board both ships, they turned their

faces towards home ; and the delight and satisfaction

they experienced on the occasion, notwithstanding the

tedious voyage they had to make, and the immensi? dis-

tance they had to run, were as freely entertained, and

perha[»s as fully enjoyed, as if they had been alrea<lv in

sight of the Land's End.
On the 31st, they repassed Beering's Straits. AVitli

respect to the practicability of a north-east or north-

west passage into the Pacific Ocean, through those

straits, from the result of their attempts it appears,

that the north of the straits is clearer of ice in August

than in July, and perhaps in a ]>art of Se])tember it

may be still more free. But, after the equinox, the

days shorten so fast, that no farther thaw can be ex-

pected, and so great an effect cannot rationally he

allowed to the warm weather in the first half of Sep-

tember, as to imagine it capable of dispersing the iee

from the most northern parts of the American coast.

But admitting this to be possible, it would be madness

to attempt to run from the Icy Cape to the known parts

of Baffin s Bay (a distance of four hundred and twenty

leagues) in so liort a time as that passage can be sup-

posed to remain open. Upon the Asiatic side, there

appears still less probability of success; for, thouj^h

Deshncff, a Russian navigator, about.a century and a

half ago, pa;>scd round the north-east point of Asia,
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no voyaj^cr has yet been abl«3 to double Cape Taiiinira

ficvond the mouth of the Ijena, which stretches to the

7H° of latitude.

Captain Gierke's health now rapidly declined, and,

on the 17th of August, he was no lonj^cr ai)Ie to get

out of his bed. On the 21st, thev made the coast of

Kamtschatka ; and on the following day, at nine in the

morning. Captain Gierke died*. His disease was a

consumption, which had evidently commenced befon?

he left England, and of which he had lingered during

the whole voyage.

On the 24tli, the vessels anchored in the harbour of

St. Peter and St. Paul, where the gentlemen on board

Avere received by their Russian friends, with the same
cordiality as before. Captain Gore, upon whom the

* Captain Gierke departed this life in the thirty-eightli year
of his age. He was brought up to the navy from his earliest

youth, and had been in several actions during the war which
began in 1756. In the action between the Bellona and the

Courageux, being stationed in the mizentop, he was carried

overboard with the mast; but was taken up without having
received any hurt. He was a midshipman in the Dolphin,
commanded by Captain Byron, in her voyage round the world :

after which he served on the American station. In 1768, h(!

made his second voyage round the world, in the Endeavour,
as master's mate: and, in consequence of the death of Mr.
Hicks, which happened on the 23d of May, 1771, he returned
home a lieutenant. His third circumnavigation of the globe

was in the Resolution, of which he was appointed the second
lieutenant ; and he continued in that situation till his return in

1775 ; soon after which he was promoted to the rank of master
and commander. In what capacity he sailed with Captain
Cook in this last expedition, need not be added. The con-
sumption, of which Captain Clerke died, had evidently com-
menced before he left England, and he lingered under it during
the whole voyage. Though his very gradual decay had long

made him a melancholy object to his friends, nevertheless,

they derived some consolation from the equanimity with
which he bore his disord'.r, from the constant flow of good
spirits maintained by him to his latest hour, and from his

submitting to his fate with cheerful resignation. " It was,
however, impossible," says Mr. King, ** not to feel a more
than common degree of compassion for a person, whose life

had been a continued scene of those ditficultics and hardships,

to which a seaman's occupation is subject, and under which
he at last sunk." King's Voyage, p. 280, 281.
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cominaiid of tlie expedition now devolved, removed
liimself to the Resolution, and appointed Mr. Kin^ lo

the command of the Discovery. He sent oft* an expresA

to the commander at Bolcheretsk,in which he requested
to have sixteen head of black cattle. The eruption ol"

the volcano, which had taken place at the time of tlio

late departure of the vessels from Awatska, had done
no damage, notwitlistandin<^ stones had fallen at the

ostrog of the size of a goose's egg.

Attempts were now made to repair, as far as was
practicable, the damage the Discovery had sustained

in the ice, and in removing the sheathing, eight feet of

a plank in the wale were found to be so very rotten as

to make it necessary to shift it. The carpenters were
sent on shore in search of a tree large enough for the

purpose : luckily they found a birch, which was the

only one of suflicient size in the whole neighbourhood
of the bay. The crews were employed iik various ne-

cessary occupations: amongst which, four men were set

apart to haul the seine for salmon, which were caught

in great abundance, and of excellent quality. Alter

supplying the immediate wants of both ships, they

salted down near a hogshead a day. The sea-horse

blubber, with which they had stored themselves, durinj^

their expedition to the north, was boiled down for oil,

now become a necessary article, tlicir candles having
been long since all used.

The body of Captain Gierke was interred on Sunday,

the 29th, with all the solemnity and honours they could

bestow, under a tree, in the valley on the north side

of the harbour ; a spot, which the priest of Paratounea
said, would be, as near as he could guess, in the centre

of the new church intended to be erected.

On the 3d of September, arrived an ensign from

Bolcheretsk, with a letter from Captain Shmalelf, the

present commander, who promised the cattle required,

and that he would himself pay them a visit immediately

on the arrival of a sloop, which was daily expected from

Okotzk.
On the morning of the 10th, a Russiaa galliot, from

Okotzk, was towed into the harbour. She had been
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thirty-five days on lier passai^e, and had been seen from
llie lighthouse a fortni«j;ht het'oro, heating up toward*
the mouth of the bay. There were fifty soldiers in her,

with their wives and children, and several other pas-

sengers ; a sub-lieutenant, who eame in her, now took
the command of the garrison, and from some cause or
other, which the English could not learn, their old

friend, the Serjeant, the late commander of the place,

fell into disgrace, and was no longer suffered to sit

down in the company of his own ofHcers.

From the galliot, our navigators got a small quantity

of pitch, tar, cordage, and twine, and a hundred and
forty skins of flour, containing 13,782 lbs. English.

The Hospodin Ivaskin from Verchnei had been de-

sired by Major Behm to attend the English officers on
their return to the harbour, in order to be their inter-

preter. He now came. He was an exile; and was
of a considerable family in Russia; his father was a

general, and he himself, after having received his edu-

cation partly in France and partly in Germany, had
heen page to the Empress Elizabeth, and ensign in her

guards. At the age of sixteen, be was knowtedf had
his nose slit, and was banished, first to Siberia, and
afterwards to Kamtschatka, where he had lived thirty-

one years. He bore in his whole figure the strongest

marks of old age, though he had scarcely reached his

fifty-fourth year. No one there knew the cause of his

banishment, but they took it for granted, that it must
have been for something very atrocious, as two or

three of the commanders of Kamtschatka, had in vain

endeavoured to get him recalled since the present

empress's reign. For the first twenty years lie had

not tasted bread, nor been allowed subsistence of any

kind, but had lived during that period among the

Kamtschatdales, on what his own activity and toil in

the chase could procure him. Afterwards, he had a

small pension granted him. This Major Behm by his

intercession had caused to be increased to one hun-

dred roubles a year, which is the common pay of an

ensign in all parts of the empress's dominions, except

i !l

^1 \
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ill this provineo, where tli(! \my of all the ofliccrs is

iluuhle.

This gentleman joined Captains Gore anil Kinjr ,,„

a bear-liuntin<( party <>" the 17th, for two da\s; in

whieh, lirst from the party being too large, and llir

unavoidable noise that was the consetpience of it, and

next, from the unfavourable weather after they st|iji

rated, they were wholly unsuceessfiil.

On the 22d, the anniversary of his majesty's corona-

tion, and when they were sitting down to as handsome
a feast as their situation vvould admit of, in honour of

the day, the arrival of Captain Shmalelf from BoJciie-

retsk was announced. He partook of their festivities,

and set oft* on his return on the 25th. Before his de-

parture, he reinstated the Serjeant in the command of

the place, and took with him the sub-lieutenant wlio

had superseded him. Captain King acconi|)anied Cap-

tain Shmalelf to the entrance of Awatska river, and on

Sunday, the 2Gth, attended him to church at Paratou-

nea. The church is of wood, and bv far the best build

ing in the country round about the bay. It isornamented

by many paintings, ])articularly with two pictures of

St. Peter and St. Paul, presented by Beering, and

which, in the real richness of their drapery, would
carry oft' the prize from the first of European perform-

ances ; for all the principal parts of it are made of

thick [dates of solid silver, fastened to the canvass, and

fashioned into the various foldings of the robes.

The next day another hunting party was set on foot.

under the direction of the clerk of the parish, who
was a celebrated bear-hunter. The produce was a

female bear, beyond the common size, which they

shot in the water, and found dead the next morning in

the place to which she had been watched. The mode
of hunting these animals by the natives is as follows.

When they come to the ground frequented by the

bears, their first step is to look for their tracks ; thest;

are found in the greatest numbers leading from the

woods down to the lakes, and among the long sedgy

grass and brakes by the edge of the water. The plate
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of atnbusnado bi'lnjij (lelcrniined on, llic hunters next

li\ ill (lie <^rouiid the crutehes upun >vhieh tlieir hre-

loirks are made to rest, poiiitinj; them in the direetion

ihey mean to shoot. This done, tiiey kneel, or lie

down, and, with their bear-spears by their side, >vait

lor the ^Hm»^ These prei^autions, which are ehietty

taken in order to make snre of their mark, are, on
several aeeounts, hiii^hly expedient. For, in the lirst

place, ammunition is so dear in Kamtschatka, that the

|iriee of a bear will not purchase more of it than is

suHicient to load a musket four or five times; and,

what is more material, if the bear be not rendered
incapable of pursuit by the first shot, the consequences
are often fatal. He immediately makes towards the

place whence the noise and smoke issue, and atta<*ks

Ills adversaries with great fury. It is impossible for

them to reload, as the animal is seldom at more than

twelve or tifteen vards distance when he is fired at : so

that, if he does not fall, they immediately put tlu^ni-

selves in a posture to receive him upon their spears,

and their safety greatly depends on their giving him a

mortal stab as he first comes upon them. If he parries

the tlirust (which bears, by the extraordinary strength

and agility of their paws, are often enabled to do) ami
thereby breaks in upon his adversaries, the conflict

becomes very unequal, and it is well if the life of one
of the party alone suflice to pay the forfeit.

On the 1st of October, the cattle arrived from
Verchnei, and the 3d, being the nameCiay of the em-
press. Captain Gore invited the priest of Paratounea,

ivaskin, and the serjeant, to dinner, and an entertain-

ment was also provided for the inferior oflicers of the

garrison, for the toimis of Paratounea and Petropau-

lowska, and for the better sort of the Kamtschatdale
inhabitants. The rest of the natives of every descrip-

tion were invited to partake with the ships' companies,

who had a pound of good fat beef served up to each
man, and what remained of their spirits was made into

grog, and divided amongst them.

On the 5th, our navigators received from Bolclieretsk
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a fresli prcsont of tea, sugar, and tobacco. They were
ready for sea, but tbe weatlier prevented them Irorn

leavincr the bay till the 9th. Just before they weighed
anchor, the drummer of the marines belonging to tlie

Discovery deserted, having been last seen with a Kanit-

schatdale woman, to whom his messmates knew he had
been much attached, and who had often been observed

persuading him to stay behind. This man had been
long useless to them, from a swelling in his knee,

which rendered him lame, but this made them the more
unwilling to leave him behind, to become a burdcFi

both to the Russians and himself. Some of the sailors

were therefore sent to a well known haunt of his iti

the neighbourhood, where they found him and his

woman. On the return of the party with the deserter,

the vessels weighed, and came out of the bay.

Awatska Bay has within its mouth a noble bason of

twenty-five miles in circuit, with the capacious har-

bours of Tareinska to the west, Rakoweena to the eas'.,

and the small one of St. Peter and St. Paul to the

north. The last mentioned is a most convenient little

harbour. It will hold with ease half a dozen ships

moored head and stern, and is fit for giving them any

kind of repairs. The south side is formed by a low

sandy neck, exceedingly narrow, on which the ostrog

is built. The deepest water within is seven fathoms,

and in every part over a muddy bottom. There is a

wateringplace at the head of the harbour.

The commerce of this country, as far as regards tlio

exports, is entirely confined to furs, and carried on l)y

a company of merchants instituted by the empress.

Besides these, there are many inferior traders (parti-

cularly Cossacks) scattered through the country. For-

merly this commerce was altogether carried on by bar-

ter, but lately every article is bought and sold for

ready money only. Our sailors brought a great num-
ber of furs with them from the coast of America, and

were both astonished and delighted with the quantity

of silver the merchants paid down for them ; but on

finding neither ginshops to resort to, nor tobacco, nor
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any thiiif' f^lse that they cared for, to be had for money,
the rouh'as soon became troublesome companions, and
were often to be seen kicked about the decks.

The articles of importation are principally European,
several likewise come from Siberia, Bucharea, the Cal-

mucks, and China. They consist of coarse woollen and
linen cloths, yarn stockings, bonnets and gloves, thin

Persian silks, cottons and nankeens, handkerchiefs,

brass and copper pans, iron stoves, files, guns, powder
and shot, hardware, lookingglasses, flour, sugar, tanned
hides, &c. Though the merchants have a large profit

upon these imported goods, they have still a larger

upon the furs of Kiachta, upon the frontiers of China,

which is the great market for them. The best sea-

otter skins sell generally in Kamtschatka for about
thirty roubles each. The Chinese merchant at Kiachta
purchases them at more than double that price, and
sells them again at Pekin at a j^reat advance, whence
a farther profitable trade is made with some of them
to Japan. If, therefore, a skin is worth thirty roubles

in Kamtschatka, to bo transported first to Okotzk,
thence by land to Kiachta, a distance of 1364 miles

;

thence to Pekin, 760 miles more ; and after that to be
conveyed to Japan, what a prodigiously advantageous

trade might be carried on direct to Japan, which is

about a tbrtnight or three weeks sail from Kamt-
schatka !

It was now resolved, in consequence of the latitude

given by the instruction of the Board of Admiralty, to

run along the Kuriles, and to survey the eastern coasts

of the Japanese islands, previous to returning home-
wards ; and Captain Gore gave orders for Macao to be
the place of rendezvous in case of separation.

They coasted along the peninsula of Kamtschatka
with variable weather, and on the 12th, at six in the

afternoon, they saw, from the masthead. Cape Lopatka,

the southernmost extremity of the peninsula. This
point of land, which is a low flat cape, formed a marked
object in the geography of the eastern coast of Asia^

and by an accurate observation and several good angles,

they determined itj> precise sUuation to be in latitude-

VOL, II. r
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51° (y, and longitude 15(i" 45'. At the same time tlirv

saw too tlie first ol" the Kurile islands, called Shoomsha,
and on the next day they saw the second, Paramousir

;

thki latter is the largest of the Kuriles subject to Rus-

sia ; but the gale increasing from the west, they were
never able to approach it nearer than to observe its

general aspect, which was very high land, almost en-

tirely covered with snow; and to ascertain its situation,

which was found to be 10' west longitude from Lo-

patka, and its latitude 50° 46' at the north, and 49° 58'

at the south end.

On the 14th and I5th, the wind blowing steadily

from the westward, they were obliged to stand to the

southward, and were consequently hindered from seeinj;

any more of the Kurile islands. In the situation they

then found themselves, they were almost surrounded

by the supposed discoveries of former navigators. To
the southward and south-west were placed, in the

French charts, a group of five islands, called the Three
Sisters, Zellany, and Zunasher. They were about ten

leagues, according to the same maps, to the westward
of the land of De Gama; and as the Company's Land,

Staten Island, and the famous land of Jesso, were also

supposed to lie nearly in the same direction, this course

was deemed to deserve the preference, and they hauled

round to the westward, the wind having shifted to the

north. A succession of gales, however, and now and

then a storm, that reduced them to their courses, drove

them too much to the southward, prevented them from

falling in even with the southernmost of the Kurih;

islands, and obliged them at last to give up all further

thoughts of discovery to the north of Japan.

On the 22d, the gale having abated, they let out the

reefs of the topsails and made more sail. At noon they

were in latitude 40° 58', and longitude 148° 17', and

two small land birds being taken on board, plainly

indicated they could not be at any great distance from

the land ; they therefore hauled up to the west-north-

west, in which direction the southernmost islands seen

by Spanberg, and said to be inhabited by hairy men,

lay at the distance of about fifty leagues. They saw
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several other signs of land ; but, on the 24tli, the wind
shifted to the north, and blew a fresh ji^ale, so that they

linally gave up all further search for islands to the north

of Japan, and sha[>ed their course west-south-west, for

the north part of that island.

On the 26th, at daybreak, they descried high land

to the westward, which proved to be Japan. The
country consisted of a double range of mountains ; it

abounded with wood, and had a pleasing variety of

hills and dales. They saw the smoke of several towns,

and many houses near the shore, in pleasant and culti-

vated situations. They stood oft* and on, according as

the weather permitted them, till the 28th in the after-

noon, when they lost sight of the land, and from its

breaking oft" so suddenly, they conjectured that what
they had before seen was a cluster of islands, lying oil"

the main land of Japan. The next day they saw land

again, eleven leagues to the southward. The coast

appeared straight and unbroken ; towards the sea it

was low, but rose gradually into hills of a moderate
height, wlvpse tops were tolerably even, and covered
with wood.
At nine o'clock, the wind shifting to the southward,

they tacked and stood oft* to the east, and soon after

they saw a vessel close in with the land, standing along

shore to the northward, and another in the oiling,

coming down before the wind. Objects of any kind,

belonging to a country so famous and yet so little

known, excited a general curiosity, and every soul on
board was upon deck in an ihstant, to gaze at them.

Tlie vessel to windward passed ahead of them at the

distance of about half a mile. It would have been
easy to have spoken with her ; but perceiving, by her

manoeuvres, that she was much frightened. Captain

Gore was not willing to augment her terrors, and
thinking that they should have many better opportuni-

ties of communicating with the Japanese, suffered her
to go oft* without interruption. There appeared to be
about six men on board, and, according 1o the best

c'onjecturcs that could be formed, the vessel was about

forty tons burden. She had but one mast, on which

n
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was hoisted a square sail, extended by a yard aloft, the

braces of which worked forward. Half way down the

sail came three pieces of black cloth, at equal distances

from each other. The > essel was higher at each end
than in the midship, and from her appearance and
form she did not appear to be able to sail otherwise
than large.

Soon after the wind increased so much, that our na-

vigators were reduced to their courses; and the sea

ran as high as any one on board ever remembered to

ha\ e seen it. If the Japanese vessels are, as Kacmpfor
describes them, open in the stern, it would not have

been possible for those they saw to have survived the

lury of the storm ; but as the appearance of the wea-

ther, all the preceding pari of the day, foretold its

coming, and one of the sloops had, notwithstanding,

stood far out to sea, it was concluded they were per-

fectly capable of bearing a gale of witid.

Our navigators were blown off the land by this gale,

but on the 30th they saw it again, at the distance of

about fifteen leagues, appearing in detached parts, but

it could not be determined whether they were small

islands, or parts of Japan.

On the 1st of November, they saw a number of Ja-

panese vessels close in with the land, several seemingly

engaged in fishing, and others standing along shore.

They discovered to the westward a remarkably high

mountain, with a round top, rising far inland. As this

was the most remarkable hill on the coast, they wished
to have settled its situation exactly ; but only having

had a single view, they were obliged to be contented

with such accuracy as their circumstances would allow.

Its latitude was reckoned to be 35° 20^ and its longi-

tude 140O 26'.

As the Dutch charts make the coast of Japan extend

about ten leagues to the south-west of White Point

(supposed to be the southernmost land then in sight)

our navigators stood off to the eastward, to weather

the point. At midnight they again tacked, expecting

to fall in with the land to the southward, -but were sur-

prised to lind, in the morning, that during eight hours

,
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in which they supposed they had made a course of

nine leagues to the south-west, they had in reality been
carried eight leagues in a direction diametrically op-

posite. Whence they calculated that the current had
set to the north-east by north, at the rate of at least

five miles an hour.

On the 3d of November, they were again blown off

the land by a heavy gale, and found themselves upwards
of fifty leagues oft', which circumstance, together with
the extraordinary eftect of the currents they had expe-
rienced, the late season of the year, the unsettled state

of the weather, and the little likelihood of any change
for the better, made Captain Gore resolve to leave

Japan altogether, and proceed in the voyage for China.

On the 4th and 5th, our navigators continuing their

course to the south-east, passed great quantities of

pumice-stone. These stones appeared to have been
thrown into the sea by eruptions of various dates, as

many of them were covered with barnacles, and others

quite bare. On the 13th, they had a most violent gale

from the northward. In the morning of the 13th, the

wind shifting to the north-west, brought with it fair

weather ; but, though they were, at that time, nearly

in the situation given to the island of San Juan, they

saw no appearance of land. They continued to pass

much pumice-stone ; indeed the prodigious quantities

of that substance which floated in the sea, between
Japan and the Bashee Islands, seemed to indicate that

some great volcanic convulsion must have happened in

that part of the Pacific Ocean.

On the 14th, they discovered two islands, and on the

next day a third ; but Captain Gore, finding that a

boat could not land without some danger, from the

great surf that broke on the shore, kept on his course

to the westward. The middle island is about five miles

long ; the south point is a high barren hill, presenting

an evident volcanic crater. The earth, rock, or sand,

for it was not easy to distinguish of which its surface

was composed, exhibited various colours, and a consi-

derable part was conjectured to be sulphur, and some
of the officers on board the Resolution thousrht tliev

if
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saw steams risini^ from the top of the hill. From these

cjircumstances, Captain Gore gave it the name of Sul-

phur Island. A long narrow neck of land connects

the hill with the south end of the island, which spreads

out into a circumference of three or four leagues, and
is of moderate height. The north and south islands

appeared to be single mountains of a considerahhi

height. Sulphur island is in latitude 24° 48', longitude;

141° 12'. The north island in latitude 25° 14', longi-

tude 141° 10', and the south island in latitude 24« 22',

and longitude 141° 20'.

Hence our navigators proceeded for the Bashee
Islands, hoping to procure at them such a supply of

refreshment as would help to shorten their stay at

Macao ; but Captain Gore, being guided by the 0[)i-

nions of Commodore and Captain Wallis, as to the

situation of these islands, which differ materially from

Dampier's, they were foiled in their endeavour to find

them, although, in the daytime, the ships spread two
or three leagues from each other, and in the night,

when under an easy sail.

On the 27th, being in longitude 118° 30', and having

got to the westward of the Bashees, according to Mr.
Byron's account, our navigators hauled their wind to

the north-west, hoping to weather the Prata shoals

;

but at four in the morning of the 28th, the breakers

were close under their lee ; at daylight they saw the

island of Prata, and finding they could not weather the

shoal, ran to leeward of it. As they passed the south

side, they saw two remarkable patches on the edge of

the breakers, that looked like wrecks. On the south-

west side of the reef, and near the south end of the

island, they thought they saw openings in the reefs

which promised safe anchorage.

In the forenoon of the 29th, they passed several

Chinese fishing boats ; and the sea was covered with

.ccks of boats that had been lost, as they conjectured,

in tlie late boisterous weather. They were in latitude

22° 1', having run 110 miles since the preoeding noon.

On the 30th, they ran along the Lenia Islands, and

got a Chinese pilot on board. In obedience to the



APPENDIX. 215
i

•oin tlieso

e of Sul-

connoc'ts

1 spreads

^ues, and
I islands

iiderahlc;

ongitud(;

4', lonjri-

240 22',

Bashee
upply of
stay at

the opi-

} to tJio

II y from
r to find

Bad two
e night,

I

havinj^

to Mr.
vind to

shoals

;

reakers

5aw the

her the

e soutli

sdge of

south-

of the

? reefs

several

d with

tured,

Ltitudo

noon.

s, and
lo the

instruetion given to Captain Cook by the Admiralty,
the captains now required of the oflicers and men of
both ships to give up their journals, and what other
papers they had in their possession relative to the
voyage, which was cheerfully complied with ; and at
nine o'clock in the evening of the following day, they
anchored three leagues from Macao.

Here, upon sending on shore to negotiate for sup-
plies of provisions, &c. they first received intelligence
of the occurrences in Europe, during the protracted
period of their absence. On the 4th of December,
they stood into the Typa, and moored with the stream-
anchor and cable to the westward.

Captain King was sent up to Canton to expedite the
supplies that were wanted, and experienced every pos-
sible assistance from the supercargoes and gentlemen
of the Company's factory there. The purchase of the
provisions and store wanted was completed on the
26th, and the whole stock was sent down on the fol-

lowing day, by a vessel which Captain Gore had en-

gaged for the purpose. Twenty sea-otter skins were
sold at Canton, by Captain King, for eight hundred
dollars. At the ships a brisk trade was carried on in

the same article, by both officers and seamen. The
sea-otter skins every day rose in value, and a few
prime skins, which were clean and well preserved,

were sold for one hundred and twenty dollars each.

The whole amount of the value, in specie and goods,
that was got for the furs in both ships, did not fall

short of two thousands pounds sterling, and it was
generally supposed, that at least two-thirds of the

quantity originally obtained from the Americans were
spoiled or worn out, or had been given away or sold

at Kamtschatka. In consequence hereof, the rage with
which the seamen were possessed to return to Cook's

River, and by another cargo of skins to make their

fortunes, was, at one time, not far short of mutiny.

The numerous voyages that have since been under-

taken for the prosecution of the trade here suggested,

have rendered it familiar to the merchants both of Bri^

tain and of America ; and, though it has not latterly

I*
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been productive of advantages equal to those fslil* h

were realized by tlie first adventurers, is still a bniiu-li

of commerce that is successfully pursued.

The barter which had been carrying on with the

Chinese for their sea-otter skins, produced a very

whimsical change in the dress of the crews. On their

arrival in the Typa, nothing could exceed the ragged
appearance both of the younger officers and seamen

;

almost the whole of their original stock of European
clothes having been long worn out, or patched up with

skins, or the various manufactures they had met with

in the course of their discoveries. These were now
again mixed and eked out with the gaudiest silks and
cottons of China.

On the 11th of January, two seamen belonging to

the Resolution ran oil* with a six oared cutter, and
were never after heard of. It was supposed that tliey

had been seduced by the prevailing notion of making
a fortune by returning to the fur islands.

On account of the war between England and Ame-
rica, with France and Spain as her allies, of which
they received intelligence at Canton, they put them-

selves in the best posture of defence, the Resolution

mounting sixteen guns, and the Discovery ten. They
had reason, however, to believe, from the gQnerosity

of their enemies, that these precautions were super-

fluous; being informed that instructions had been

found on board all the French ships of war captured

in Europe, directing their commanders, in case of fall-

ing in with the ships that sailed under the command of

Captain Cook, to suffer them to proceed without mo-
lestation ; and the same orders were also said to ha\ e
been given by the American Congress to the vessels

employed in their service. In return for these liberal

concessions. Captain Gore resolved to refrain from
availing himself of any opportunities of capture, and
to preserve, throughout the remainder of the voyage,

the strictest neutrality.

On the 12th of January, 1780, ou^ iiavigators got

under sail from Macao ; on the lOtii, they saw Pulo
«Sapata, and on the 20th, descried Pulo Condore, and
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anchored in the harbour at the south-west end of the

island. The town is situated at the east end, and here

they procured ei^ht bulTaloes, with other relreshments.

From the untractableness and prodigious strength of

the buffaloes, it was both a tedious and difticnlt opera-

tion to get them on board. The method of conductin«;

them was by passing ropes through their nostrils and
round their horns; but, having been once enraged at

the sight of our men, they became so furious, that they

sometimes broke the trees to which they were often

under the necessity of being tied ; sometimes they tore

asunder the cartilage of the nostril through which the

ropes ran, and got loose. On these occasions, all the

exertions of the men to recover them would have been

ineffectual, without the assistance of some young bovs,

whom these animals would permit to approach them,

and by whose little management their rage was soon

appeased. A circumstance respecting these animals,

which was thought no less singular than their gentle-

ness toward, and, as it should seem, affection for, little

children, was, that they had not been twenty-four hours

on board, before they became the tamest of all crea-

tures. Captain King kept two of them, a male and a

female, for a considerable time, which became great

favourites with the sailors ; and thinking that a breed

of animals of such strength and size, some of them
weighing when dressed, seven hundred pounds, would
be a valuable acquisition, intended to have brought

them with him to England, but his intention was frus-

trated by an incurable hurt which one of them received

at sea.

Our navigators remained here till the 28th of Ja-

nuary, when they unmoored and proceeded on their

homeward voyage, passing through the Straits of

Banca, and of Sunda, without any occurrence worthy
of particular remark. They saw two or three Dutch
ships in the Straits of Sunda. They watered at Prince's

I&land at the entrance of the Straits, and got a supply

of fowls and turtle there.

From the time of their entering the Straits of Banca,

they began to experience the powerful eftects of the
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THE MORAr.

Hn (!^t(e.

BY MISS HELEN MARIA WILLIAMS.

Fair Otalieite, fondly bless'd

By hiin, who long was dooniM to brave
The fury of the polar wave,
That lieroely mounts the frozen rock
Where the harsh sea bird rears her nost,

And learns the raging surge to mock

—

There, Night, that loves eternal storm,

Deep and lengthen'd darkness throws,

And untried Danger's doubtful form
Its half seen horror shows

!

While Nature, with a look so wild.

Leans on the cliffs in chaos ])iled

;

That here, the awed, astonish'd mind
Forgets, in that o'erwhelming hour,

W hen her rude hands the storms unbind,

In all the madness of her power

;

That she who spreads the savage gloom,

That she can dress in melting grace,

In sportive Summer's lavish bloom,

The awful terrors of her face
;

And wear the sweet perennial smile

That charms in Otaheite's isle.

Yet, amid her fragrant bowers,

Where Spring, whose dewy fingers strew

O'er other lands some fleeting flowers.

Lives, in blossoms ever new
;



I
220 APPENDIX.

Whence arose tliat shriek of pain ?

When(!c the tear that flows in vain ?—
Death ! thy unrelenting hand
Tears some transient human band—
Eternity ! rich plant, that blows
Beneath a brighter, happier sky.

Time is a fading branch, that grows
On thy pure stem, and blooms to die.

What art thou, Death?—terrific shade,

In unpierced gloom array'd !

—

Oft will daring Fancy stray

Far in the central wastes, where Night
Divides no cheering hour with l)av.

And unnamed horrors meet her sight

;

There thy form she dimly sees.

And round the shape unfinisird throws
All her frantic vision shows
When numbing fears her spirit freeze-
But can mortal voice declare

If Fancy paints thee as thou art ?

Thy aspect may a terror wear
Her pencil never shall impart

;

The eye that once on thee shall gaze

No more its stiften'd orb can raise ;

The lips that could thy power reveal

Shall lasting silence instant seal

—

In vain the icy hand we fold,

In vain the breast with tears we steep,

The heart, that shared each pang, is cold.

The vacant eye no more can weep.

Yet from the shore where Ganges rolls

His wave beneath the torrid ray.

To Earth's chill verge, where o'er the poles

Fall the last beams of lingering day,

For ever sacred are the dead

!

Sweet Fancy comes in Sorrow's aid.

And bids the mourner lightly tread

Where the' insensate clay is laid

:

Bids partial gloom the sod invest

By the mouldering relics press'd;
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Then lavish strews, with sad delight,

Whate'er her coiisetsrating power
Reveres of herb, or fruit, or tlower,

And fondly weaves the various rite.

See ! o'er Otaheite's plain

Moves the long, funereal train
;

Slow the pallid corse they bear,

Oft they breathe the solemn prayer

:

Where the oeean bathes the land

Thrice, and thrice, with pious hand,

The priest, when high the billow springs,

From the wave unsullied, flings

Waters pure, that, sprinkled near,

Sanctify the hallow a bier:

Jiut never may one drop profane

The relies with forbidden stain

!

Now around the funeral shrine,

Led in mvstic mazes, twine

Garlands, where the plantain weaves
With the palm's luxuriant leaves

;

And o'er each sacred knot is spread

The plant devoted to the dead.

Five pale moons with trembling light

Shall gaze upon the lengthen'd rite;

Shall see distracted Beauty tear

The tresses of her flowing hair

:

Those shining locks, no longer dear.

She wildly scatters o'er the bier;

And careless gives the frequent wound
That bathes in precious blood the ground.

When along the western sky,

Day's reflected colours die.

And Twilight rules the doubtful hour
Ere slow paced Night resumes her power
Mark the cloud that lingers still

Darkly on the hanging hill

!

There the disembodied mind
Hears, upon the hollow wind.

221
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In unequal cadence thrown,
Sorrow's oft-re|Kjated moan :

—

Still some human passions sway
The spirit late immersed in clay

;

Still the faithful sigh is dear,

Still beloved the fruitless tear

!

Five waning moons, with wandering light,

Have pass'd the shadowy bound of night.

And mingled their departing ray

With the soft fires of early day;
Let the last sad rite be paid

Grateful to the conscious shade

:

Let the priest, with pious care,

Now the wasted relics bear
Where the Mor?i's awful gloom
Shrouds the venerable tomb

;

Let the plantain lift its head,

Cherish'd emblem of the dead

;

Slow and solemn, o'er the grave,

Let the twisted plumage wave,
Symbol hallow'd, and divine,

Of the god who guards the shrine.—

•

Hark !—that shriek of si range despair

Never shall disturb the air.

Never, never Bhall it rise

But for Nature's broken ties !

—

Bright crescent ! that with lucid smile

Gild'st the Moral's lofty pile.

Whose broad lines of shadow throw

A gloomy horror far below

;

Witness, O recording MOi>n

!

All the rites are duly done

;

Be the faithful tribute o'er.

The hoveriwg spirit asks no more

"

Mortals, cease the pile to tread,

Leave, to silence, leave the dead.

But where may she who loves to strj y
Mid shadows of funereal gloom.

And courts the, sadness of the tomb,

Where may she seek tnat proud Moral,
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rilt,

Whose dear memorial points the place

Where fell the friend of human race?

Ye lonely Isles! on ocean's bound
Ye bloom'd, through time's long flight unknown,
Till C(KJK the untrack'd billow pass'd.

Till he along the surges cast

Philanthropy's connecting zone,

And spread her loveliest blessings round.

Not like that murderous band he came,

W ho stain'd with blood the new-found West
j

Nor as, with unrelenting breast,

From Britain's free enlighten'd land,

Her sons now seek Angola's strand

;

Each tie most sacred to unbind.

To load with chains a brother's frame.

And plunge a dagger in the mind
;

Mock the sharp anguish bleeding there

Of Nature in her last despair

!

Great Cook ! Ambition's lofty (lame.

So oft directed to destroy.

Led thee to circle with thy name.
The smile of love, and hope, and joy

!

Those fires, that lend the dangerous blaze

The devious comet trails afar,

Might form the pure benignant rays

That gild the morning's gentle star-

Sure, where the Hero's ashes rest,

The nation!^ late emerged from night

Still haste—with love s unwearied care :

That spot in lavish flowers is dress'd.

And fancy's dear Inventive rite

Still paid with fond observance there

!

Ah no !—around his fatal grave
No lavish flovers were ever strew'd,

No votive gifts were ever laid

—

His blood a savage shore bedew 'd !

His mangled limbs, one hasty prayer,

One pious tear by friendship paid,

Were cast upon the raging \^vc

!
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Deep in the wild abyss he lies,

Far from the cherished scene of home

;

Far, far from Her whose faithful sigbs

A husband's trackless course pursue

;

Whose tender fancy loves to roam
With him o'er lands and oceans new

.

And gilds with Hope's deluding form
The gloomy pathway of the storm.

Yet, Cook ! immortal wreaths are thine !-

While Albion's gratefiil toil shall raise

The marble tomb, the trophied bustj

For ages faithful to its trust

;

>

While, eager to record thy prai»e.

She bids the Mase of Hiiitory twine
The chaplet of undying fame,

, t And tell each polish'd land thy worth

:

The ruder natives of the earth

Shall oft njpeat thy honour d name

;

While infants c^tch the freqaent sound.

And learn to lisp the oral tale

;

Whose fond remembrance shall prevail

Till Time has reach'd his desHned 'jound»

FINIS.

C. andC. WhiUinghani, Ckiswick..
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